
CHRISMAN GRADUATION: Students toss their caps. 11-12B

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
Chrisman honors 11-12B
Classified 10B
Grace 5B 
History 3B
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-10A

H 86 L 67
Chance of storms. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

Food bank 
blesses everyone

Rain, rain, 
please go away

Paris students 
graduate

How to make an 
astronaut swear

Artists show 
vision of Illinois

LADY TIGERS 
IN REGIONAL 
FINAL TODAY 

Latest news, 
online extras

The staff of Chrisman’s 
food pantry go above and 
beyond, and now people 
are returning the favor. 
GRACE, 5B

Reports indicate that too 
much rain is as damaging 
as too little -- and the 
current wet trend could be 
the new normal. 
AGRIBUSINESS, 7B

The Paris High School 
Class of 2019 celebrates 
the next chapter of their 
lives as a capacity crowd 
fills the school gym for the 
annual commencement. 
NEWS, 3A

When Apollo 10’s test run 
took a catastrophic turn, 
the crew was forced to do 
some quick thinking. 
HISTORY, 3B

Link Art Gallery’s 
inaugural “Painting the 
Prairie” show attracts 
prolific talent. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Paris Lady Tiger soft-
ball team faces Mt. Zion 
for the Class 3A regional 
title at 10 a.m. today in 
Rantoul.  SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The successful Edgar 
County Free Summer Meal 
program starts June 3 and 
continues through Aug. 2.

Hannah Volkmann su-
pervises and coordinates the 
local effort which is funded 
by an Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) grant to 
the Douglas County Health 
Department. The ISBE goal 
is to make sure children who 
depend on school lunches as 
a source of nutrition still have 
access to food during the sum-
mer break when school is not 
in session.

“Last year we averaged 70 
meals a day between Twin 
Lakes and The Rec,” said 
Volkmann. 

She anticipates similar 
numbers this year and hopes 
to increase the participation.

Any child under the age of 
18 is eligible to receive a free 
lunch Monday through Fri-
day at Spicer Pavilion at Twin 
Lakes Park. No paper work is 
necessary and families are not 
required to prove a financial 
need.

Volkmann said pre-registra-
tion is not even a requirement 
although organizers hope 
parents or guardians will do 

so since it helps plan for how 
much food is needed each 
day. Registration is possible 
by visiting the Edgar County 
Summer Meals 2019 Face-
book page and clicking on the 
sign-up button.

The program assists The 
Rec with providing lunch to 
children enrolled in that facil-
ity’s summer camp program 
but the main site is in Twin 
Lakes Park.

Ball Transportation will 
once again operate a route 
through Paris to pickup and 
return children who other-
wise do not have transporta-
tion to the park for the free 

meal.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for Ball Transportation’s 
help,” said Volkmann, noting 
without the bus ride many 
children would not be able to 
participate and miss out on 
getting lunch.

Information about the bus 
stops on the route can be 
found at the registration sec-
tion of the Facebook page.

A couple of changes are 
planned for 2019.

The Monday through Fri-
day program operates from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., with the first hour 
devoted to lunch and rest of 
the time for doing activities 

with the children.
“We want to help the kids 

have fun so they will enjoy 
themselves and come back,” 
Volkmann said.

Some of the possible activ-
ities include trips to the east 
lake beach, making tie-died 
T-shirts, sports, water balloon 
fights, coloring or other crafts. 

“It’s a lot of physical activity 
– anything to help with their 
well-being,” she said  

To accomplish this, Volk-
mann needs volunteers to 
help with both the serving of 
food and activities. 

She said the 2018 

Lunch is (almost) served
Paris’ successful summer food program is ready to go, applications are open and easy

FIRST NEIGHBOR REACHES OUT TO TRAINING CENTER

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

First Neighbor Bank makes a donation to help develop the Hartley-Taylor Training center where area firefighters and 
other emergency personnel can practice a variety of response techniques under controlled conditions. Front row, 
left to right, firefighter Mike Warner, Harry Hughes, Whitney Denton, Angela Downs and Bob Boyer. Middle row, left 
to right firefighter Mike Hill, John Brinkerhoff, Robin Martin Debbie Hefner and Bobbie Throneburg. Back row, left to 
right, firefighter Mark Brinkerhoof, Chief Brian Gates, Captain Steve Gallagher, Debbie Hefner and Brian Stolz.

Fire training center gets leg up
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Good ideas are hard to keep down, 
but they are sometimes stymied by a 
lack of funds.

That was the situation facing Paris 
Fire Chief Brian Gates when it came 
to figuring out a way to develop the 
Hartley-Taylor Training Center on 
Cherry Point Road. The goal was to 
create a place where firefighters and 
other emergency responders can 
practice techniques in a controlled en-
vironment.

“I wrote grants seeking funds to 
develop it, but I didn’t have any luck,” 
said Gates. “So we decided to do it 
ourselves a little bit at a time.”

One of the first things to go in was 
a concrete pad where firefighters prac-
tice putting out car fires and extraction 
techniques. That was followed with 
placing shipping containers on the 
property. 

The interior of one container is 
painted black to exclude any light pen-
etration. The inside can be configured 
in a number of ways simulating hall-
ways, rooms, stairs and obstructions. 
It is a safe way, — especially for new 
firefighters — to train in the use of 
self-contained breathing apparatus 
and practice search techniques in the 
dark environment encountered at a 
smoke filled building.

Other containers are attached to-
gether and have doors and windows 
cut in them. Small fires burning in this 
setup fills the containers with smoke 
and some heat. The doors and win-

dows are ways to practice entering and 
well as ventilating structure fires.

Still another container is await-
ing placement in a way that creates a 
second story space. A pitched attach-
ment will simulate a home roof so fire-
fighters can practice ladder work and 
getting victims from a second story 
window. 

“We need somebody to help us lift 
it into position,” Gates said.  

Shortcomings at the facility like in-
adequate electrical service and no way 
to practice other scenarios firefighters 
might encounter were concerns.

Captain Steve Gallagher had ideas 
about what the training center needed 
and discussed the matter with Gates. 
Gallagher then talked with area busi-
nesses to gather information about 
the cost for fabricating or installing 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
GSI is helping area firefighters and other emergency responders prepare for 
a grain entrapment. The company supplied a scaled-down grain bin that is 
still large enough for firefighters to enter and practice with rescue equip-
ment. Left to right, Bob Boyer, Captain Steve Gallager, Phil Brown, Firefighter 
Mark Brinkerhoff, Mason Clarey and Firefighter Mike Hill

See FIRE, Page 8A

See MEALS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Mayor Craig Smith and 
PEDCO president Bob Colvin are 
speaking out to the Illinois Gener-
al Assembly about the continuing 
need for affordable housing not 
only in Paris but throughout down-
state Illinois.

Lawmakers and housing advo-
cates this past week praised Illinois 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker for allocating 
affordable housing funds in his 
proposed capital plan — but said 
Tuesday, May 22, his proposal is not 
nearly enough to properly address 
the infrastructure need that exists 
in Illinois.

In a preliminary plan called 
“Rebuild Illinois” and shared with 
legislators May 17, the governor 
allocated $175 million to build and 
improve cost-effective housing op-
tions primarily for seniors, those 
who are homeless and people with 
disabilities.

Colvin joined with Democratic 
Rep. Delia Ramirez and Sen. Mattie 
Hunter — both from Chicago — 
as well as other community leaders 
from across the state in calling for 
the General Assembly to allocate 
nearly six times that amount for af-
fordable housing.

Funding for permanent, support-
ive housing projects would help 
not just urban areas but downstate 
communities as well, Colvin em-
phasized during his remarks.

Colvin noted Paris is a home to 
big industry — North American 
Lighting, a car lighting manufactur-
er as well as Simonton Windows & 
Doors — to name a few — and a 
workforce to match. 

A problem the city ran into was 
providing enough homes for the 
labor pool the companies needed. 
With Indiana so close, said Colvin, 
some of the businesses threatened 
to go across the border.

Affordable housing, “has helped 
us in Paris, Illinois, grow business 
and houses out of the cornfields of 
east-central Illinois,” Colvin said.

Smith testified before a joint 

Advocates: 
Affordable 
housing 
allocation is 
insufficient

See HOUSING, Page 12A

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
lucky.black.kat131@gmail.com

The Paris Center of Fine 
Arts (PCOFA) announced 
the 2019-2020 season and 
honored generous donors 
with a black-tie dinner party 
the evening of Saturday, May 
18, at Step Station.

Guests walked down a red 
carpet for some quick photo 
ops thanks to professional 
photographer Barbara Kendall 
before mingling in the theatri-
cally-decorated dining room. 
The Paris High School Drama 
Club served hors d’oeuvres 
and provided valet parking 
– in return, multiple guests 
donated to the club via a spe-

cial tip jar at the bar. Chatting 
guests also enjoyed live jazz 
music from Fox Angus and 
Ben Macke on keyboard and 
string bass.

Michael Step of the PCOFA 
Oversight Committee opened 
the evening by thanking those 
present for their support, say-
ing, “Without you, we would 
not have had the outstanding 
season that we had.” 

Step also thanked everyone 
who helped put the evening 
together, including Carrieann 
Phegley for designing the dé-
cor and centerpieces and John 
Chittick for a custom treble 
clef sculpture at the entrance.

He turned the floor over 

to fellow committee member 
Lisa Tucker for a brief prayer, 
one that focused on celebra-
tion and gratefulness. The 
amen was everyone’s cue to 
enthusiastically tuck into the 
night’s three-course dinner 
provided by Front Street Mar-
ket of Hume.

Sue Ann Casey of the PCO-
FA Oversight Committee 
thanked donors for their gen-
erosity once more while they 
ate. She then introduced the 
night’s speaker, her brother 
John Summerhill Morris, who 
expressed his gratitude to all 
those involved for bettering 
the community through their 

New PCOFA season unveiled at donor dinner

Barbara Kendall/Special to the Prairie Press

The Hasler family was among the attendees at the PCOFA’s 
soiree on Saturday, and received special thanks for their con-
tributions. Left to right: Kieth Gregg, Nancy Gregg, Joe Hasler, 
Alexis Hasler Dutcher and Nila Hasler.See DINNER, Page 12A



TODAY

FREE COUNTRY MUSIC 
CONCERT
Clark County native Dan Jayne 
is performing a free country 
music concert 6 p.m. May 25 at 
the Linn Park Amphitheater in 
Martinsville. Audience members 
should bring their own seating. 
A food stand will be open for the 
purchase of food.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM
The Chrisman American Legion 
Memorial Day service 11 a.m. May 
27 in the city park

HUME MEMORIAL DAY 
PROGRAM
Roth-Williams American Legion 
Post 369 of Hume is conducting 
Memorial Day services 11 a.m. 
Monday, May 27, at the Russell 
Grafton Memorial Park. The  
speaker is a recent returnee from 
overseas duty. A final benediction 
and salute is in the Young Ameri-
ca Cemetery. A free will lunch by 
the Post Auxiliary follows at the 
community building.

TUESDAY

OPEN HOUSE
Horizon Health is having an open 
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SAFE SITTER CLASS REGISTRATION DEADLINE MAY 31
Horizon Health is offering a Safe Sitter class 8:30 a.m.-11 p.m. 
June 10 in Conference Room D at Paris Community Hospi-
tal. This course for boys and girls ages 11-13 is a nationally 
recognized class that provides babysitters with basic lifesaving 
techniques so they are prepared to act in a crisis. The class 
provides tips on safety and security precautions, facts about 
child development and age-appropriate activities and explains 
the business aspects of babysitting. Other benefits include 
enhanced self-esteem, introductory employment skills, personal 
safety, and other life skills. The $35 fee covers materials and 
lunch. The registration deadline is May 31 and the class size 
is limited. More information about registration is available by 
calling  217-466-4228.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

86   57
Prec: 50%

80   63
Prec: 60%

85   68
Prec: 10%

87   67
Prec: 0%

78   62
Prec: 40%

75   58
Prec: 0%

77   60
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny skies with scattered 
showers and thunderstorms in the after-
noon. Highs climb into the mid 80s.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy and breezy with 
more showers and thunderstorms. Expect 
highs near 80.

MONDAY — Partly sunny and warm with an 
isolated shower or storm possible. Another 
warm day with highs reaching the mid 80s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:29 a.m. 8:07 p.m. 1:09 a.m. 11:28 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:28 a.m. 8:08 p.m. 1:41 a.m. 12:26 p.m.

MONDAY 5:28 a.m. 8:09 p.m. 2:11 a.m. 1:23 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:27 a.m. 8:09 p.m. 2:38 a.m. 2:21 p.m.

WENDESDAY 5:27 a.m. 8:10 p.m. 3:05 a.m. 3:20 p.m.

THURSDAY 5:26 a.m. 8:11 p.m. 3:31 a.m. 4:40 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:26 a.m. 8:12 p.m. 3:59 a.m. 5:22 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76°/56°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93° in 1896
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29° in 1925

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.62”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.71”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.28”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.45”

NORMAL:    High: 76   Low: 56     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Michelle Jacobs, Adonna Bennett, 
Tina Jones, Christian Colvin, Cin-
dy Spencer and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs/
Barbara Gard
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Douglas 
County, Vermilion County and 
Coles County, Ill. The publisher 
assumes no liability through 
typographical error, and in no 
event will liability be assumed for 
merchandise incorrectly priced. 

 Postmaster please send 
address changes to The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, 
Ill. 61944.

Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Volume 5, Issue 40

Published by
Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editor

USPS 420-580. Periodicals postage paid  at the Paris,  
Illinois, post office, 61944. The Prairie Press is published once a week, on Satur-
days, by Prairie Beacon, LLC.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

Hannah Bowers
April 2019 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are; Senior Vice President Retail & Assistant Cashier for Prospect Bank, Autumn Kasey, Award 
Recipient, Hannah Bowers, Mother of Recipient, Jennifer Bowers; Director of Bands, Paris High School, Dr. Kevin 

Pruiett; Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris High School, Jessica Hendrickson .

Hannah, daughter of Shawn & Jennifer Bowers, has earned the Musician of the 
Month award sponsored by Prospect Bank. Hannah has as 5.0 GPA, is a member of 
the National Honor Society, Honor Roll, and was an Illinois State Scholar.  Hannah 
has been involved in Band, Paris City Band, Elite Harmony, and is a member of the 
Drama Club.  She has also been involved with Spanish Club, Volleyball, BIONIC, Key 
Club, Cheerleading, FCA, Student Council as well as a member of Paris Community 
Theater.  She also spends her time volunteering for Vacation Bible School, Key Club 
Highway Clean Up, Salvation Army Bell Ringing, & Hats for NICU babies. 

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

house for the new rehabilitation 
building on the hospital campus 
4-6 p.m. May 28

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the 
Weight Watchers system is avail-
able at www.weightwatchers.
com, or by attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features The 
Back Home Band playing country 
and classic rock 6:30 p.m. May 
30 at Spicer Pavilion in Twin 
Lakes Park. 

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is chicken and noodles, 
a white or wheat roll, mashed 
potatoes and green beans or 
corn. The cost is $5. Drinks are 
50 cents and dessert is $1.

FRIDAY

BROCTON SPRING FESTIVAL
The Brocton Spring Festival is 
June 1 and June 2 featuring food, 
parade, bingo, Jonah Fish Fry, 
games, gospel sing, horse show 
and other events.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical Soci-
ety is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
and the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019

SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK
Stone Soup Shakespeare 
returns to Twin Lakes Park 6 
p.m. June 1 for a performance 
of “Twelfth Night.” This is the 
eighth year Stone Soup has 
performed Shakespeare in the 
Park and the acting troupe’s 
appearance is jointly sponsored 
by the Paris Library, the Friends 
of the Library and the Paris 
Park Board. The performance is 
free but a free will donation is 
taken and audience members 
are encouraged to bring canned 
or boxed food as a donation 
to the Compassionate Food 
Pantry. 

PARIS CITY BAND 
The Paris City Band performs at 
7 p.m. June 2 at Spicer Pavilion, 
Twin Lakes Park and is playing: 
“Strike Up the Band,” arranged 
by Warren Barker; “Exaltation,” 
by James Swearingen; “York-
shire Ballad,” by Henry Fillmore; 
“Tijuana Brass in Concert,” 
arranged by Ted Ricketts; “First 
Suite in E flat,” by Gustav Holst; 
“Where Eagles Soar,” by Steven 
Reineke; “Leroy Anderson 
Portrait,” by James Barnes; 
“Amazing Grace,” by Tyler Arcari 
and “Pride of the Illini,” by Karl 
King.

FREE CPR/AED CLASS 
Horizon Health is offering a 
free adult CPR/AED course 8 
a.m-1 p.m. Monday, June 3, in 
Conference Room D, on the 
second floor of Paris Community 
Hospital. This course, designed 
for non-medical professionals, 
teaches basic CPR and the use of 
an automated external defibrilla-
tor (AED), which is used in cases 
of life threatening cardiac events.
Participants will receive a cer-
tificate of completion following 
the class. An official CPR/AED 
certification card from the Amer-
ican Heart Association is optional 
for $25. To register for the class, 
email Whitney Sprinkle WSprin-
kle@myhorizonhealth.org or call 
217-466-4045. When calling, 
leave a name and phone number 
to be automatically registered.

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETS
The Edgar County Genealogical 
Society meets 7 p.m. June 3 in 
the Historical Museum Annex of 
the Edgar County Historical Soci-
ety. The Edythe Stephens Family 
History Award will be presented 
during the meeting.

FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
THROUGH ERBA
Embarras River Basin Agency, 
Inc. (ERBA) is taking applications 
for the Community Services 
Block Grant School Supply 
Program, which provides required 
school supplies to eligible 
children attending kindergarten 
through 12th grade during the 
2019-2020 school year. Those 
interested should call now for an 
appointment to apply. Applica-
tions will be taken beginning 
June 3, and all applications are 
on a first come, first served basis. 
At the time of application, each 
applicant will be required to 
provide proof of all family income 
for the past 90 days, photo ID for 
applicant and a Social Security 
card for each family member. 
ERBA serves Edgar, Clark, Coles, 
Crawford, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Jasper, Lawrence and Richland 
counties. This assistance is made 
possible with funding from the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity. For 
more information, or to set up 
an appointment, call the Edgar 
County ERBA office, 217-465-
4911, or 800-252-1152.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features Faust 
Hays & Rhoads playing classic 
rock and county 6:30 p.m. June 
6 at Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes 
Park.

BARBERSHOP CHORUS 
PERFORMANCE
The Coles County Barbershop 
Chorus is performing a Golden 
Anniversary Summer Show 4 
p.m. June 8 in the Dvorak Concert 
Hall at Eastern Illinois University. 
The concert celebrates the orga-
nization’s 50th anniversary.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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H E R E ' S  T O  Y O U

Enjoy your day, birthday girl !

H E R E ' S  T O  Y O U

Enjoy your day, birthday girl !

Le g a c y
Dr. Phipps was one of the founders of Paris Community Hospital Foundation, Inc., an

organization with the mission to advance community health and wellness. 

In honor of his memory, the Foundation has created a fund to be used for health services
and resources that were important to Dr. Phipps. These include:

Nov. 20, 1952       May 22, 2017

Sponsored by Paris Community Hospital Foundation, Inc.

Recruiting talented physicians and other healthcare professionals 

Providing special resources for the care of families and children

Providing long-term financial stability of locally-managed healthcare
services

In support of Dr. Phipps' legacy, please consider a donation to:
Paris Community Hospital Foundation- Phipps Fund

Mail to:
Martin D. Adams, CPA

721 E. Court St. 
Paris, IL 61944

Although infrequent and light consumption 
of alcohol is not likely to cause any major 
health issues, long term excessive alcohol use 

may certainly cause issues with your eyes.  In the short-term 
drinking can cause eye redness and irritation.  In addition, 
heavy consumption causes problems with the way your 
iris reacts to light, meaning you cannot adapt to a change 
in light conditions as fast.  This is especially problematic 
driving as your eyes cannot adapt to oncoming headlights.  
Drinking also causes decreased sensitivity of your periph-
eral vision, meaning it’s more difficult to see things to each 
side.  Perhaps most problematic drinking excessive alcohol 
can lead to blurry and double vision.  As always, it’s never 
safe to operate a vehicle after drinking and your vision is a 
big part of that.  Long term effects of heavy drinking may 
include permanent vision loss due to optic neuropathy.  
Also, even though moderate alcohol consumption has been 
potentially shown to have a few good effects on your health, 
that’s not a reason to start!  Always drink responsibly!  

EYES
On Alcohol

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Graduation is no 
time to learn you 
haven’t saved 
enough for college.

For a free, personalized 
college cost report, contact 
your Edward Jones financial 
advisor today.

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

It is going to be a busy sum-
mer at the Paris Public Library.

The library is hosting free 
“It’s Showtime at Your Library” 
programs during June to en-
courage a love of reading and 
learning. 

Actors with Stone Soup 
Shakespeare kick off the sum-
mer with “Act Like a Star” for 
third through eighth graders at 
1 p.m. Saturday, June 1. Partic-
ipants will learn some acting 
tricks and tools to act like their 
favorite superstar in everyday 
life or on the stage. Registration 
is not necessary for this hour-
long activity at the library.

A series of four Thursday 
Fun programs are scheduled 
in June for kindergarteners 
through sixth graders. Advance 
registration is required for each 

program so that enough sup-
plies are available.

First up is “Showtime Col-
ors” June 6. Children will make 
kaleidoscopes and explore col-
ors and light in STEM activi-
ties.

Douglas-Hart Nature Center 
presents “Animal Avengers” at 
10:30 a.m. June 13 and “Strut 
Your Stuff” at 10:30 a.m. June 
27. Both programs include a 
craft and a live animal visit. 

Staff from the Terre Haute 
Children’s Museum present 
“Set the Scene” at 10:30 a.m. 
June 20. Children will use 
models of simple machines and 
teamwork to solve backstage 
challenges of the theater.

Kim Trine, program coor-
dinator for ag and natural re-
sources at U of I Extension, is 
doing “Tops & Bottoms Gar-
dening” at 2 p.m Tuesday, June 

18. The hour-long program 
features fun, facts and activities 
about gardening for kindergar-
ten through sixth graders. As 
with the Thursday programs, 
registration is needed to have 
enough supplies on hand.

A basic crochet class for third 
through eighth graders is 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday, June 
29. Michelle Griffin will teach 
basic techniques in a small 
group class setting in the Gib-
son Room. Supplies are fur-
nished but advance registration 
is required. 

In addition to these stand-
alone programs, the library is 
offering a weekly Wednesday 
morning story time for ages 2-5 
(pre-K) beginning June 5. The 
story time is10:30-11 a.m., and 
the first one has a Pete the Cat 
theme and may feature a spe-
cial guest. Advance registration 

is requested.
Reading should be fun — 

without any pressure or expec-
tations — so there will be an 
optional reading chart available 
for children who want to record 
their reading. There’s also a se-
rious side to summer reading. 
Research has shown reading 
over the summer helps to pre-
vent loss of skills. Children who 
participate in summer library 
programs and read at least six 
books over the summer gen-
erally score higher in reading 
and math when they return to 
school. 

The full program schedule 
is available at the library and 
at parispubliclibrary.org. To 
learn more about the summer 
programs or to register for 
programs of interest, visit Par-
is Public Library or call 463-
3950.

Paris library announces summer activities

Congratulations, Paris High School Class of 2019
BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Paris High School’s Class of 
2019 is certainly a motivated 
bunch. Even outside of vale-
dictorian speeches, they were 
quick to organize for pictures, 
or good-byes or any of the 
number of items their teachers 
or peers wanted signed.

Though they approached it 
from a variety of angles, each of 
the 10 valedictorians had their 
own words on overcoming 
adversity. Many chose to focus 
on their pasts, looking back be-
fore moving forward. Cooper 
Block and Emilie Trapp fo-
cused on their time in athletics. 

 “I know many of you are sick 
of hearing about the 2018 foot-
ball team,” said Block. “That’s 
too bad, because you’re gonna 
listen again anyway.” 

He told the story of the 
game against Olney, and about 
how it made him want to give 
up. “We were down 14 to noth-
ing, and our star offense hadn’t 
even touched the ball,” he said. 

“Wanting to quit in those mo-
ments shows you a part of 
yourself you don’t like. I hate 
feeling like I want to quit. But 
I overcame it. The obstacles in 
our lives are how we become 
better.” 

Trapp chose to focus on the 
better moments. She recount-
ed an award she received for 

cheerleading. 
“Getting to walk across that 

stage with my teammates and 
my friends was the best day of 
my high school career – maybe 
my life,” Trapp said.

Kyra Marietta chose not 
to speak of her own achieve-
ments, instead preferring to 
thank the people in her life. 

“The people that have 
helped me reach where we all 
are today,” Marietta said.

Sydney Martin went 
through high school year by 
year. But she decided to cap it 
off with a vision of the future, 
saying with a smile, “Class of 
2019, you’ll never see this face 
again.” It was the last of the 
inside jokes she assured every-
one she peppered through the 
speech. 

Bailey Aitken chose to light-
en the mood. After several of 
her favorite quotes from teach-
ers, she had this to say: “re-
member, no matter what hap-
pens, there’s always one thing 
you can count on — Moose,” 
and she threw up her hands to 
make moose antlers for herself, 
with most of the class quick to 
join in a tradition any of teach-
er Brett Block’s students will 
remember fondly.

Hannah Bowers and Emilee 
Roush went back even further 
than their classmates. Bowers 
discussed their childhoods. 

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Two seniors walk out during the Paris High School graduation 
processional.

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

The Paris High School Class of 2019 is together one last time for a class picture prior to the annual graduation ceremoies.

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Top academic performers for the 2019 Paris High School class include, left to right, Emilie Trapp, Sydni Adams, Lainey Ogle, Sydney 
Martin, Cooper Block, Brooklyn Westerfield, Emilee Roush and Bailey Aitken. Not present were Hannah Bowers and Kyra Marietta.

“Where we ran around and 
played, and sometimes we 
would fall and scrape our knees 
and cry. But we’re still here, 
and we’ll keep being here,” said 
Bowers.

Roush involved her friend’s 
childhoods as well as her own. 

“I asked my friends what 
they wanted to be when they 
were five. They told me sur-
geons, firefighters, rock stars, 
teachers and even some prin-
cesses,” she said, adding it was 
insight she rounded with dis-
cussions of her own dreams. 
“I want to work in the medical 
field. I want to be with people 
during the scariest times of 
their lives. I think that’s what 
most of us want, we want to 
help people.”

Lainey Ogle chose to pay 

respects to the wisdom people 
gave them, and give those peo-
ple their I-told-you-so. 

“We were all told as fresh-
men that these four years 
would fly by fast. And, news-
flash, they did,” said Ogle.

Some chose to jump straight 
into the future from the podi-
um. Sydni Adams made her 
speech the story of their time 
in high school. 

“We’re in the falling action 
now,” said Adams. “The hard 
part is behind us. But like with 
most stories nowadays, people 
want a sequel. That sequel is up 
to us to make.”

The class of 2019 certainly 
has bright futures ahead, and 
the world is all the luckier for it. 
Congratulations to a class that 
understands what’s in its way.
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Sheep to Clothing to Quilts
All Day - Saturday, June 1

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m
The fascinating process behind spinning wool fibers into thread

will be demonstrated live. A spinning wheel made by E.J. Miller
in 1864, traveled from Somerset Co., Pa. with the founding three
families of the Amish settlement in the Arthur area. It was recovered
from the attic of the Moses Yoder home and will be on display
during the Sheep to Clothing event.

For more information visit:
illinoisamish.org or facebook.com/Illinois-Amish-Heritage-Center

Sheep Shearing 
Wool Washing

Wool Dying - extracting organic dyes
Spinning Wheels 
Loom Weaving

Quilt Piecing and Quilting 
Petting Zoo

Additional Displays and 
Demonstrations to be determined
Lunch Served:
Sandwiches and Drinks

Illinois Amish
Heritage Center
Just off Rt. 57, nine miles West of Arcola, 

through Chesterville, on Rt. 133. 
From Arthur: 3 miles East on Rt. 133

www.illinoisamish.org
FACEBOOK: Illinois Amish Heritage Center and Museum

sponsored
in part by:

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

NOTICE

THE DEADLINE FOR FILING THE 2019
 Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze 

Homestead Exemption will be
 

 JULY 31, 2019  

IF YOU HAVE NOT FILED YOUR 2019 
Application and Affidavit for Senior

Citizens Assessment Freeze 
Homestead Exemption,

Or if you are not sure if you qualify, 
please contact:

SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS
111 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE

PARIS, ILLINOIS
PHONE  217-466-7418

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

2016 SONIC LT20k MILES, 81 HONDA GOLDWING GL1100,
HUNTING ITEMS, MUZZLE LOADER, CROSS BOW, POOL
TABLE, FUR COATS, GAMING MACHINES,

TOOLS, FURNITURE, INSTRUMENTS,
SPORTS COLLECTIBLES, VINTAGE ITEMS

AND MORE.

JON WITVOET AUCTIONEER • 217-304-0442

ONLINE AUCTION
OWNER RAY GASH • ENDS MAY 22 @6PM CST

Go to www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com
for  to Register, Bid & Save

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the May 
13 criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
included: 

IN CUSTODY
nKyle N. Carter-Alvis, 25, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody. He entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery with prior 
convictions and was sen-
tenced to 150 days in jail with 
credit for 37 days previously 
served with the remaining 
76 days subject to stayed jail 
time with good conduct credit 
to apply, two years of proba-
tion, a $500 fine, court costs, 
various state fees, an order 
prohibiting contact with the 
apparent victim and an order 
to complete counseling per 
an evaluation. In exchange 
for the guilty plea, the state 
dismissed a second Class 4 fel-
ony domestic battery charge. 
Carter-Alvis was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nDallas Lance DeWeese, 

32, Paris, appeared in custody 
for a bond reduction hearing. 
He was denied any reduc-
tion. DeWeese’s unresolved 
Class 2 felony aggravated do-
mestic battery, a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
interrupting the reporting of 
domestic violence charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nBruce L. Hunt, 39, Par-

is, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery. The public de-
fender was appointed. Bond 

Edgar County Circuit Court

OBITUARIES

COURT was set at $5,000, and he was 
ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim or 
the victim’s residence. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference and Hunt 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nKassady C. Neibarger, 

30, Paris, appeared in custody. 
She was charged with a Class 
2 felony burglary and a Class 
3 felony theft. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. She was 
granted a bond reduction to 
$10,000 from the original 
bond of $20,000.  
nIn another matter, 

Neibarger was presented with 
a petition to revoke her condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class 3 felony failure to report 
to a penal institution convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed, and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJared M. Plew, 26, ap-

peared in custody of the Illi-
nois Department of Correc-
tions. The public defender was 
appointed to represent him 
for a Class 3 felony unlawful 
possession of a weapon by a 
felon, a Class A misdemean-
or unlawful use of weapons, a 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charges. Plew was 
remanded to custody of the 
IDOC where he is currently 
serving Edgar County sen-
tences for two Class 2 felony 
convictions of aggravated bat-
tery of a peace officer, a Class 
2 felony escape of a felon from 
a penal institution and a Class 
3 felony threatening a public 
official convictions.
nVance E. Plew, 24, Tay-

lorville, appeared in custody 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
4 felony domestic battery with 
prior convictions. In exchange 
for the plea, the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-

or domestic battery charge. A 
presentence investigation was 
ordered, and the matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing. He was released on 
a personal recognizance bond 
and remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

CHARGES
nLaura A. Baty, 25, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nThomas J. Philips, 20, 

Lowell, Ind., was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nTabitha L. Ramirez Mar-

tinez, 38, Paris, was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
retail theft charge. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRobert D. Hall, 33, Paris, 

entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer 
charge. He was sentenced to 
30 days in jail with credit for 
two days previously served 
with the remaining 28 days 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, 18 months of condition-
al discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 4 
felony resisting a police officer 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charges. 
nEthan T. Johnson, 20, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a revoked license charge. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nDavid T. Manning, 47, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 

A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, one year of conditional 
discharge, a $400 fine, 300 
hours of community service 
work, court costs and various 
state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nNicole J.  Boyce, 34, 

Beecher City, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol and a 
Class A misdemeanor endan-
germent of a child charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 
nJoseph A. Englum, 70, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol charges. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.

OTHER MATTERS
nNathan B. Shear, 30, 

Brocton was resentenced on 
a petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol con-
viction. He was resentenced 
to 90 days of electronic home 
monitoring, one year of pro-
bation, ordered to pay all pre-
vious financial obligations and 
ordered to complete 75 hours 
of counseling.  
nMax L. Trotter, 72, Kan-

sas, learned the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-
or domestic battery charge. 
The case was closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Amber D. Arreola, 33, 
Paris; Joseph W. Britton, 24, 
Dana, Ind.; Joseph W. Chris-
topher, 27, Chrisman; Isaac C. 
Graham, 22, Springfield; and 
Richard Wilken, 20, Paris.

BY GARY HENRY 
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Everything is in place for 
Horizon Health to assume 
emergency ambulance re-
sponse in the seven-township 
area around Paris. 

The Edgar County Board 
met in special session Mon-
day, May 20, to review the 
contract. Derrick Lorenzen 
said the contract was a re-
sult of meetings between the 
county board’s ambulance 
committee, Horizon Health 
management and input from 
both Edgar County State’s At-
torney Mark Isaf and Horizon 
Health’s legal representation.

“The goal was to find com-
mon ground with Horizon to 
get everything we wanted in 
the contract,” said Lorenzen. 

One of the key issues for 

the board’s ambulance com-
mittee was setting a response 
time and having a way to 
enforce it. While it was not 
part of the bid proposal, the 
contract gives the county 
the authority to assess fines 
against Horizon in the event 
response time does not fall 
within the two-minute re-
sponse deadline. 

The contract was accepted 
as written.

A study session followed 
the special meeting, and Matt 
Schueler of Wipfli, the firm 
doing the county’s audit, dis-
cussed the audit with board 
members. Schueler empha-
sized the audit document 
presented for review is still in 
draft form, although the firm 
is prepared to issue a clean 
opinion regarding the coun-

ty’s books. 
Some highlights he men-

tioned included the county 
changing from an underfund-
ed position with the Illinois 
Municipal Retirement Fund 
(IMRF) to being fully funded 
within a year. 

He noted Edgar County has 
$4.9 million in fund balances, 
but that does not mean there 
is almost $5 million to use as 
the county board wishes.

“The lion’s share of that is 
in restricted funds and not 
available for general use,” said 
Schueler. “It is not unusual 
there are large balances in re-
stricted funds in counties.”

He commended the coun-
ty employees for making the 
audit move smoothly and 
promptly finding information 
when auditors had questions. 

County board approves contract

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

ELEANOR ELMORE

KANSAS – Eleanor Jane 
Walker Elmore, 93, of West-
minster, Calif., and former-
ly of Kansas, passed away 
at 5:33 a.m. PDT Tuesday, 
May 21, 2019, at Brookdale 
Senior Living Solutions, 
Garden Grove, Calif. 

A service celebrating her 
life is 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
June 1, at Templeton Funer-
al Home. 

Burial follows in Maple 
Hill Cemetery at Westfield.       

Visitation is from 9:30 
a.m. until the service time 
Saturday at the funeral 
home. 

Additional information 
and online condolences 
available at www.Templeton-
FuneralHome.com.
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

In Memory of

Ken Dennison
September 22, 1945 - April 2, 2019

Our hearts are full of gratitude and appreciation 
from the support we received at the passing of our 
father. Your many acts of kindness and sympathy 

during our grief continue to comfort us in our time 
of sorrow. We deeply appreciate your thoughtful-

ness and sincerity during this time.

Thank you to Providence Health Care for caring for 
our dad during his illness. We would like to person-
ally thank Pete, Scott, and the staff of Templeton 
Funeral Home for lightening our burden during 
this time. Thank you to the Paris Lion’s Club for 

the Rose Ceremony which was special to us. Thank 
you to Reverend Dixon and Reverend Parkinson for 
being there for our dad and us. It brought us much 
comfort during this time. Most of all, thank you to 
those that knew him and loved him. We know he 

will be sadly missed by all he touched.

Our Dad always told us not to mourn for him when 
he was gone. He is going to a wonderful place. He 
would watch over us from above. He would be in 

our hearts forever, wherever we go. Just remember 
him by his loving smile. 

Thank you, all!
Candi Milam and Family

Tracey McCarty and Family
Tamara Funk and Family

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
SELECT UPRIGHTS ON SALE UNTIL MAY 31

CAROLYN SIVERLY
MARSHALL – Carolyn 

S. Siverly, 79, of Marshall, IL 
passed away at 6:33 a.m. Fri-

day, May 17, 
2019, at her 
home. 

A service 
honoring her 
life was 10 
a.m. Tuesday, 
May 21, at 
Pearce Fu-

neral Home. Burial was in the 
Marshall Cemetery. Visitation 
was 4-7 p.m. Monday, May 20, 
at the funeral home. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Baptist 
Children’s Home or breast can-
cer research. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SIVERLY

CHERYL REED
PORTAGE, Wis. – Cheryl 

R. Reed, 56, of Portage, Wis., 
passed away Wednesday, May 

22, 2019, at 
her home 
surrounded 
by her loving 
family.  

S e r v i c e s 
are at later 
date. Pflanz 
M a n t l e y 

Mendrala Funeral Homes is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Mrs. Reed was born on Aug. 
30, 1962, at Paris, the daughter 
of Ed and Lela Rose. She mar-
ried Travis Reed, who survives.

She is also survived by her 
mother, Lela Rose of Paris; 
daughters, Betsy (Jason) Li-
gotino, Michelle Sams, Ken-
dra Miller, Mary Leathers; 
stepdaughter, Michaela Reed; 

REED

JANICE JONES
Janice Lorraine “J.J.” Jones, 

65, of Paris, passed away at 
11:32 p.m. Tuesday, May 14, 
2019, in the emergency room 
of Horizon Health Paris Com-
munity Hospital.  

A service celebrating her life 
was 2 p.m. Thursday, May 23, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Fairview 

Cemetery at Kansas. Visitation 
was from noon until the service 
time Thursday at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Paul Warner Animal 
Rescue. 

Additional information 
and online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

ELVIS WARD
Elvis Richard Ward, 89, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:40 a.m. 
EDT Saturday, May 18, 2019, 

at The Gib-
son Family 
Center for 
Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. He was 
retired after 
more than 
50 years as a 

truck driver for Wallace Live-
stock Trucking, Vigoro and 
Paris Transport. 

Services celebrating his life 
are 10:30 a.m. today, May 25, 
at Templeton Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Mark Parkinson 
officiating. Burial follows in 
Edgar Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Friday, May 
24, at the funeral home and 
Masonic Rites by Prairie Lodge 
#77 A.F. & A.M were 5 p.m. 
Friday at the conclusion of the 
visitation. 

Mr. Ward was born Aug. 10, 
1929, in Edgar County, the son 
of the late Alva Lee and Ada 
Pearl Wallace Ward. He mar-
ried Grace Ann Conover Oct. 
30, 1971, in Paris, and she sur-
vives. 

Other survivors include 
three children, Marsha (Rob-
ert) Lucas of Littleton, Colo., 
Elvis “Butch” (Linda) Ward of 
Terre Haute and Richard (Kim) 
Ward of Paris; seven grand-
children, Kimberly (David) 
Sweitzer of Junction City, Kan., 
Kristopher Lucas of Brookha-
ven, Ga., Karina (Jeff) Ram-
sey of Littleton, Colo., Samara 
(Matt) Tyree of Fort Knox, Ky., 
Brooklyn Ward of Paris and 
Jackie and Heather Svitek of 
Paris; six great-grandchildren, 
Sam and Brittney Sweitzer, 
Lily, Lucas and Nolan Ramsey, 
and Arianna Tyree; and several 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
a brother, Ershel Ward, a sister, 

Mary Louise Griffin, and his 
friend and former spouse, Ros-
ie (Maynard) Whitlock. 

Mr. Ward was a member of 
First Christian Church of Par-
is; a 50-year member of Prai-
rie Lodge #77 Ancient Free 
& Accepted Masons; AASR 
Valley of Danville; Ansar 
Shrine Temple; Edgar County 
Shrine Club; the North Amer-
ican Poolshooters Association 
League of Edgar County; and 
the Tuesday Night Euchre 
Club. 

He loved trucking and play-
ing pool, was a loyal St. Louis 
Cardinals Fan and enjoyed 
watching game shows on tele-
vision. Above all else, he loved 
spending time with his family, 
especially his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to First Christian Church 
of Paris. 

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

WARD

LISA COLTER
Lisa Marie Colter, 34, of Par-

is, passed away early Saturday 
morning, May 18, 2019, at her 

home. She 
was a daycare 
provider out 
of her home 
for 10 years.

A funeral 
service was 
10 a.m., Fri-
day, May 24, 

at Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. Burial was in Franklin 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 

23, at the funeral home.  
Ms. Colter was born May 7, 

1985, at Danville, the daugh-
ter of Bruce A. and Debbie 
Craig Lowe.

She is survived by her par-
ents of Paris; her daughter, 
Lindsay Colter of Paris; three 
sisters, Amanda Jo (Dustin) 
Blair of Chrisman, Lela Lowe 
( James Ramsey) of Chrisman 
and Emma Jean Butler (Roger 
Gant) of Mattoon, three niec-
es and three nephews.

She was a loving moth-
er, daughter, sister, aunt and 
friend.  She devoted her life to 

the wellbeing of her only child, 
as well as William Franklin 
“Frankie” Gill, Hailey Gill and 
Tyson Gill who were a big part 
of her world the last six years.

Ms. Colter was a 2003 grad-
uate of Chrisman High School 
and involved in 4-H and FFA. 
She was raised in the Church 
of Christ in Paris.

Donations for the bene-
fit of Lindsay Colter may be 
made in care of the Longview 
Bank.

Online condolences please 
go to www.stewartandcarroll-
funeralhome.com

COLTER

KENNETH BRIGGS
MARTINSVILLE – Ken-

neth Eugene Briggs, 84, of Bro-
ken Arrow, Okla., passed into 

heaven April 
29, 2019.  He 
resided in 
Broken Arrow 
for 38 years 
and retired 
after work-
ing for Skelly, 
Getty and 

Texaco.
He will be laid to rest where 

he grew up in Illinois with a 
graveside service 10:30 a.m. 
July 5 at Butternut Cemetery, 
near Martinsville. The Floral 
Haven Funeral Home at Bro-

ken Arrow, Okla., is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Mr. Briggs was born March 
5, 1935, at Casey.

He is survived by his wife 
Karen; daughter, Kelly (hus-
band Jon); son, Kevin Doug-
las; granddaughters, Katie and 
Sara Wofford; grandson, Kev-
in Michael (Jessica) Briggs; 
great-grandson, Landon Briggs; 
his brothers Leland (Debbie) 
Briggs, Larry (Kathy) Briggs; 
and sisters, Evalyn Gross and 
Lisa Briggs. 

Mr. Briggs enjoyed tending 
to his garden, camping, eating 
sweets, watching “Judge Judy,” 
working with his hands, fixing 
things and helping others.  

BRIGGS

BUTCH BAYS
MARSHALL – Earl Wil-

liam “Butch” Bays, 72, of Al-
ton, and formerly of Marshall, 
passed away at 11:34 a.m. 
Thursday, May 16, 2019, at St. 
Anthony Hospital, Alton. 

A graveside service was 
2:15 p.m. Tuesday, May 22, at 
Marshall Cemetery, with the 
Rev. Paul Burress offficating. 
Visitation was from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday at Pearce Funeral 
Home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www. 
pearcefuneralservices.com.

BARBARA SWARTHOUT
Barbara Elaine Swarthout, 

88, of Paris, passed away at 5:42 
p.m. Thursday, May 23, 2019, 

at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. She 
was a retired 
chemist for 
Illinois Cere-
al Mills and 
p r e v i o u s l y 

worked as a chemical librarian 
for Dow Chemical. After re-
tirement, she was a freelance 
marketing consultant.

Visitation is from 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, May 28, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home in Par-
is. Burial is private in Edgar 
Cemetery.

Mrs. Swarthout was born 
Sept. 21, 1930, at Ionia, Mich., 
the daughter of the late Karl 
and Margaret (Kurk) Stea-
rns Sr. She married E. Jack 

Swarthout March 28, 1953, at 
Midland, Mich., and he sur-
vives.

Other survivors include 
two children, Paul (Nanette) 
Swarthout of Chesterfield, 
Mo., and Susan (Dave) Kimb-
ley of Colorado Springs, Colo.; 
a brother, Karl (Linda) Stea-
rns Jr. of Mason, Mich.; two 
grandchildren, Jenny Kimbley 
of Denver, Colo., and Heather 
(Ralph) Kohlhase of Monu-
ment, Colo.; two great-grand-
children, Adam and Scott 
Kohlhase; a niece, Kathy 
Hansz of Sheboygan, Mich.; 
and a nephew, Ken (Jackie) 
Stearns of Gainesville, Fla.

 Mrs. Swarthout graduated 
valedictorian from Midland 
High School in 1948 and 
earned her Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Chemistry from Mich-
igan State University in 1952. 
Later in life, she enjoyed doing 
post-graduate studies in mar-

keting and copyrighting at St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods College. 
She was one of the first wom-
en to earn membership in the 
American Chemical Society. 

When her children were 
young, she served as a Girl 
Scout leader for a number of 
years. Among her proudest ac-
complishments was her work 
through Altrusa of Paris in 
spearheading and implement-
ing Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library for Edgar County. She 
remained active with the pro-
gram for many years as a tire-
less advocate and volunteer. 

In her spare time, Mrs. 
Swarthout enjoyed stereo pho-
tography, gardening, cooking, 
and was a talented pianist and 
accordionist.

Memorial donations may be 
made to HRC - Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library.

 Online condlences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

SWARTHOUT

LOWELL HICKOX
CASEY – Lowell Paul 

Hickox, 76, of Casey, passed 
away at 4:15 p.m. Mon-

day, May 
20, 2019, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
N u r s i n g 
Center.   

A funeral 
service was 
10 a.m. Fri-
day, May 24, 

at Markwell Funeral Home, 
with Brother Michael J. Da-
vis officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in the Walnut Chapel 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 23, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Church of 
Christ, in care of the funer-
al home or to Lincolnland 
Home Health Care.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

HICKOX

grandchildren, Daniel, Quin-
ton, Allyssa, Clayton, Payton, 
Ava-Rae, Caleb, Kylie, Beau 
and Kenlee; sister, Anne (Ray-
mond) Ramirez; mother-in-
law, Eva Reed; lifelong friend, 
Patty Petersen; loving com-
panion, Punky Doodle; other 

relatives and many friends. 
She was preceded in death 

by her father, Ed Rose; broth-
ers, Eddie Rose and Gerald 
Wilson; and her granddaugh-
ter, Ryleigh Arnett. 

Mrs. Reed enjoyed spending 
time with friends and family.

EUGENE WARD
Eugene E. Ward, 81, of Par-

is, passed away at 11:20 p.m. 
Saturday, May 18, 2019, at 

Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
He was a 
quality con-
trol inspector 
for a defense 
contractor.

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
services will 

be announced at a later date. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mr. Ward was born June 5, 
1937, in Embarrass Township, 
Edgar County, the son of the 
late Paul Scott and Eda Pupilli 
Ward. He married Kathleen 
Mullins Ward in Minneapolis, 
Minn., and she survives.

He is also survived by his 
children Laurie (Kenneth) 
Koestler of Jordan, Minn., 
and Michelle (Robert) Wolf 
of Chaska, Minn.; and four 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Ward served in the Unit-
ed States Army.

Donations may be made to 
the Edgar County Humane 
Association. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome

WARD

CHARLES MILLER SR.  
CASEY – Charles Edward 

Miller Sr., 87, of Casey, passed 
away at 12:56 a.m. Thurs-

day, May 
23, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

A memo-
rial service is 
6 p.m. Tues-
day, May 28, 

at Markwell Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Bob Thompson 
officiating.  Burial is at a later 
date in Casey Cumberland 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
4 p.m. until the service time 
Tuesday at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Fire De-
partment.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

MILLER



It started with the progressive 
income tax. 

Then they came after Netflix.
And gasoline. 

And video gam-
bling. 

And retailers.
All in, Illinois 

lawmakers before 
the spring legisla-
tive session ends 
will push 19 new 
or increased taxes 
worth nearly $7 
billion.

This onslaught 
of tax proposals is hurtling toward 
passage by the May 31 adjourn-
ment. If all of these backdoor 
middle-class tax hikes go through, 
any potential relief Illinoisans are 
supposed to see under the gover-
nor’s progressive income tax will 
quickly disappear.

Why are Springfield lawmakers 
and our new bully billionaire gov-
ernor trying to make taxpayers 
the only defense against decades 
of fiscal mismanagement by their 
state government? 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s single 
strategy is a progressive income 
tax. This, along with the other 
18 tax schemes, makes clear that 
taxpayers will be sacrificed so the 
leaders may avoid facing spending 
reforms that would actually solve 
the problem.

Nearly 10,000 Illinoisans have 
filed witness slips against the pro-
gressive tax amendment that has 
cleared the Senate and awaits a 
vote of the House. That’s unprece-
dented. Nearly 100,000 Illinois-
ans have signed a petition asking 
their lawmakers to vote against 
the progressive income tax.

Why won’t the governor and 
Springfield lawmakers listen?

Everyone agrees the progres-
sive tax won’t generate enough 
revenue to take care of the struc-
tural deficit, let alone pensions. 
No Republicans support the 
proposal. Even Democrats are 

peeling off the plan because they 
know it means tax hikes for their 
middle-class constituents.

So Pritzker is now taking des-
perate measures, such as remov-
ing anti-progressive tax Rep. Jerry 
Costello, D-Smithton, by giving 
him a cushy agency directorship  
— and a reason to resign from 
the House. Costello was the first 
of his party to oppose the tax be-
cause of constituent opposition; 
his replacement should also heed 
taxpayers, as two more Demo-
crats recently have said they’ll 
likely do.

When state representatives 
have the audacity to oppose the 
governor’s proposal, Pritzker 
responds by attacking them. 
That’s what happened when 
these two Democrats, state Reps. 
Sam Yingling of Grayslake and 
Jonathan Carroll of Northbrook, 
recently said the progressive tax 
was the wrong choice for their 
constituents.

Pritzker responded to their 
pro-constituent decision by 
saying, “Those who oppose this 
(progressive tax) plan are siding 
with millionaires and the very 
wealthy against everyday Illinois-
ans, and they need to offer an 
alternative that will fix our state’s 
long-standing fiscal challenges.”

Fortunately, plenty of alter-
natives — many of them with 
bipartisan support — are ready 
for consideration within the 
Capitol.

The most important legislation 
in play in Springfield is a plan to 
fix Illinois’ $133 billion pension 
crisis. 

Two companion bills (HJRCA 
21 and SJRCA 9) would amend 
the state constitution so it still 
protects earned benefits but 
would allow for changes to future 
benefit accruals. 

They’ve already been filed in 
the General Assembly and could 
be moved ahead immediately. 
After amending the constitution, 

lawmakers should reintroduce 
reforms similar to those passed 
through the Democratic super-
majority-controlled General 
Assembly and signed by former 
Gov. Pat Quinn in 2013.

School district consolidation 
would save $2.9 billion over five 
years but still allow us to invest 
more money in classrooms, 
students and teachers by reducing 
administrative bloat. This reform 
could move ahead immediately 
if legislators adopt House Bill 
3053, a bold piece of legislation 
from suburban Democrat Tom 
Cullerton.

House Speaker Michael Madi-
gan in 2012 supported aligning 
responsibility for setting retire-
ment benefits with accountabil-
ity for paying these retirement 
benefits at schools and univer-
sities. These two policies alone 
would save $12.2 billion over 
five years.

Taxpayers are already paying 
the second-highest property 
taxes in the country, paying the 
sixth-highest sales taxes and 
paying the fifth-highest overall tax 
burden. 

For fairness, it is time to limit 
automatic pay raises for some 
of the nation’s highest-paid state 
workers. Gov. Pritzker should also 
take the lead on right-sizing group 
health insurance costs while 
maintaining quality care. These 
steps could save $4.2 billion over 
five years.

It’s time for Pritzker to stop 
making Illinois taxpayers the only 
solution. It’s time for the governor 
to scrap his progressive tax push 
and move against the costs that 
drive up Illinoisans’ taxes and 
drive out their public services.

The alternatives to never-end-
ing taxation are out there. It’s time 
for Springfield to listen, be brave 
and lead.

(John Tillman is CEO for the 
Illinois Policy Institute, a Chica-
go-based research organization.)
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 If you want to see how 
times have changed this 
legislative session, take a 
quick look at Senate Bill 

1591.
The 

Illinois 
and Chi-
cago-land 
chambers 
have been 
pushing 
legislation 
all session 
to offer 
state in-
centives to 

data centers, which store 
massive amounts of elec-
tronic information. Illinois 
has been a national leader 
for data center locations 
because the Chicago re-
gion is a national Internet 
hub, connecting the coun-
try’s east and west, and 
has a reliable and plentiful 
electricity supply. 

While companies have 
continued building lots of 
new data centers in and 
around Chicago at an ag-
gressive pace, they started 
having trouble filling them 
last year because other 
states have been recruiting 
the facilities. Apple, one 
of the richest corporations 
in the world, snagged a 
$208 million tax break to 
build a $1.3 billion facility 
in Iowa. 
    So, the chambers and 
others decided to propose 
incentives to protect what 
Illinois already has and 
spur some new growth

SB1591 provides ex-
emptions from and credits 
for a host of state and local 
sales and use taxes to low-
er costs for building and 
running large data centers 
with at least $250 million 
in capital investment and 
20 full-time employees. 
The measure was not gain-
ing a lot of traction and 
then proponents asked 
the construction unions to 
chat. The unions listened 
and suggested some 
changes to make the bill 
more labor-friendly. 

The unions recom-
mended an amendment 
containing responsible 
bidder requirements, 
which assures the contrac-
tors meet certain levels of 
qualifications (and that 
usually means unionized 
workers). The provision 
was added, as were Project 

Demos 
are going 
insane

Local businesses, industries step up to help fire department expand training

The Democrats running the House of 
Representatives have gone insane — and they 
prove it every day.

Despite the conclusions of 
the Mueller Report, Nancy 
Pelosi and her Deranged 
Democrat underlings in the 
House have not given up 
their fight to depose Presi-
dent Trump.

They have six kangaroo 
committees in the House 
subpoenaing anyone who 
ever played golf with the 
president and looking every-
where they can for whatever 

financial or personal dirt they can find to use 
against him and his administration.

The Mad House Democrats don’t care 
what irresponsible charges they make. When 
it comes to Trump, all’s fair in hate and war.

Meanwhile, while they make fools of 
themselves and waste time trying to over-ride 
the Mueller Report, the Deranged Democrats 
refuse to do a single thing about the invasion 
of migrants on our southern border.

No Democrat would be caught dead calling 
it an invasion. Neither would any journalist 
or pundit employed by CNN, MSNBC, the 
New York Times or the Washington Post.

But when you have thousands and thou-
sands of Central American asylum seekers 
over-running our border every day and over-
whelming our ability to process and properly 
care for their families, it’s an invasion.

Overcrowding is so bad now at the Texas 
border that the Border Patrol has had to fly 
or bus migrant families to processing centers 
in towns like Santa Fe, Denver, San Diego, 
San Bernardino and Murrieta, a city of about 
100,000 between LA and San Diego.

No one is quite sure where they go after 
they are processed, but it could be anywhere. 
And they have little or no money, no food, 
no place to stay — just a slip of paper telling 
them to show up at their asylum hearing two 
years from now.

When will Democrats in Congress wake up 
and acknowledge this invasion is real? Never. 
They don’t give a you-know-what.

The growth and sustainability of 
any great community can be attribut-
ed to many factors – location, eco-
nomic climate, education systems, 
recreation outlets, infrastructure and 
people.

But no factor is more important 
than the people and their willingness 
to make Paris and Edgar County a 
better, safer place to live and raise 
a family. That’s just what quietly 
happened these past few months as 
the Paris Fire Department expands 
the training area at the Hartley-Tay-
lor Training Center on Cherry Point 
Road.

Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates de-
veloped a wishlist for improving the 
training center but found grants to 
make the work possible — including  
much-needed electrical upgrades — 
are few and far between.

Instead of grants, local businesses 

and industry heard about the needs 
and stepped up, providing in-kind 
labor and material donations to the 
tune of $38,000.

The result of this can-do attitude 
is expansion at the training center 
is underway. When completed, the 
center will provide much-needed 
training just not for the Paris Fire 
Department or Paris Fire Protection 
District but all county fire depart-
ments, Gates emphasized.

Improved lighting at the training 
center has been made possible by 
EnerStar, which set new light poles. 
Perhaps one of the most exciting 
and needed additions to the training 
center will be a place where firemen 

and first responders can practice 
techniques for rescuing someone 
trapped in a grain-filled bin.

Many of us know of someone who 
lost someone to entrapment or who 
was saved from dying in a bin full of 
beans or corn.

Regular grain bin rescue training 
for our firemen and first responders 
is now available. Thanks to a dona-
tion by North American Lightning 
and Cadillac Products of small beads 
of  plastic to fill the grain bin, permit-
ting ongoing training.

This training — and more that is 
planned — is now available because 
local residents asked questions 
how improving the center could be 
possible.

The result in the long run is that all 
of our communities from Chrisman 
to Oliver and Kansas to Vermilion 
will be safer. 
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Behavior, 
manners 
important
Editor, Prairie Press:

Just wanted to comment on Nancy 
Zeman’s column in the Prairie Press regarding 
graduation. As I am sure you probably had 
plenty of people voice their disapproval of 
your comments, I for one have to agree with 
everything you wrote.  

I truly think that many of us who grew up 
together think the same way. Of course it 
was very clear to us as we grew up. When we 
all went somewhere, whether it be a game, 
social function or even as our parents took 
us to each others homes to visit and play, we 
knew what the limitations were and how to 
act. It was an expectation. All of our parents 
seemed to be completely comfortable making 
sure that we all behaved as well. Your Mom 
and Dad would correct us just as all the other 
Moms and Dads. 

It seems we have lost that type of behavior 
not only in the youth of today, but also in 
those who are raising them. I believe that that 
is one of the reasons that the country as a 
whole has so many issues.  

Keep doing what your doing. I enjoy it and 
hope to see you next time I’m at home.

Lee Wallace
Harlingen, Texas

Ten Town article shared some 
new facts, provided memories
Editor, The Prairie Press:

I found the article about Ten Town in your 
paper very interesting. 

My family on my grandmother’s side was 
from Ten Town. I didn’t know that the town 
was named after each family who had ten 
acres (maybe 18 families or more). I thought 
the name meant there was only 10 families 
living there. Learn something new every day.

My grandmother, Minnie Wilson of 
Conlogue, was Minnie Annie Graham of Ten 
Town. Her father was Jack Graham, son of 
Levi Graham of Ten Town. Levi was the son 
of Eli Graham of Bardstown, Ky. Before that 
in the old country, they came from Northern 
Ireland. 

The Grahams came to Ten Town in the 
1850s. Jack Graham was a shoe cobbler and 
boot repair, while his father was a school-
teacher and farmer. I found that the home 
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EDP Renewables’ Prairie Queen Wind Farm in Allen County, Kansas 
has bolstered the local economy during construction, increasing 
sales tax revenues by more than 22 percent compared to recent years. 

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm will create up to 250 
jobs during construction and 8 to 10 permanent 
jobs to operate and maintain the wind farm.

It’s been unbelievable. 
I would guess that over the past six 
months, we’ve seen a 30 percent 
increase in business across the board.
   – Kirk D., owner 

Chancy’s Grill and Shake
Moran, Kansas

“
“

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant
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place was on Tom Ogle’s 
land very interesting. I 
didn’t know where they 
lived. 

Everett and Jim Gra-
ham’s grocery store was 
in Ten Town and later in 
Conlogue. I would like to 
know when and why Ten 
Town fell apart. I think 
most of the people of Ten 
Town went to Grandview 
or Conlogue.

In the early 1900s, 
Conlogue had two grocery 
stores. One was run by Ev-
erett Graham (my grand-
mother’s brother), and the 
other ran by Charley Gill 
and his wife, Mary Wilson 
Gill, who was my Grandfa-
ther Wilson’s sister.

I have heard stories 
the Indians had a com-
munity pot by Big Creek. 
Whatever you could find, 
throw it into the pot for 
soup. As the animals and 
wild onions boiled, they 
scraped off the hair and 
ate the rest as soup. Locals 
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Labor Agreements, which 
require building contractors 
to enter into labor agree-
ments before commencing 
work. An income tax credit 
was also added for projects in 
areas hit hard by poverty and 
unemployment.

All of a sudden, the bill 
took off. Senate Republi-
can Leader Bill Brady, who 
has been looking for union 
support ever since anti-union 
Gov. Bruce Rauner was 
defeated, even signed on as 
a co-sponsor. The bill sailed 
out of the Senate on a unani-
mous roll call. 

This development would 
have been unheard-of during 
the past four years. It’s not 
that Rauner was totally 
averse to subsidies, but he 
was staunchly opposed to 
things like responsible bidder 
requirements and PLAs. 
And Leader Brady wouldn’t 
have dared crossed Rauner 
by signing onto a bill like 
that because Rauner never 
would’ve forgotten it. 

One of the best ways to 
get a bill rolling this year 
is to invite organized labor 
into the mix. Not only can it 
help pass a bill, because both 
Democratic legislative lead-
ers are trying to do whatever 
they can for unions after four 
years of Rauner’s attempts 
to destroy them, the support 
can also help convince Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker to sign it into law.  

This is a big reason why 
securing labor’s endorse-
ment of the cannabis 
legalization bill is deemed 
so crucial by some, even 
if some proponents were 
initially resistant. 

If you look at Rep. Marty 
Moylan’s (D-Des Plaines) 
House resolution urging 
the General Assembly to 
slow down the legalization 
process, you’ll see a bunch 
of pro-union Democrats are 
co-sponsors. Not to mention 
that Moylan himself has been 
consistently endorsed by 
labor over the years. Make 
this bill a union priority and 
you attract votes, or at least 
you make it more difficult 
for pro-union legislators to 

oppose it. 
There is one big down-

side. African-American and 
Latino legislators have been 
battling with the predom-
inantly white trade unions 
for years to integrate their 
memberships. There’s a 
reason why that income tax 
credit for impoverished areas 
had to be added to the data 
center bill when labor signed 
on.  And the unions’ entry 
into the cannabis legalization 
movement was not exactly 
met with joy. 

However, some very 
wealthy companies are 
descending upon Illinois to 
get a piece of the legalization 
pie and a good argument can 
be made this state needs to 
make extra sure it doesn’t 
hand out licenses to print 
money to employers who pay 
their workers a pittance and 
only offer folks part-time jobs 
without benefits.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

REAGAN
FROM PAGE 6A

There’s nothing planned. 
No Democrat is talking 
seriously about how to fix 
our broken immigration 
system — which hasn’t been 
addressed for 33 years by 
either party in Congress.

Democrats pretend the 
invasion is not happening 
and the liberal media either 
pretend along with them 
or mock the president and 
Republicans who call it a 
national emergency.

The mainstream liberal 
media are especially at fault 
because they have done 
such a biased, half-butted 
job of covering the migrant 
invasion.

They’ve shown us every 
misery suffered by the poor 
migrants after they get to 
American soil.

And they’ve made sure the 
whole country knows the 
details about the separated 
families and the tragic deaths 
of six kids in U.S. custody — 
all of which, of course, are 

entirely the fault of a man 
named Trump.

But the mainstream media 
is shameful.

They have consistently 
underplayed the scope of 
the invasion problem, its 
economic and social costs, its 
causes (bad immigration laws 
and a chicken Congress) and 
ignored its many other vic-
tims — the American ones.

The migrant invasion has 
hurt the overworked border 
patrol officers, the people 
and property owners in the 
towns at the border, Ameri-
can taxpayers and the poorest 
citizens of the USA whose 
unskilled jobs are most likely 
to be taken by migrants.

Now we have cities and 
towns far from the border 
becoming the latest victims 
of Washington’s failure to fix 
immigration.

It’s their citizens who are 
going to have to pay for a lot 
of the food, housing, polic-
ing, education and healthcare 
of the migrants.

The saddest part is that 
this politically created mess 

on our border is not going to 
change.

Congress isn’t going to 
do anything and it won’t let 
Trump do anything.

It should be up to the 
public to clean out the bums 
in the House and Senate, 
but voters won’t do anything 
because though most of them 
think Congress is a cesspool 
of incompetent cowards they 
also think their home con-
gressperson is just great.

Since the invasion of mi-
grants from Central Amer-
ica is not going to stop 
anytime soon, you might 
as well go down to your 
town square or bus station 
and put up a “Welcome to 
America” sign.

Just make sure you write it 
in two languages.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email him 
at reagan@caglecartoons.com.)

said no thanks.
My direct line to the Gra-

ham Family of Ten Town: my 
father Phil Wilson, grand-
mother Minnie Graham, 
great-grandfather Jack Gra-

ham, great-great-grandfather 
Levi Graham and great-great-
great-grandfather Eli Graham 
of Kentucky.

David Wilson
Paris
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At Horizon Health, we’ve always considered your goals, our goals; your success, our 
success. We hope you will join us in celebrating the distinction of Horizon Health 

being named a Top 100 Critical Access Hospital. We are one of only two hospitals 
selected for the distinction in Illinois, out of a national total of over 1,300 Critical Access 

Hospitals. We could never have done it without our dedicated community and staff. 

Thank you for helping us reach the top, and for being there with us. 

Horizon Health is a Top 100 Critical Access Hospital

With you at
  the top.

Learn more about our Top 100 Distinction at MyHorizonHealth.org. 

FIRE
FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

HUME – Interim super-
intendent Allen Hall briefed 
Shiloh School Board mem-
bers about the financial im-
pact the proposed Harvest 
Ridge Wind Farm may have 
on the school district.

Part of the proposed wind 
energy development is to 
be built within the Douglas 
County portion of the Shiloh 
School District. 

“When the windmills go 
on, our tax rate can actually go 
down, because we will have a 
higher EAV,” said Hall.  

EAV is the Equalized As-
sessed Value of property, or 
it’s taxable value. The estimate 
is Shiloh’s EAV will go up by 
50 percent once the windmills 

are online and generating 
electricity. 

“The windmills will bring in 
about $900,000 annually with 
about 60 percent going into 
the education fund,” said Hall. 
“It creates lots of options.”

Hall added tax money from 
the windmills will not start 
until the last one is built and 
the system is complete. A 
rough estimate is the new tax 
money is at least two years in 
the future.

Board members gave final 
approval for a $78,630 up-
grade to the home econom-
ics room for new cabinets, 
an island centerpiece and 
new granite countertops. The 
contract was awarded to O.E. 
Shrock of Arcola. 

Hall noted prevailing wage 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Every Thursday afternoon 
a group of volunteers gathers 
at the Farm Bureau and packs 
bags of food.

The goal is to make sure food 
insecure students attending 
schools in Paris 95 and Crest-
wood Unit 4 have something 
to eat over the weekend when 
they are not in class and do not 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Food for Kids was recently recognized by the Illinois Education Association for the group’s ef-
forts to fill bags of food that food insecure students in the Paris 95 and Crestwood Unit 4 school 
districts can take home so they have something to eat on weekends. The Association of Paris 
Teachers made the nomination. Front row, left to right, Fenton Cash, Kaitje Camp, Emily Vaughn 
presenting the plaque to Kurt Speece, Sandy Campbell, Diane Mathews, Marian Mattingly, Judy 
Cash and Sis Satterfield. Back row, left to right, Kim Brown, Robert Laughead, Lisa Laughead, Joy 
Turner, Susie Kelly, Carol Abernathy and Peyton Rogers-Trapp.

Shiloh school board discuss future finances
rules apply to the labor for in-
stalling the cabinets and coun-
tertops and that is $13,000 
worth of the expense. He said 
one option is to wait and rebid 
the cabinet project next year 
so school maintenance work-
ers can make the installation 
during the summer of 2020. 
The maintenance workers are 
committed this summer to re-
placing the bleacher seating in 
the gym.

Board members April Mor-
ris and Renee Henry opposed 
deferring the project. Morris 
said the Shrock employees 
have experience installing 
granite countertops so that 
work can be done efficiently, 
correctly and the district has 
recourse if there is a problem 
with the work.

Hall discussed including 
a school bus purchase in the 
next budget. He found a one-
year old used bus available for 
$71,476 and the bus company 
is willing to take two of Shi-
loh’s old buses as part of the 
trade. He said the district re-
cently had five buses repaired, 
including the rebuilding of 
one engine.

The net result of the trade 
is Shiloh gets a newer bus and 
reduces its fleet by one bus. 

A project to air condition 
the Shiloh gymnasium hit 
a stumbling block. Hall re-
ported the school architect 
informed him there is not 
enough time to complete the 
engineering and drawings to 
have the work done this year. 
The architect suggested de-

laying the project for bidding 
until January with the work to 
be done in 2020.

In anticipation of a grow-
ing teacher shortage, the 
administration discussed a 
plan to make the sixth grade 
a self-contained classroom 
again. Currently, sixth grade 
moves between rooms and 
classes are with subject matter 
specialists.

A self-contained classroom 
means the students stay in one 
room with one teacher who is 
responsible for all subjects.

“We would approach it as 
a transition program between 
elementary school and junior 
high,” said principal Beth Har-
baugh.

She explained if the change 
is made the sixth grade class-

room will remain in the 
junior high section of the 
building and the students will 
stay in one classroom with 
one teacher for the morn-
ing, with some switching of 
rooms during the afternoon 
for classes such as P.E., band 
and art. 

Hall added the change is 
being considered because Shi-
loh has not found teachers for 
the junior high science and so-
cial science positions. During 
the course of the evening, the 
board accepted resignations 
from four teachers – elemen-
tary, junior high/high school 
English, junior high science 
and music. Three teaching 
positions were filled – P.E., 
elementary and high school 
English.

Food for Kids honored by Illinois Education Association
have access to the school break-
fast and lunch program.

After the volunteers, pack 
the kid-friendly food, the bags 
are delivered to the schools on 
Friday morning and the school 
nurses discreetly place the bags 
in the lockers of the recipients 
so no undue attention is drawn 
to those getting the help.

This has been going on for 
more than three years and has 
made such a difference for the 
students the Association of Par-
is Teachers (APT) nominated 
Food for Kids for recognition 
by the Illinois Education Asso-
ciation.

Emily Vaughn, president of 
APT, presented the plaque to 

the group May 16.
In her nomination, Vaughn 

noted some adults became 
concerned after learning stu-
dents were going hungry over 
the weekend and often the time 
between a Friday school lunch 
and Monday school breakfast 
were periods without food.

Kurt Speece, minister at Bell-
ridge Christian Church, chal-
lenged his congregation to do 
something about the problem. 
The initial response provided 
bags of food to 27 students 
kindergarten through second 
grade.

Vaughn said Food For Kids 
now serves 106 students in six 
different school buildings. 

items at the training center as a 
way to create a budget for the 
development plan. 

It didn’t quite work out that 
way. 

“When I approached peo-
ple about the costs they said 
they would donate material 
and labor given what it was 
for,” Gallagher said.

 “What he thought about 
what he could do has doubled, 
maybe even tripled,” Gates 
said regarding the business 
community’s generous re-
sponse. “We are stepping it up 
to the next level.”

One of the more unique 
contributions came from GSI, 
which builds grainhandling 
systems. Gallagher wanted a 
device in which firefighters can 
practice grain bin rescues.

GSI has created a scaled 
down grain bin with modifi-
cations for training purposes. 
The structure is big enough 
firefighters can get inside to 
practice with the specialized 
rescue equipment in a realistic 

scenario. An important modifi-
cation is a replaceable panel so 
firefighters can practice cutting 
through the side of bin in a way 
that creates a controlled release 
of the contents.

“If you cut that V in the 
wrong way, you really lose con-
trol, and the bin collapses,” said 
Gates.

The initial idea of keep-
ing grain in the small bin for 
practice was nixed after it was 
realized the grain was subject 
to spoilage. North American 
Lighting and Cadillac Prod-
ucts had a ready-made solu-
tion. The production process 
at both factories results in left 
over grain-size plastic pellets.

Gallagher said the plastic 
pellets are generally sold to re-
cyclers as scrap but both com-
panies have agreed to supply as 
much as needed to fill the bin 
for practice purposes. The inert 
material is not subject to spoil-
ing and can be reused multiple 
times. 

This is calculated as a 
$15,000 donation since that is 
the sale value of that volume of 
plastic pellets to the recycler.

GSI’s in-kind gift is valued 
at $8,500, and EnerStar made 
a $2,000 in-kind contribution 
by suppling poles for lighting 
along with the equipment and 
manpower needed to set three 
new poles. Zimmerly Ready 
Mix donated a concrete pad for 
the grain bin.

Cash gifts from First Neigh-
bor Bank, 100 Women Who 
Care and Cargill were used to 
purchase more rescue tools 

and the material needed to 
upgrade the electrical service 
at the site. An electrician, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
is donating his services to do 
the wiring and connections.

In a cooperative effort be-
tween city departments, the 
street and alley workers exca-
vated trenches at the site so new 
employees could gain training 
time operating a backhoe.

Gates said that same level of 

cooperation is extended to all 
fire departments in the county 
to either train with the Paris 
Department or use the training 
center in ways that best meet a 
department’s needs.

“This is not just for Paris, 
this is for the whole county,” 
said Gates. 

He added the advantage to 
having a local training center 
is it avoids the need of send-
ing only one or two people at 

a time to a distant location for 
a specific training session. This 
way a whole shift or depart-
ment can obtain the training. 

It also allows the local ambu-
lance service and first-response 
teams at local businesses to 
practice with the firefighters. 

“Some of us don’t have all 
the same level of knowledge,” 
said Gates. “We want to learn 
from each other so we don’t 
have chaos on scene.”

REUSE
the news

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris City Band con-
cert series starts with a spe-
cial performance 6 p.m. June 
1 as part of the Banks of the 
Wabash Festival in Fairbanks 
Park, Terre Haute, Ind.

Regular performances be-
gin 7 p.m. June 2 at Spicer Pa-
vilion, Twin Lakes Park. 

The first local concert is 
directed by Jessica Hendrick-
son and the playbill includes: 

“Strike Up the Band,” arranged 
by Warren Barker; “Exalta-
tion,” by James Swearingen; 
“Yorkshire Ballad,” by Henry 
Fillmore; “Tijuana Brass in 
Concert,” arranged by Ted 
Ricketts; “First Suite in E flat,” 
by Gustav Holst; “Where Ea-
gles Soar,” by Steven Reineke; 
“Leroy Anderson Portrait,” 
by James Barnes; “Amazing 
Grace,” by Tyler Arcari and 
“Pride of the Illini,” by Karl 
King.

volunteers came from North 
American Lighting, high 
school and college students 
earning community service 
credits and churches.

“Nevins Christian Church 
helped us quite a bit,” she 
said.

Volunteers also get a free 
meal for participating

The other change is how 
the food is provided. The 
2018 contract for the food 
service went to Tuscany 
Steak & Pasta House, but 
Volkmann said the restau-
rant’s management found it 
was a lot of extra work and 
stress on staff to plan and 
provide an additional 70 
meals a day for remote ser-
vice.

For 2019, a different ven-
dor is handling each of the 
nine weeks. Those commit-

ted to doing one week are: 
Tuscany, Pizza Hut, Ca-
sey’s, Front Street Market 
at Hume, McDonald’s, Wal-
Mart and Smoke Trail BBQ. 
Volkmann still has to find 
two more vendors to com-
plete the summer program.

All meals prepared by the 
vendors must meet USDA 
guidelines for nutrition and 
serving size. 

“We are excited,” Volk-
mann said about having dif-
ferent vendors each week. 
“We think the kids will like 
the variety.”

She is currently placing 
flyers around town with 
information about the pro-
gram for families that may 
not have Internet access. 

Anyone with questions 
about participating or volun-
teering for the summer food 
program can check out the 
Facebook page or call Volk-
mann at 217-264-4471.

MEALS
FROM PAGE 1A

Paris City Band 
concert season starts

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Cargill is a major supporter of the efforts to develop a grain bin rescue training facility at the Hartley-Taylor Training Center. Part 
of the mill’s monetary donation was used to purchase an augur device that can be carried on a fire engine, and powered by an elec-
tric drill to remove grain if somebody is trapped in a bin. Front row, left to right, Firefighter Mike Warner, Captain Steve Gallagher, 
Bob Boyer, Vince Porter, Bryan York, Patsy Meyers, Heather Dunn, Mike Laird, Anastasia Karkalik, Shirley Stolz, Quinten Carter 
and Tony Eveland. Back row, left to right, Mindy Isbell, Brent Lende, Allyson Marrs, Dean Leeman, Firefighter Mike Hill, Chief Brian 
Gates, Firefighter Mark Brinkerhoff, Jim Frisz, Hallie Wells, and Mike Molamphy
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PHS baseball season ends
Young Tiger team falls to Effingham 9-4 in IHSA Class 3A regional semi-final contest  

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Tiger baseball 
team fell to Effingham on 
Wednesday in the semi-final 
round of the IHSA Class 3A 
playoffs by the score of 9-4.

Paris ends their season 
with an overall record of 19-
16. They finished tied for fifth 
in the Little Illini Conference 
with Lawrenceville at 4-4.

Facing one of the top-rat-
ed 3A teams in the state, the 
Tigers fell behind early but 
could not get over the hump 
against their former Apollo 
Conference foes.

Early game jitters led to the 
first three runs of the game for 
Effingham. The Hearts scored 
three runs in the bottom of 
the first inning in spite of hit-

ting just one ball reaching the 
outfield. Three walks, a hit 
batsmen and an error led to a 
3-0 lead for Effingham. Paris 
was able to cut into the lead in 
the top of the second inning 
as Jacob Gates led off with a 
double to right. Blayne Rob-
erts singled to left to score 
Gates and make it 3-1.

Effingham employed some 
small ball in the home half of 
the second inning. A leadoff 
walk and a pair of bunt singles 
loaded the bases with nobody 
out. Following a strikeout by 
relief pitcher Brock Minor, 
the Hearts scored on a sacri-
fice fly. Another walk loaded 
the bases and then a pair of 
runs came home on the third 
hit of the inning. When the 
dust had settled, Effingham 

led 6-1.
Paris managed to cut the 

lead to two in the top of the 
fourth inning as Jude Sullivan 
led off with a double, then JT 
Johnson drew a walk. Both 
baserunners advanced on a 
groundout. Bryan Kohlmeyer 
was then hit by a pitch to load 
the bases with two outs. Kar-
son Martin singled to left but 
the Effingham defender made 
a diving effort to catch it but 
in missing, let the ball roll all 
the way to the wall. The bases 
cleared and the Tigers trailed 
6-4 heading to the bottom of 
the fourth inning. The Tigers 
stranded five baserunners the 
rest of the way, but failed to 
come up with a timely hit.

Martin was the only Ti-
ger with multiple hits on the 

day as he drove in three runs 
with his pair of singles. Sulli-
van and Gates each doubled.
Kohlmeyer and Roberts add-
ed singles to round out the 
Paris offense. 

Paris struggled to find the 
strike zone in the game. Five 
Tiger pitchers combined to 
walk eight Effingham hitters. 
Garrett King was saddled 
with the loss as he recorded 
just two outs in the first in-
ning. He allowed three runs 
on one hit, walked three and 
hit a batter. Brock Minor came 
in to finish the first going 2.1 
innings. He also allowed three 
runs on three hits, walked two 
and struck out three. Martin 
allowed one run on one hit in 
his two innings of work. John-
son failed to record an out al-

lowing two runs on three hits 
and a walk. Mitchell Worrell 
pitched a perfect sixth inning 
while striking out two.

The loss means the Ti-
gers say goodbye to a trio of 
seniors as Jacob Gates, Ca-
leb Gates and Eric Speicher 
played their final game wear-
ing the orange and black uni-
form. 

PARIS 8, DANVILLE 2
Paris High School played 

host to the opening round of 
the IHSA Class 3A playoffs 
on Monday afternoon, May 
21,  with a pair of familiar foes 
squaring off in the first game.

Danville previously defeat-
ed the Tigers April 1 in come-
from-behind fashion scoring  

See TIGERS, Page 10A

Hunt 
qualifies 
for finals

PARIS LADY TIGERS OUT DANVILLE 8-2

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

A wild throw gets past the Danville Lady Viking second baseman as Carlei Sapp slides into the bag in Tuesday’s Class 3A region-
al semi-final game at Rantoul.  Sapp advanced to third base before Danville was able to regain control of the ball in the infield. 

Going for the regional title

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

RANTOUL — After easily dis-
patching the Danville Lady Vikings in 
the IHSA CLass 3A regional semi-fi-
nal, the Paris Lady Tigers are facing 
one of the top 3A girls softball teams in 
the state — Mt. Zion.

The two teams face off at 10 a.m. to-
day at Rantoul High School. The game 
time was moved up in the hopes the 
regional championship game can be 
played before the rain and thunder-
storms are expected to move into the 
area, according to Paris Coach Jeremy 
Clodfelder.

The Paris team — the most success-
ful softball team in school history — 
enters the contest with an impressive 
28-2 record. Mt. Zion — which fin-
ished fourth in the state in Class 3A last 
season — enters the game 26-4-1, hav-
ing lost to Tolono Unity, Effingham, 
Normal West and Washington.

‘They’re tough — really tough,” 
Clodfelder saidin assessing the Lady 
Braves who are seeded second in 
the regional complex. “They’ve got 
a 6-2 catcher with a rocket arm and a 
power hitter followed by five straight 
left-handed batters. They are very 
skilled and fast.”

Clodfelder saw the Lady Braves 
in their 13-3 thrashing of Rantoul 
Tuesday. “We didn’t see their number 
one pitcher but the number two was 
tough.”

Mt. Zion is seeded behind Charles-
ton in the regional-section complex , 
despite handing the Lady Trojans two 
loses — 4-0 and 9-2. “They played af-
ter the seeds were sent in to the IHSA. 
It probably would’ve been different if 
they had got their game that was rained 
out,” the Paris coach noted.

The Lady Tigers lost to Charleston 
3-2 and had hoped to meet up with 
them again in the regional. “That’s 

not the way it played out, but that’s 
okay. We’ll taking this one game at a 
time. We need to take care of business 
against Mt. Zion.”

While Mt. Zion is strong, Clodfelder 
emphasized he believes there are areas 
where the Lady Tigers can attack. 

“A key for us is to continue to play 
defense like we’ve played all year,” he 
said. “Regardless of what pitcher they 

After putting away Danville, 
Paris faces a well-balanced, 
tough Mt. Zion team today

See PARIS, Page 10A

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger Karley Moore prepaes to deliver a pitch during Tuesday’s 10-2 win over 
Danville in the IHSA Class 3A regional while first baseman Aubrey Sanders looks 
on. Moore is in the circle for Paris today as they face Mt. Zion for the regional title.

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

The Paris High School 
boys tennis team took 
sixth place out of 11 treams 
in the IHSA sectional tour-
ney this past week.

The Tigers finished the 
season 9-9 and 3-3 in the 
LIC. 

The sectional wins Paris 
picked up were worth four 
points each, giving them 
eight points and a sixth 
place finish in the section-
al filled with some much 
bigger schools including  
bigger schools, including 
Urbana University High, 
Champaign Centenni-
al, Mattoon and Urbana 
High.

Coach Stefan Aydt liked 
how the year ended. 

“For the second straight 
year the IHSA sent us 
north for sectionals,” said 
Aydt. “That made fighting 
for a seed difficult, leaving 
all of our player’s unseed-
ed going into the tourna-
ment.” 

Aydt said unseeded play-
ers are put into the bracket 
at random, and “we did get 
lucky in avoiding having to 
play any seeded players in 
our first matches.”

Ethan Graham drew a 
first round bye in singles 
play before meeting Ethan 
Gulley of Champaign Cen-
tral who had already won 
a first round match over 
Mattoon. 

After dropping the first 
game, Graham quickly 
took a 4-1 lead before Gul-
ley took a medical timeout 
for a nosebleed. Graham 
seemed a little unfocused 
after the break, making 
quite a few errors and 
falling behind 5-4, but he 
turned thing around and 
took three straight games 
on his way to a 7-5, 6-2 
win. 

The win moved him into 
the quarterfinals and one 
win away from securing a 
spot in at state.

Graham’s next oppo-
nent was Wade Baillon of 
Champaign St. Thomas 
More, the number one 
seed and defending sec-
tional champion. 

The two played an en-
tertaining match with lots 
of hard-hit topspin shots 
and several aces for both 
players. Baillon was much 
more comfortable with the 
pace of play and hit a lot of 
winners and forced errors 
from Graham as he went 
on to win in straight sets, 
6-0, 6-0.

In doubles, Nathan Min-
nis and Caleb Lawson also 
drew a random bye for the 
first round before taking 
on Witto/Cape of Charles-
ton. 

The Paris duo came out 
a little tight in the first set 
and never extended the 
lead more than one or two 
games. Finding themselves 
down 6-5 in the first set, 
they finally settled down, 
forcing a tiebreaker. Each 
team won a point in the tie 
breaker to make the score 
1-1 before Paris ran off five 
straight for a 6-1 lead and 
eventual win, 7-6(3), 6-2. 

The win moved Minnis/
Lawson into a quarterfinal 
matchup against number 

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122474@yahoo.com

CHARLESTON — 
Tri-County’s Ramsey 
Hunt qualified for two 
events in the IHSA Class 
1A State Track Meet 
Thursday, May 23, at 
O’Brien Stadium on the 
campus of Eastern Illinois 
University.

Hunt qualified in both 
the long jump and triple 
jump for today’s finals.

In the triple jump, 
Hunt qualified with the 
second best jump in the 
three flights — 44 feet 
6.5 inches. The best jump 
was completed by Zacha-
ry Olenek of Elgin St. Ed-
ward — 46 feet, 1 inch.

The Titan junior also 
qualified in the long jump 
with a 21 feet, 6.5 inch ef-
fort. He is one of 13 in the 
long jump finals today.

Hunt failed to qualify in 
the high jump or the 300 
meter low hurdles.

Senior Michael Haw-
kins failed to advanced in 
the 400 meter dash with 
a time of 52.47 seconds. 
The top qualifying time 
was put in by Samuel Her-
enton of Chicago Provi-
dence St. Mel with a time 
of 48.25 seconds. 

SECTIONAL RESULTS
SULLIVAN — Post 

season IHSA track and 
field for the Tri-County 
boys started May 16 at the 
Sullivan 1A sectional.

The Titans were in the 
hunt all day long for the 
chance to advance to state 
competition, but failed to 
get the golden ticket. In the 
end, the team took fourth 
place with 55 points.  

Even though the team 
failed to qualify, some in-
dividuals are going to state.

Ramsey Hunt had a 
huge day to qualify for his 
third straight state meet in 
four different events win-
ning both the triple jump 
(43 feet, 8 inches) and 300 
hurdles (41.65). He was 
second in both the high 
jump (6 feet, 1 inch) and 
long jump (21 feet even).  

Micheal Hawkins also 
punched his ticket to 
Charleston taking fifth in 

See TITANS, Page 10A
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928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Reg. Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)

Open on Memorial Day!

Holiday Hours
Monday  7am-8pm

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded Tenderloin  $3.25
Ham & Swiss, Chips & Drink  $5.50

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Blue Moon

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

CLOSED

Monday, May 27t
h  

for 

Memorial Day.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Spring Fever Sale

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

six unearned runs in the sev-
enth inning to claim the 10-7 
victory. 

The stakes were much 
higher this time around as 
the game was in the regional 
playoffs. The Tigers took ad-
vantage of four Viking errors 
to cruise to an 8-2 win. 

Everything looked to be 

going Danville’s way early on 
as they loaded the bases in the 
top of the second inning. Ti-
ger starting pitcher Jude Sulli-
van wiggled off the hook as he 
snagged a line drive off the bat 
of the Viking starting pitch-
er Moreman, then flipped 
to third to complete the in-
ning-ending double play.

Danville did manage to 
score a run in the top of the 
third inning to grab a brief 

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

go with, we need to put the ball 
in play and force mistakes.”

Clodfelder said his team 
had a really great practice 
Thursday evening and anoth-
er good one Friday morning 
ahead of the Paris graduation 
ceremonies.

“Our girls are staying fo-
cused and are ready to play,” 
he said. Clodfelder noted a 
year ago the Lady Tigers sur-
prised everyone and made it 
to the regional title game be-
fore losing.

“We’ve been talking about 
being ready to play,” he said. 
“We’re healthy and the girls 
are working hard.”

Starting in the circle against 
Mt. Zion with be freshman 
Karley Moore who has had 
quite a season herself. Moore 
is 13-1 on the season with an 
impressive ERA of 1.42. She 
has struck out 120 batters 
while walking only 31.

Offensively, the Lady Ti-
gers are led by junior Kaitlyn 
Mathews who pitches or holds 
down centerfield for Paris. 
Mathews is hitting at a .604 
pace. Senior Aubrey Sanders 
enters the game hitting .453.

“It’s been a great season. We 
went undefeated in the con-
ference. We’ve set a school re-
cord number of wins,” Clod-
felder said. “I’m proud of our 
girls but they aren’t satisfied. 
We’re ready to go.

PARIS 10, DANVILLE 2
RANTOUL — The 

third-seeded Paris Lady Ti-
gers wasted little time in 

showing opposing teams in 
the IHSA Class 3A Rantoul 
regional why they earned 
their seeding.

Paris scored five runs in the 
bottom of the first inning to 
cruise to a 10-2 victory over 
the Danville Lady Vikings on 
Tuesday afternoon, May 21, 
at Wabash Park. 

Walks, errors, aggressive 
baserunning and the long ball 
led to the early lead for the 
Tigers. 

Carlei Sapp drew a one-out 
walk, then stole second and 
third on consecutive pitch-
es. Aubrey Sanders brought 
her home as the left fielder 
misplayed a fly ball. Sydney 
Fox then walked and Katrina 
Strow reached on a bunt. 
Whitney Todd launched a 
shot over the right field fence 

to plate a trio of Tigers giving 
Paris the early 5-0 lead. 

Brooklyn Westerfield led 
off the second inning with a 
triple to right. With two outs, 
Sanders came through with 
an RBI single to extend the 
lead to 6-0. Kelsie Dosch led 
off the bottom of the fourth 
inning with a single, then 
courtesy runner Sara Burg-
er advanced to second on a 
sacrifice bunt by Westerfield. 
Walks to Kaitlyn Mathews 
and Sapp loaded the bases 
with just one out. Sanders 
drove in her second run of 
the day with a fielder’s choice, 
then Sapp scored on a throw-
ing error from the Danville 
catcher. When the dust had 
settled in the fourth, the Ti-
gers led it 8-2.

The final two runs of the 

game for the Tigers came via 
the home run as Westerfield 
connected on her first long 
ball of the season, driving 
in Dosch who had doubled 
ahead of her.

Karley Moore earned her 
13th victory of the season on 
the mound for Paris, as she 
tossed yet another complete 
game. The freshman allowed 
just two runs — one earned 
— on seven hits. She walked 
one and struck out two on 96 
pitches.

Offensively, senior Brook-
lyn Westerfield led the way 
with a triple and a two-run 
homerun. Dosch added a 
double and a single. Todd 
drove in three with her fourth 
round-tripper of the season in 
the first inning. Sanders add-
ed a single for the Tigers.

number one seeded Scaggs/
Singh of Champaign Centen-
nial. Although Paris did lead 
at one point in the second set, 
Centennial quickly turned 
things around and took a 6-1, 
6-2 victory.  

“I thought we played well, 
but Centennial hit hard 
enough that we had trouble 
placing our returns as accu-
rately as we wanted,” Aydt 
said. “I was really proud of 
Caleb and Nathan’s effort on 
the day, especially Caleb as 
he was battling stomach ill-
ness throughout the second 
match.”

The other two entries for 
the Tigers didn’t fare as well. 
In singles, Tanner Clark had 
a first round match with 
Akash Pardeshi of Uni High. 
Although Pardeshi was un-
seeded, he ended up finishing 
third and qualifying for state, 
sweeping Clark 6-0 in the 
process. 

In doubles, Sean Blair and 
Chase Hays took on Gunn/
Shinew of Champaign Cen-
tral. 

The pairs played some re-
ally competitive points, but 
Central was super consistent 
with all their shots, miss-
ing very few throughout the 
match, taking the match 6-0, 
6-1.

TENNIS
FROM PAGE 9A

the 400 meters in a time of 
52.02.

CJ Eakle was third in the 
high jump with a height of 5 
feet, 11 inches, and Lucas Al-
varez finished third in the 800 
meter run (2:06.97) and sixth 

in the triple jump (40 feet, 4 
inches).  

Leo Wheeler placed fourth 
in the discus with a toss of 
133 feet, 1 inch to round out 
the scoring.  Ross Petty was 
seventh in the 3,200 meters 
in 11:42.53. Owen Knoebel 
had a 115 feet, 1 inch flight in 
discuss for a 10th place finish.  

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

The Lady Tigers take a moment to celebrate victory in the pitcher’s circle following the win against 
the Danville Lady Vikings.  Several Lady Vikings stopped in the circle to congratulate the Lady 
Tigers.   

1-0 lead. Moreman mowed 
down the first eight Tiger bat-
ters via the strikeout before 
Reese Wagoner singled on a 
3-2 count to right field. See-
ing the ball put in play for the 
first time in two-and-a-thirds 
innings, the Tiger bats came 
to life. Mason Hutchings fol-
lowed with a two-out single of 
his own that was mis-played 
by the Danville right fielder. 
Hutchings never broke stride 
out of the batter’s box and cir-
cled the bases to give the Ti-
gers the 2-1 lead. 

Danville tied the score in 
the top of the fourth inning 
without having the ball leave 
the infield. Paris broke things 
open in the home half of the 
fifth inning as Karson Mar-
tin beat out an infield single. 
Bryan Kohlmeyer was hit by 
a pitch then Wagoner walked 
to load the bases with just 
one out. Hutchings singled 
through a drawn-in infield to 
score a pair of runs. Sullivan 
drove the first pitch of his at 
bat into the right-centerfield 
alley to clear the bases and 
give the Tigers a 6-2 lead.

Just for good measure, Par-

is added two more runs in the 
sixth inning as Garrett King 
singled, then came in to score 
on an error by the Viking sec-
ond baseman. Hutchings beat 
out an infield single three bat-
ters later to score the eighth 
and final run of the game for 
the Tigers. Unfortunately, 
Hutchings pulled his ham-
string on the play and would 
be forced to leave the game. 

Despite striking out 12 
times in the game, Paris man-
aged to pound out eight hits 
in the contest. Hutchings led 
the way with three singles and 
drove in a pair of runs. Sulli-
van also drove in two with his 
school-record 22nd double 
of the season. King, Martin, 
Wagoner, and Hudson Hollis 
each added singles.

Sullivan earned the victo-
ry on the mound for Paris as 
he completed four innings of 
work. He allowed two runs 
on four hits. He walked three 
and struck out two on the 
day. Freshman Zach Farnham 
went the final three innings 
without allowing a run. He 
scattered two hits and walked 
two in earning the save.

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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TRI-COUNTY GOLFER TO PLAY FOR DACC

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh High School senior Logan Richardson watches a putt hit the center of the hole during a 
round of golf. Richardson, a 2019 graduate of Shiloh, has signed to continue his golfing career at 
Danville Area Community College.

Richardson: Ready to play
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Passion is often cited as the 
driving force behind the will-
power of athletes, regardless 
of the sport or level they play 
at. That same passion that 
has fueled so many people 
throughout history has man-
aged to build a roaring fire in-
side Tri-County golfer Logan 
Richardson. 

Richardson, who recently 
graduated from Shiloh high 
school, spent his four years 
competing on the Tri-Coun-
ty men’s golf team. He will 
be playing at collegiately at 
Danville Community College 
in the fall under head coach 
Terry French. 

“I loved my time playing 
with Tri-County and getting 
to play this game,” Richardson 
said. “I was able to enjoy my 
time with my teammates and 
a great coach (Kevin Flecken-
stein).” 

Richardson has been golf-
ing since he was six years old, 
just big enough to pick up a 
club. He didn’t learn every-
thing on his own though, as a 
host  of family members have 
served as guides along the 
winding path that Logan has 
traveled. 

“My dad (Darren) taught 
me everything that I know 
about golf today and my mom 
(Candace) has supported and 
cheered for me every step 
along the way,” Richardson 
said. “My late grandpa also 
helped me a lot. He passed 
along so much of his wisdom 
to me and I am so thankful for 
everyone that has helped me.” 

Richardson has been a 
force to be reckoned with in 
the state of Illinois over the 
past four years. Before miss-
ing out on the state match by 
two strokes his sophomore 
year, he narrowly missed it by 

one stroke his freshman year. 
But the mistakes and errors 
that led to those misses pre-
pared him for back-to-back 
state qualifications his junior 
and senior seasons. 

“I have learned so much 
over my years playing golf for 
Tri-County and all of it has 
helped to make me into a bet-
ter golfer,” Richardson said. 
“I matured a lot and learned 
to not freak out when I have 
a bad hole. I just have to re-
set, regain my composure and 
move on to the next hole.” 

Richardson was selected 
as the most valuable player 
of the Tri-County golf team 
each of his four years on the 
varsity squad. Despite being 
in the biggest spotlight of the 
region, he did not fear the 
pressure that so often comes 
with it. 

“Pressure doesn’t bother 
me like it used to. It is just 

another part of the game, of 
any game,” Richardson said. 
“I love the competitiveness 
and pushing myself to the 
next level and that will never 
change.” 

The spot that golf has found 
in Logan’s life has made a last-
ing impact and will continue 
to be a part of him long after 
he is done playing competi-
tively. 

“I don’t know what I would 
be doing if I wasn’t playing 
golf,” Richardson said. “From 
golfing with my family when 
I was young to my time spent 
as a Titan, it has all prepared 
me for the next level and I am 
ready for it.” 

Special to The Prairie Press

Logan Richardson has a passion for golf and is ready to play at 
the next level for Danville Area Community College.

Reds rally past Cubs 6-5
CHICAGO (AP) — 

Steve Cishek missed with 
his pitch location. Eugenio 
Suárez didn’t miss with his 
swing.

Suárez hit a two-run ho-
mer in the ninth inning off 
Cishek, one of the Cubs’ 
more reliable relievers, to 
rally the Cincinnati Reds 
over Chicago 6-5 on Fri-
day.

Joey Votto drew a lead-
off walk from Cishek (1-
2) and Suarez hit the next 
pitch for his 14th home 
run.

“That was a big hit right 
there,” Suárez said. “I got 
to enjoy that one.

“Everybody knows 
(Cishek) is a tough pitch-
er, with his sidearm (mo-
tion), he’s got a really good 
sinker. But at that time, 
he missed that ball right 
down the strike zone and 
I was ready for his fastball.”

Cishek said he missed 
with a sinker as he blew a 
save for the second time in 
six chances. It landed deep 
in Wrigley Field’s left-cen-
ter bleachers.

“I was locked in today,” 
Cishek said. “It was really 
just a lack of execution. It 
was a sinker, a two-seam-
er. It was supposed to be 
down-and-away. Who 
knows where it ended up, 
right into his barrel.”

Yasiel Puig hit a two-run 
homer and an RBI single 
for the Reds after missing 
two games with a sprained 
right shoulder.

Last-place Cincinnati came 
back twice in this this one to 
beat the NL Central-leading 
Cubs for the third time in four 
games this season.

“It doesn’t get much bet-
ter than that, a lot of things 
have to go right, guys came 
through,” manager David Bell 
said. “I think it’s right up there 
in the top couple (wins of the 
year) for sure.”

Anthony Rizzo homered 
for the third straight game, 
and Kyle Schwarber and Kris 
Bryant also went deep to help 
Chicago take an early 4-0 
lead.

Pinch-hitter Willson Con-
treras singled home Rizzo 
in the eighth to put Chica-
go ahead 5-4. Jesse Winker’s 
double off Brad Brach in the 
Reds seventh tied it at 4.

David Hernandez (1-2) got 
one out and the win despite 
giving up Contreras’ RBI sin-
gle.

Raisel Iglesias pitched a 
perfect ninth for his 11th in 
13 chances as the Reds bull-
pen allowed just one run on 
three hits in 5 1/3 innings.

“We put a lot on them and 
they came through,” Bell said.

Kyle Hendricks retired the 
first 10 batters, then allowed 
three runs on six hits in a 
six-inning no-decision. After 
99 pitches, the right-hander 
was replaced by Brach to be-
gin the seventh.

Anthony DeSclafani was 
roughed up for the fourth 
straight start, yielding four 
runs on five hits and three 
walks in 3 2/3 innings.

Schwarber hit his first ca-
reer leadoff homer, a 449-foot 
drive bounced on the rear 
aisle of the right-field bleach-
ers and on to Sheffield Ave-
nue.

After Schwarber walked 
with two outs in the third, 
Bryant lifted his 12th homer 
to right-center. Rizzo fol-
lowed with his 14th, striking 
the right field scoreboard 
for the second time in three 
games to make it 4-0.

Votto’s bloop double to 
center with one out in the 
fourth gave Cincinnati its 
first hit and baserunner. After 
Hendricks hit Winker with a 
pitch, Puig lined an RBI sin-
gle.

Puig’s two-run shot off 
Hendricks to left-center in 
the sixth closed it to 4-3. The 
Reds tied it 4-all in seventh off 
Brach on three straight hits, 
capped by Winker’s double, 
with two outs.

GARRETT NOTCHES 10K
Amir Garrett entered with 

one out in the seventh and 
notched his 10th straight 
out by strikeout (over four 
appearances) when he got 
Schwarber looking. Bryant 
ended Garrett’s string with a 
comebacker to the 6-foot-5 
Reds left-hander to close out 
the inning.

NICE MONTH
Hendricks was 3-0 in five 

May starts with a 1.96 ERA. 
His run started with a four-
hit, complete-game shutout 
of St. Louis on May 3.

Na goes low at Colonial
FORT WORTH, Texas 

(AP) — Kevin Na enjoys Co-
lonial and has the cluster of low 
rounds to prove it.

Na eagled the par-5 first hole 
Friday on the way to an 8-un-
der 62, his third score at least 
that good in the past six rounds 
on the cozy course made fa-
mous by Ben Hogan. Na, tied 
for second at 8 under with 
first-round leader Tony Finau, 
trailed Jonas Blixt by one half-
way through Colonial.

After opening with a 62 and 
closing with a course record-ty-
ing 61 to finish fourth last year, 
Na followed the eagle with six 
birdies in a bogey-free round 
after being happy to shoot par 
70 on a windy afternoon in the 
first round.

“One of those golf courses 
I look forward to coming to,” 
said Na, a two-time PGA Tour 
winner who puts Colonial in 
his top three along with Riv-
iera and Hilton Head. “Fits 
my game. You’ve got to take 
advantage of those weeks be-
cause there is not too many 
golf courses like this on tour 
anymore.”

Blixt, a three-time winner 
playing with Na, holed out 
from 132 yards for eagle on 
No. 17 and shot 64 to reach 9 
under. Finau, playing the back 
nine first, started with nine 
straight pars before three bird-
ies and a bogey on his final nine 
for a 68.

Local favorite Jordan Spi-

eth, a shot off the lead to start 
the day, shot 70 and was four 
behind Blixt. Defending cham-
pion Justin Rose, the high-
est-ranked player in the field at 
No. 3, shot 67 and was 1 over, 
one stroke above the cut line.

Rory Sabbatini, the 2007 
Colonial champion, shot 66 
and was alone in fourth at 6 un-
der. Jim Furyk, the 2003 U.S. 
Open champion who hasn’t 
won in four years, shot 66 and 
was with Spieth and three oth-
ers at 5 under.

Blixt, a three-time tour win-
ner, had a little more success nav-
igating the wind than Na in the 
first round, shooting 67. Both 
were thinking more about hang-
ing on while hoping to make a 
move in the second round.

Na didn’t waste any time, 
hitting his second shot to 3 feet 
for the easy eagle before three 
birdies on putts of at least 30 
feet. After Blixt went up two 
shots with his pitching wedge 
from 132 yards at 17, Na pulled 
within one with a closing bird-
ie when his approach settled 
inside 5 feet.

“Well, I was trying to do it, 
so ...” Blixt said about his eagle, 
the 35-year-old Swede pausing 
for effect without smiling.

“Nah, so the last two times 
I played the hole it’s been the 
same kind of wind. We’ve been 
thinking it’s like left-to-right 
wind or almost into us, so to-
day I just played more like a 
little downwind.”
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Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

hearing of the Illinois Sen-
ate Appropriations Com-
mittee and Transportation 
Subcommittee on capital 
infrastructure needs in De-
catur earlier this spring. The 
hearing was chaired by Sen. 
Andy Manar, Chairman of 
Appropriations and Sen. 
Martin Sandavol, Chairman 
of Subcommittee on Capital.

Smith presented testimo-
ny on the need to continue 
appropriations for affordable 
housing.  He told the Joint 
Committees of the success 
Paris has had in acquiring a 
large number of manufac-
turing jobs, also mentioning 
the success of North Ameri-
can Lighting and its growth.  
He also noted the continued 
growth of local companies, 
such as Simonton, GSI, 
Doncasters and Lyon. 

With the growth of jobs, 
Paris also experienced the 
need for more affordable 
housing, the mayor noted. 
Smith discussed the city's 
partnership with Illinois 
Housing Development Cor-
poration (IHDA) and the 

HOUSING
FROM PAGE 1A

patronage of the arts. The ti-
tle of his speech was “Edgar 
County.”

“You’ve made Edgar 
County a better place to live,” 
he said.

Morris is known for his 
local political and commu-
nity involvement, interests 
to which he credits a loving 
family and personal faith. 
His grandparents especially 
taught him to enjoy politics 
from a young age. This infor-
mation segued into some hu-
morous anecdotes, since his 
grandfather was a Democrat 
and his grandmother a stal-
wart Republican. 

According to Morris, the 
late Leland Phipps and his 
Aunt Virginia Stark were his 
main spiritual guides.

“They gave me the gift of 
faith to know what is import-
ant in life,” said Morris, add-
ing what is important is the 
legacy a person leaves. 

DINNER
FROM PAGE 1A

Laborers Home Develop-
ment Corporation in suc-
cessfully bringing affordable 
housing to Paris, with the 
construction of Maple Ridge 
I and Maple Ridge II. 

In addition, IHDA award-
ed tax credits for the Tiger 
Senior Apartment Project, 
to be built in the old Paris 
High School building.  Tiger 
Senior Apartments will have 
42 senior apartments, and 
construction should begin 
in late spring or early sum-
mer 2019. 

Smith emphasized the 
need for the state to contin-
ue to fund IHDA to provide 
additional tax credits and 
other funding for affordable 
housing.

Allison Clements, execu-
tive director of the Illinois 
Housing Council, said in-
creasing the level of fund-
ing available for permanent, 
supportive housing to $1 bil-
lion would provide a golden 
opportunity. 

Not only would citizens 
in need of a residence be 
able to find one, neighbor-
hoods would receive invest-
ment and jobs and residents 
would remain in Illinois, she 

said. 
“Housing is our state’s 

most important economic 
and social infrastructure,” 
Clements said. “Let’s pro-
vide an opportunity for Illi-
nois families to build wealth 
and rebuild our neighbor-
hoods in urban, suburban 
and rural communities.”

Hunter said she knows 
$1 billion is a big ask from 
state coffers, and a leap from 
Pritzker’s proposal, but is 
confident data proves afford-
able housing substantiates 
the need for the request.

The coalition’s plan is to 
ask the General Assembly to 
come up with an additional 
$325 million, bringing the 
total ask to $500 million. 
That would enable Illinois 
to apply for federal matching 
dollars to shore up the rest.

“But we’re running out 
of time right now because 
folks are looking to pass the 
capital budget next week,” 
Hunter said, referring to the 
session’s scheduled end date 
of May 31. “Even if the $1 
billion or the $500 million is 
not in the capital budget, we 
are, in the Senate, continu-
ing to work on it until we get 

the money that we need to 
get the job done.”

Illinois needs to build or 
rehabilitate at least 23,000 
affordable housing units to 
catch up, said Erica Smith, 
executive director of Help-
ing Hands of Springfield.

Chicago is facing a large 
share of the state’s cost-effec-
tive housing shortage. Some 
Democratic legislators tried 
introducing rent control leg-
islation this session as a way 
of keeping housing costs low 
as neighborhoods across the 
city continued to gentrify, 
and to assist smaller cities in 
the state.

“We’ve not forgotten 
about it. That’s something 
that’s on the side right now, 
and we’ll continue to revisit 
it until we can get enough 
legislators that are willing to 
vote for rent control in the 
state of Illinois,” Hunter said.

Illinois last put money to-
ward a capital bill in 2009. 
From that plan, $145 million 
was allocated for affordable 
housing, according to Build 
Up Illinois.

(Rebecca Anziel of Capitol 
News Illinois provided infor-
mation for this story.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

BROCTON – Residents 
of Brocton are working to get 
the community ready for the 
Spring Festival May 31, June 1 
and June 2.

The event features food, fun 
and music all weekend. Here 
is a list of activities:

MAY 31
n6-7 p.m., the Little Miss 

and Mister Springfest for chil-
dren 4-7 years old and the Ju-
nior Miss Springfest Pageant 
for girls 8-12 years old. This 
event is under the tent.
n7-9 p.m. a street dance 

featuring a DJ.

JUNE 1
n10 a.m., parade.
n10 a.m.-2 p.m., All Wheels 

Show, south of the barn, fea-
turing a 2002 Fire Hawk from 
Canada.
n10 a.m.-4 p.m., Springfest 

Market in the barn or on the 

Brocton Spring Festival 
will start next weekend

street leading to the barn.
n11 a.m.-2 p.m., Quilt 

Show in the barn.
n11a.m., adult and kid-

dy tractor pull on the main 
street.
n11 a.m.-1 p.m., Willing 

Workers serve lunch under 
the tent.
n1-4 p.m., bingo under 

the tent.
n1-4 p.m., kids games, 

south of the tent.
n1-4 p.m., adult games, 

show arena near the barn.
n4-7 p.m., Fireman Fish 

Fry at the fire station.
n5:30 p.m., talent show, 

under the tent.
n7:30-9:30 p.m., Battle 

Creek Band performs under 
the tent.

JUNE 2
n10 a.m., Open Heart 

Quartet leads the gospel 
sing under the tent.
nNoon, Horse Show in 

the arena with halter and 
hitch classes.
n1 p.m., road rally starts 

from the elevator.
n2 p.m., $1,000 raffle 

drawing.
n3 p.m., 3-on-3 basket-

ball tournament near the 
community center.

Chrisman clinic is 
providing discounts 
for sports physicals
 SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health’s Chris-
man Clinic is offering dis-
counted sports physicals in 
June. For each physical per-
formed, half the cost will be 
donated back to the athlete’s 
local booster club.

Students are seen on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis. Discounted sports phys-
icals are available at the clin-
ic 2-4 p.m. every Tuesday in 
June and 9-11 a.m. Saturday, 

June 8.
The cost of a physical 

is $20 payable by cash, 
check, or debit/credit 
card. Insurance will not 
be billed. Ten dollars 
from each physical is do-
nated back to the booster 
club.

A parent or legal guard-
ian must accompany stu-
dents who are less than 18 
years old. For more infor-
mation, call the Chrisman 
Clinic at 217-269-2394.

“In 47 years, what will be the 
legacy of what you’ve done to 
establish the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts?” he asked. He con-
cluded the donors enriched 
the community through their 
actions, helped make Paris a 
destination for the arts and 
gave people the magic of live 
entertainment in the busy  
digital age.

Special recognition was 
delivered by PCOFA Pres-
ident Harry Hughes to Joe 
and Nila Hasler and their 
foundation, which matched 
a dollar-for-dollar challenge 
and helped establish a new 
endowment for the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts. Hughes 
presented them the first ever 
PCOFA season passes, which 
will be instituted during this 
upcoming season.

Fine Arts Manager Kristin 
Chittick highlighted the vital 
role of volunteers and Paris’ 
unique advantage for perfor-
mances before introducing 
the 2019-2020 season.

“Paris’ location makes it 
ideal for routing acts,” she 
said, explaining performers 

frequently pass near Par-
is while traveling between 
venues in Chicago, St. Louis 
and Indianapolis. Routing 
allows these groups to avoid 
dead periods in the schedule 
by performing at venues be-
tween larger cities. Smaller 
venues can sometimes nego-
tiate lower booking fees with 
these routing options.

The PCOFA has already 
seen diverse and renowned 
acts such as Grammy Award 
winners, America’s Got Tal-
ent finalists and Branson art-
ists t for precisely this reason. 
Chittick was happy to say the 
community is responding: 
ticket sales have grown from 
26 percent to 83 percent 
based on the theater’s capac-
ity of 500 patrons.

Chittick expressed special 
appreciation to Tricia Vitale 
for her strategic consulting 
expertise with the PCOFA 
Oversight Committee; Alicia 
Hollis, who has distribut-
ed hundreds of posters this 
season across Illinois and In-
diana for each show, on her 
own time; and Larken Ogle 

Lech, a professional digital 
designer in Nashville, Tenn., 
and Paris native, who has 
shared her creative expertise 
in branding and graphic de-
sign to the PCOFA.

With that, Chittick de-
buted a video compiled by 
Joanna Knoepfel for the 
2019-2020 lineup to the en-
thusiastic crowd. 

This season’s acts are:
nArtrageous: The Inter-

active Art and Music Expe-
rience, a music, dance, and 
performance art group. The 
PCOFA is partnering with 
the Paris Park Board to offer 
a free Twin Lakes Art Fest, 
an artistic-palooza for kids of 
all ages. Planned activities so 
far include tie-dying, shav-
ing-cream painting and oth-
er hands-on creative projects 
at the park. Local artist Mil-
lie Arp is masterminding the 
fun event, which occurs one 
week before the Artrageous 
show.
nJason Lyle Black, master 

pianist and comedian, is fa-
mous for playing the piano 
backwards.
nThe United States Air 

Force Mid-America Concert 
Band will provide a free patri-
otic concert.
nBritBeat: A Tribute to 

the Beatles, wows audiences 
with a spectacular musical 
and theatrical tribute.
nThe Coles County 

Barbershop Harmony So-
ciety offers a unique and 
warm-hearted Christmas 
show.
nThe Young Irelanders 

bring lyrical and authentic 
Celtic songs and dances.
n “Cinderella Meets Pe-

ter Pan on Ice,” a spectacular 
ice-skating musical produc-
tion, will be performed on 
the PCOFA stage.
nThe Great Dubois va-

riety show features juggling 
and aerial acrobatics. These 
performers starred in “The 
Greatest Showman” movie 
and performed on Broadway 
for “Pippin.”

Step closed the evening 
with a brief recap of opportu-
nities to support the PCOFA 
and once again thanked at-
tendees for their care, gener-
osity and involvement in the 
arts.
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The Link Art Gallery, former-
ly the Bicentennial Art Center, is 
holding its first annual Painting the 
Prairie exhibition in place of the 
Paint Illinois show of the previous 
25 years. 

Director Susan Stafford said the 
decision to broaden the criteria now 
allows entries from, or works depict-
ing, both Illinois and Indiana. 

“We do bring in a wide variety of 
people, but it keeps it local, more of 
what Illinois and Indiana are like,” 
said Stafford. “It’s actually a kind of 
tourism for us, people come from 
places like Danville, places farther 
away when we get entrants from 
there.” 

For her, the artists are certainly 
the focus, saying the exhibit is about 
new eyes rather than landscapes in 
order to have a variety of unique ex-
periences. 

Stafford is pleased with the en-
tries, but local participation is an 
area she wants to see improved. 
“The community is very support-
ive, it would be nice if local people 
would submit more,” said Stafford. 
“I know they’re out there.” 

Board member Tiffany Gale 
agreed with the push for more local 
residents. She regards the Paint the 
Prairie project as something special

“It’s all paint media that makes it 
really interesting because it makes it 
look real,” Gale said. “You don’t find 
a lot of abstract.” 

Stafford said, for her, everything 
about the Link Gallery comes back 
to the artists.

“I’m not an artist, but I’ve met 
some wonderful people from all 
over, that’s what’s really special,” said 
Stafford.

Not all those people are even 
artists. Stafford had several stories 
of the bridge club that meets in the 
gallery. 

“They give an award at every ex-
hibit to their favorite piece, it’s a very 
prestigious award,” said Stafford.

In addition, the Spirit of Lincoln 
Award, now in its third year, is part 

Back when I was a boy in 
high school my parents always 
had a few cats on our farm.  

The 
general in-
tention was 
for them to 
be barn cats, 
and they 
basically 
were, but 
that didn’t 
prevent 
them from 
hanging 

around our back porch much 
of the day. Cats can show 
shrewd intelligence.  Who 
could blame them for appre-
ciating delectable kitchen 
leftovers tossed their way? Not 
only that, but we kids loved to 
rub their backs, listen to their 
purring contentment and play 
to their delight.

For many years, I have 
fondly remembered one cat 
in particular. His mother was 
Topsy a very tame tabby who 
enjoyed being fed, petted and 
pampered on the back porch 
virtually every day. Well, 
Topsy gave birth to a cute litter 
of six kittens.  

Typically, she kept them 
hidden somewhere in the barn 
for about three weeks, but 
one day she led them to the 
back porch. They followed her 
more or less single file, stop-
ping as they examined the new 
outdoor environment, hesitat-
ing with caution and sniffing 
new odors while momma 
murmured continuously to 
encourage their journey.

The kittens liked life on the 
back porch, though they were 
skittish at first. All that was 
required to tame them into 
cuddly little purring fur balls 
was a few food treats poured 
into a bowl. The little rascals 
played hog, growled and 
slashed with scratchy claws, 
then submitted to rubbing and 
petting like baby dolls.

We didn’t bother to name 
them because several people 
who’d seen how cute and 
friendly they were had spoken 
for them at weaning time. All 
except one, that is. We named 
him Cranky. He refused our 
love attempts. Not only that, 
he snarled, spit and bit if you 
managed to grab him.

There came a Thursday 
when I was requested to meet 
a friend at a restaurant in town. 
As I walked onto the back 
porch I hesitated to pet the kit-
tens. Five pranced around my 
feet with their tails in the air, 
but Cranky scampered. Little 
did I realize he darted beneath 
my car where the little rebel 
found a hiding place some-
where amidst the framework.

Usually that’s a cat’s fatal 
mistake. They can’t hang 
on when the car swerves, 
brakes or bounces on bumps. 
Cranky did, however.  

Taming a 
wild kitten

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Painting the Prairie show
Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press 

Curt Stanfield poses with his piece, “An Endless Moment,” which won Best of Show at the Painting the Prairie exhibition now 
at the Link Art Gallery.

See CODGER, Page 9B

Here is a quick quiz for 
college sports fans. Which 
school has Don the Mastodon 
as a mascot? It is the Univer-
sity of Purdue, Fort Wayne. 
This is an extension school 
of the Purdue Boilermakers, 
similar to University of Illi-
nois, Springfield. 

Purdue, Fort Wayne, chose 
the mastodon because fossils 
were found during campus 
construction. Mastodons once 
roamed the central prairies, 
including what is now Edgar 
County, and the evidence 
continues to be found. 

Two weeks before Easter a 
large set of mastodon remains 
was found in Seymour, Ind., 
just 100 miles from Terre 
Haute. Workers were digging 
a new sewer system through 
a field adjacent to U.S. Rout 
150 and unearthed a jaw, full 
tusk, leg, some teeth and part 
of a skull. 

The fossils are in great 
shape and estimated to be 
10,000 to 12,000 years old. 
The adult animal appears 
to have been about 10-foot 
tall and estimated to have 
weighed nearly 12,000 
pounds.

Fossil discoveries of mast-
odon are fairly common. On 
May 11 in southern Iowa, 

a boy searching for arrow-
heads found a 30-inch piece 
of mastodon jawbone with 
teeth. The teeth can weigh 
over five pounds each and 
this fossil seems closer to 
34,000 years old on first 
estimate. All evidence 
indicates there were once 
thousands of mastodons 
wandering the plains.

Mastodons appeared on 
the icy tundra about 27 mil-
lion years ago and were plen-
tiful across North America 
until about 30,000 years ago 
when their numbers started 
dropping. They went extinct 
about 10,000 years ago. 

This was the Pleistocene 
era we know as the Age of 
Glaciers. Mastodons were 
one of many large mammals 
to evolve and prosper after 
the age of dinosaurs when the 
lush tropical period ended 
and the climate cooled by 
2 degrees Celsius. Such a 
cooling meant snow did not 
all melt during the summer 
building layers of ice. North-
ern forests disappeared and 
were replaced by grasslands 
covering the Great Plains. 

Titans of the Ice Age, such 
as the mastodon, wooly 
mammoth and giant sloth 
inhabited the land. It was 

also the time of early horses. 
Animals needed size to store 
fat for the cold and strength 

to forage 
and uncover 
food by 
scraping 
away snow. 

They all 
disappeared 
from North 
America 
by 8,000 
years ago 
but some 

had crossed the land bridge 
at Alaska over to Asia where 
they continued. The horse 
only returned when the Span-
iards brought them back, but 
the mastodon and mammoth 
were gone forever.

Mammoth and mastodon 
are not the same family but 
did have a common ances-
tor. They all split 25 million 
years ago and are parts of 
Proboscidean Family with 
the distinguishing nose and 
specially adapted extra molar 
becoming a tusk. They share 
more DNA with the Asian 
elephant than the African 
elephant but neither is a close 
relative. Only their distant 
cousins remain.

The wooly mammoth 
stood a little taller with more 

massive shoulders and a 
smaller hindquarter sloping 
down like a buffalo. It had a 
fat hump like a camel. The 
shorter mastodon was more 
uniform front to back. It had a 
thick, coarse hair coat too, but 
not as long and shaggy as the 
mammoth.

Mammoth was social and 
traveled in herds like buffalo. 
The mastodon was a soli-
tary animal living alone and 
only getting together during 
the breeding season. Both 
animals were giant herbivores 
or plant eaters. Mammoth 
had ridged teeth and grazed 
chewing grass like a cow. 
Mastodon teeth were cone 
shaped designed for browsing 
not grazing. 

The name mastodon means 
nipple tooth for the cone 
point shape of the molars. 
Mastodon ate branches, 
leaves and twigs by using 
tusks and teeth to break them 
off and grinding the bark.

Differences in behaviors 
made mastodon fossils more 
plentiful. Mammoth lived and 
died on the open plain where 
their bones were scattered by 
predators and scavengers. The 
mastodon lived in swampy ar-
eas and carcasses sometimes 
sank into the mud preserving 

an intact fossil record.
Early Paleo-Indians relied 

on both giants. Just one 
could feed a tribe for a week 
and clothe them for a year. 
Scientists believe the decline 
resulted from over hunting 
and the rapid temperature 
increase at the end of the last 
glacial period. Changes in 
vegetation, new competition 
and not being able to regulate 
body temperature combined 
with hunting pressure led to 
extinction. 

Mammoth were first found 
in Siberia but the first mast-
odon was only discovered in 
the town of Claverack, N.Y. in 
1705. Dinosaurs remained un-
known for another 100 years. 

The farmer who discovered 
the first mastodon tooth 
weighing five pounds traded it 
to a local politician for a glass 
of rum. Seventy years later, at 
the time of the Revolution, 
a massive stash of fossils was 
found in Boone County, Ky. 
When the Ice Age ended this 
was a marshland with a salt 
lick attracting mastodon and 
leaving a wealth of fossils. 

Thomas Jefferson fell in 
love with the mastodon. He 
gave secret instructions to 
Lewis and Clark to look for 
them and bring one back 

alive. He didn’t understand 
species can go extinct and was 
convinced mastodons were 
still roaming the plains. They 
returned empty handed so 
he sent Lewis to Kentucky to 
collect fossils. 

Jefferson filled the East 
Room of the White House 
with fossils that were orga-
nized and identified. By the 
end of his life, he accepted a 
species can flourish and later 
become extinct if conditions 
change. 

Mastodon left a rich fossil 
record in our own backyard. 
Besides the large collections 
found in the last month, 
bones have been collected in 
Urbana and Danville along 
the Salt Fork. In May 2013, 
a 200-pound intact leg bone 
was found along the Wabash 
just outside Terre Haute. 

April and May are the time 
when winter freezing and 
spring erosion bring out the 
fossils. They can be found 
anywhere in our area.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shi-
loh School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us)

The mighty mastodon was a titan of prehistoric America
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Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press   
Paris resident Greg McHenry admires the works on display at the Link Art 
gallery as part of the Painting the Prairie exhibit.

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press   

Exhibit judge Christy Brinkman, left, and Link Art Gallery Director Susan 
Stafford, right, discuss some of the entries for the Spirit of Lincoln Award 
accompanying the Painting the Prairie exhibit now available for viewing. 

of the Painting the Prairie exhi-
bition. Paris residents Alan and 
Christie Russell sponsor the Lin-
coln Prize, but neither they nor the 
winner, Siti Jackson, attended the 
exhibit’s reception. However, the 
gallery was filled with depictions 
of President Lincoln, a show of the 
award’s influence. Lincoln was a vis-
itor to the building when it was the 
home of Milton Alexander. 

The building’s history is a point of 
pride to Stafford. 

“We think this is one of the only 
buildings still standing in Paris that 
Lincoln visited,” Stafford said. “It’s 
been around for a long time, and 
we’d like to keep it here.” 

She also discussed future plans. 
“We are in the process of chang-

ing our name, which is more diffi-

cult than you’d think, and we had 
planned to do some renovations,” 
Stafford said, although the build-
ing’s status as a historic site means 
getting permission for those reno-
vations. 

Stafford says repeatedly that she’s 
not an artist. However, when she 
and the exhibit’s judge look at one 
of the entries, it’s not long before 
they’re moving around the gallery, 
focused on discussing their favorite 
pieces. 

The Painting the Prairie Exhibit 
is open at the Link Art Gallery until 
June 14. The next exhibit, the Wa-
bash Valley Art Guild Show, opens 
June 21. The form to submit pieces 
for the exhibit can be found on the 
galleries website, www.parisartcen-
ter.com.

Exhibit captures the 
beauty of the Prairie 
State and spirit of Lincoln

Blood drive
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

  The Paris May blood drive 
collected 53 units of blood.
  Canteen providers for the 
event were the First Christian 
Church, Monical’s and Mc-
Donald’s. Volunteers helping 
the Red Cross staff were: Vic-
ki Wilson, Mary Lou Wilson, 
Sharon Wilkin, Bruce Wilkin, 
Linda Brown, Kay Haddix, Al 
Englebright and Nancy Engle-
bright. Members of the Paris 
Lions Club helped unload and 
load the equipment needed for 
the blood drive.
  The Red Cross urges ev-
eryone to be a blood donor 
as there is always a need for 
blood. According to the Red 
Cross, 4.745 million units of 
blood are required annually to 
sustain patient needs.
   The next blood draw is June 
24 at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall.

Illinois State 
Fair lowers
admission 
prices
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
daily admission prices for 
Sunday through Thursday at 
the Illinois State Fair will be 
lower this year, according to 
Kevin Gordon, manager of the 
Springfield fair.

Gordon said Sunday 
through Thursday daily admis-
sion is $5 for adults during the 
2019 State Fair while senior 
prices will remain at $3 and 
children 12 years of age and 
younger are free. Gordon said 
the change is being done to 
make the fair a more affordable 
family-friendly experience. 
Parking on the fairgrounds re-
mains $5 a day.

The Discount Admission 
Booklets providing an adult 
11 any day admissions for the 
fair remain $45 — a savings of 
$30. Tickets can be purchased 
online anytime at IllinoisState-
Fair.info, or by calling (217-
782-6661), and in person at 
the Emmerson Building on the 
fairgrounds from 8 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

In addition to the already 
low daily admission prices, 
the fair also offers free admis-
sion to special attendees with 
proper ID on the theme days 
listed below: 
n Sunday, Aug. 11 – Vet-

erans (includes immediate 
family members) & Gold Star 
Families Day
n Monday, Aug. 12 – Se-

nior  Day for Seniors 60 years 
and over
n Friday, Aug. 16 – First Re-

sponders Day
The 2019 Illinois State Fair 

is Aug. 8-18 in Springfield. 

LINK ART GALLERY’S BEST IN SHOW



 North American Lighting 
(NAL) recently gave $6,000 
through team member shirt 
sales and a company donation 
for Team of Mercy, a non-prof-
it organization assisting sur-
vivors following the loss of a 
loved one to suicide.
 NAL’s activity committee of 
the Paris Manufacturing Fa-
cility led the fundraiser. Each 
year the facility holds a T-shirt 
fundraiser for team members 
to purchase in support of a 
meaningful cause.

 The shirts can be worn every 
Friday for a designated month, 
instead of the standard plant 
uniform. The committee chose 
Team of Mercy as this year’s re-
cipient as a way to raise aware-
ness for mental health and sui-
cide. 
   “NAL is proud of the generos-
ity of our team members in our 
Paris Manufacturing Facility,” 
said human resources manager 
Barrie Ballentine. “They have 
shown us time and again the 
depth of caring they have for 
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Special to the Prairie Press

Front row, left to right, Tabitha Rhoads, Kris Weir and Julie McCarter. Back row, left to right, Wendy Poe, Jade Flowers, Christine 
Upchurch, Martin Peters, Team of Mercy Executive Director Christina Crist, Kelvin Feliciano, Team of Mercy representative Sharon 
Vorek, Stacy Neal, Deb McCarter and Amanda Chavira

CONGENIALITY AWARD

Special to The Prairie Press

At the Mayo promotion Wednesday, May 22, Pastor Jack Hoff-
man, center, presented the 25th awarding of the Mayo Congeni-
ality Award in memory of Matthew M. Hoffman to Logan Myles, 
left, and Hoffman’s youngest granddaughter Caradan Hoffman, 
right. The Mayo teachers and staff select the recipients of the 
award based on who is regarded as the most congenial, encour-
aging, positive and helpful students in eighth grade.   

NAL employees donate $6,000 to Team of Mercy  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Senior Education Min-
istries, Inc. in partnership 
with Chester P. Sutton 
Community Center for 
Seniors of Edgar County 
has scheduled Dine with a 
Doc® from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Wednesday, June 12, at the 
Sutton Community Center, 
256 W Court St., in Paris.

Dine with a Doc® is a free 
program welcoming senior 
citizens to hear an educa-
tional topic while enjoying 
a complimentary lunch.  

Each doctor donates 
this time in effort to listen, 
hear and answer medical 
questions while sharing a 
meal with attendees. Vari-
ous community businesses 
also participate by donating 
door prizes or providing 
complimentary lunch to 
enjoy and learn about ways 
they may help as well. 

The Dine with a Doc® 
program was designed to 
allow the seniors to get out 
of their homes, fellowship 
with their peers, extend 
their available financial re-
sources, promote enhanced 
living and educate them — 
from a preventative stand-
point — with the goal of 

Paris’ Dine with a 
Doc will be June 11

Marshall’s Dine with 
a Doc is June 14th

Senior Education Minis-
tries, Inc. in partnership with 
Chester P. Sutton Communi-
ty Center for Seniors of Edgar 
County has scheduled Dine 
with a Doc® from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Friday, June 14, at the 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 503 S Michigan Ave.,  
Marshall.

Dine with a Doc® is a free 
program that welcomes the 
local senior public to hear an 
educational topic while enjoy-
ing a complimentary lunch.  
No need to bring any money 
Just bring a questioning mind, 
an appetite and perhaps a 
friend.

Each doctor has graciously 
donated this time in effort to 
listen, hear, and answer med-
ical questions while sharing a 
meal with participants. 

Various community busi-
nesses also participate by do-
nating door prizes or provid-
ing complimentary lunch for 
attendees to enjoy and learn 
about ways they may help as 

their community, and specifi-
cally those causes that are near 
and dear to them.”
 This T-shirt fundraiser was 
the largest effort to date, sell-
ing more than 470 shirts and 
raising a grand total of $6,000. 
NAL’s Corporate Headquar-
ters donated an additional 
$1,400 to the team mem-
ber-funded amount.  
  “We as team members and a 

improving their quality of 
life and providing them 
with the resources and 
information to make an 
informed choice about 
their healthcare.

This month’s featured 
speaker is Joy Williams, 
an advanced practical 
nurse at the Paris Clin-
ic. She joined Horizon 
Health in June 2018.

A complimentary 
lunch is provided courte-
sy of Twin Lakes Rehab 
and Healthcare.

In addition, provided 
free of charge at every 
Dine with a Doc® is a 
wellness clinic  by Lin-
colnland Home Care and 
Hospice to provide par-
ticipants with blood pres-
sure information to take 
back to their doctors.  

Reservations for Dine 
with A Doc® are required 
and can be made by call-
ing  (217) 465-8143 from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Guests needing trans-
portation to attend Dine 
With A Doc® may call 
the Chester P. Sutton 
Community Center for 
Seniors of Edgar County 
at least two days in ad-
vance.      

Whether it’s a sports injury or chronic pain that’s kept 

you on the sidelines of life, the physical therapy team at 

Horizon Health is here to help. Our physical therapists 

provide a thorough evaluation followed by a personalized 

care plan that will help you meet your goals. Spend less 

time out and more time enjoying your favorite activities.   

Physical Therapy Services  
at Horizon Health 

Call 217-466-4244 to schedule an appointment, or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE INNINGS (LESS DUGOUT)

Serving the Wabash Valley
For 20 years!

1002 S. 6th Street  • Marshall, IL

618-553-4328

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 05/29:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 05/31:
Meatloaf, twice-

baked potato 
casserole, choice 
of salad & roll

Thur 05/30:
Pulled pork 

sandwich, baked 
bean, potato 

salad, coleslaw 
or garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!
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I arrived at the restaurant 
three miles later. I recall 
seeing a blur of blue-gray 
fur dash from beneath a 
nearby parked sedan. Since 
I had other things on my 
mind, I paid no attention to 
it. Actually, Cranky climbed 
into the framework of a car 
from Carmi, a city 35 miles 
distant.

A man, wife and two 
schoolage children soon 
emerged from the restaurant, 
entered their sedan, and 
headed for Carmi.  Along the 
route they drove on bumpy 
roads, paused at several stop 
signs, and accelerated to 60 
or so mph at times, eventu-
ally pulling into their home 

driveway.
Guess who popped into 

view from beneath the car. 
It was a blue-gray kitten, 
trembling with fear, mewing 
pleadingly for friendship, 
thankful to be alive. The fam-
ily gave Cranky a new home. 
He was lonely. Never again 
would he see his mother or 
his loving siblings.

Cranky’s behavior changed 
completely. He wanted to 
cuddle. He purred. He loved 
human attention, showing 
no trace of his previous wild 
tendencies. His story proves 
there’s more than one way to 
tame a cat.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

family are extremely thankful 
and proud to work for such an 
amazing company who openly 
supports a cause so close to our 
hearts,” said Tabitha Rhoads, 
NAL Production Supervi-
sor. “Through this fundraiser, 
NAL helped bring awareness 
to suicide prevention and we 
were able to introduce Team 
of Mercy to our community 
in hopes that the organization 

can support others the same 
way it in helped me and my 
sister Samantha Rhoads, NAL 
Assembly Team Leader, when 
we lost our dad.”
   “No one should ever have to 
experience grief due to losing a 
loved one to suicide,” said Kris 
Weir of the corporate human 
resources team. “I am experi-
encing this first hand because 
my dad took his life last year. 

Overwhelmed with the strug-
gle of coming to terms with his 
death, denial, anger, depression 
and hopelessness governed my 
life. Luckily, I was given the 
number for Team of Mercy 
from a social worker friend. 
This support from NAL will 
further provide our communi-
ty with the tools and resources 
to aid those who are suffering 
on so many levels.”

well. 
This month’s speaker is Ash-

ley Leubner, M.D., who hails 
from Hornell, N.Y. 

Her clinical interests cover 
the full scope of family medi-
cine including everything from 
pediatrics to geriatrics with 
added interest in gynecology 
and procedures.

A complimentary lunch 
is provided by Willowbrook 
Memory Support Residences 
in Effingham.

Additionally provided free 
of charge at every Dine with 
a Doc® is a Wellness Clinic by 
Lincolnland Home Care and 
Hospice providing free blood 
pressure information partic-
ipatns may take back to their 
personal doctors.  

Reservations for Dine with 
A Doc® are required and can 
be made by contacting toll 
free Phone: 1-877-223-6109. 
Please leave a message. The 
Dine with A Doc® program 
welcomes community partici-
pation. 
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BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Memorial Day celebrations 
began to spring up on local 
levels just after the Civil War. 
But a Civil War hero from Il-
linois was the first to make it 
official. 

Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, 
one of the great volunteer of-
ficers of the war, is credited by 
many as the first to declare Me-
morial Day an official holiday. 
He declared an official holiday 
as commander-in-chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, 
the foremost Civil War veter-
ans’ organization, in 1868.

Though Logan was the first 
to establish a national remem-
brance, there is considerable 
debate on the site of the actual 
first Memorial Day commem-
oration. 

“There’s a lot of controversy 
on that,” said Michael Jones, 

director of the Gen. John A. 
Logan Museum in Murphys-
boro. “There was a Memorial 
Day celebration in Woodlawn 
Cemetery in nearby Carbon-
dale in which Logan was the 
keynote speaker, and I believe 
that played a role.”

The April 29, 1866, Carbon-
dale celebration, is thought by 
many to be the nation’s first 
community-wide observance. 
Some 212 area veterans partic-
ipated in the event.

However, Jones notes a dis-
crepancy on the inspiration for 
Logan’s action even within his 
own family. In her autobiogra-
phy “Reminisces of a Soldier’s 
Wife,” Logan’s wife, Mary, 
cites her own experience at a 
cemetery in Petersburg, Va., 
in 1868. 

“Mrs. Logan saw the with-
ered flowers and flags that had 
been placed in honor of the 

Confederates buried there,” 
said Jones. “She described this 
to her husband and said he 
should do something similar, 
which she says was the basis 
for his national declaration. 
She never mentions the Car-
bondale event.” 

Whatever the reason, Lo-
gan was moved to take Memo-
rial Day a step further. 

On May 5, 1868, he issued 
General Order No. 11, desig-
nating May 30 for, “the pur-
pose of strewing with flowers 
or otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who died 
in defense of their country 
during the late rebellion.”

Logan’s order stated that 
no form or ceremony is pre-
scribed, but individuals and 
communities were left to their 
own, “fitting services and tes-
timonials...cherishing tender-
ly the memory of our heroic 

dead.”
In the first year of Logan’s 

declaration, an estimated 183 
cemeteries hosted observanc-
es for Memorial Day, more 
commonly known as Decora-
tion Day. 

A crowd of some 5,000, in-
cluding keynote speaker and 
future President James A. Gar-
field, attended the first Memo-
rial Day ceremony at Arling-
ton National Cemetery that 
May 30. The following year, 
the remembrance was marked 
in over 336 communities in 31 
states.  

While the original order 
clearly applied to Northern 
soldiers, informal commem-
orations in the South became 
some of the earliest Memo-
rial Day observances. Recent 
scholarly research also reveals 
a mass celebration, most-
ly of African-Americans, in 

Charleston, S.C. on May 1, 
1865.

There, a parade of some 
10,000, including black Union 
infantry units, marched to a 
local horse track that was used 
as a Confederate prison for 
Union soldiers.  Black work-
men had re-buried at least 257 
Union dead from a mass grave, 
inspiring the large gathering 
that included hymns, reading 
of scripture, and placing of 
flowers.

In 1864, women in Boals-
burg, Pa., decorated the graves 
of their local dead soldiers, 
some of whom were killed at 
Gettysburg.  

April 25, 1866, just days 
before the Carbondale 
celebration, a group of ladies 
in Columbus, Miss., placed 
flowers on the graves of 
Confederates who died at 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Little did Ida May Fuller 
know she would find a piece 
of history inside her mailbox 
when she opened it on a Feb-
ruary day in 1940. When the 
65-year-old retiree and lifelong 
Republican lifted the lid of 
the mailbox outside the front 
door of her Ludlow, Vermont, 
house, she found a check for 
$22.54 from the U.S. govern-
ment. 

That check dated January 
31, 1940, was the first payout 
from the Social Security pro-
gram that was enacted five 
years earlier by the federal 
government during the Great 
Depression. 

The Social Security program 
is one of the most enduring 
legacies of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. The 
measure provided for com-
pensation to the unemployed 
and payments to retirees over 
the age of 65 who contributed 
payroll tax deductions during 
their working years. “The civ-
ilization of the past hundred 
years, with its startling indus-
trial changes, has tended more 
and more to make life insecure. 
Young people have come to 
wonder what would be their 
lot when they came to old age,” 
Roosevelt said when he signed 
the Social Security Act into law 
on August 14, 1935. 

A descendant of Mayflower 
passengers, Fuller was born in 
1874 on a farm outside Lud-
low. After working as a school 
teacher for a dozen years, she 
attended business school and 
then worked as a legal secre-
tary at a Ludlow law firm for 
24 years before her retirement 
in November 1939. 

Shortly after retiring, Lud-
low dropped in at a Social Se-
curity office in nearby Rutland, 
Vermont, while doing errands 
and completed an application. 
“It wasn’t that I expected any-
thing, mind you,” she recalled, 
“but I knew I’d been paying for 
something called Social Se-
curity and I wanted to ask the 
people in Rutland about it.”

When the first Social Se-
curity check—numbered 00-
000-01—arrived at her house 
a little more than two months 
later, Fuller didn’t even notice 
the unique check number.       
“When I got my first check, I 
didn’t even stop to look at the 
number on it,” she told a re-
porter. “I just cashed it. I want-
ed the money.” Not until five 
years later did she learn that 
she received the first benefits 
payment under the Social Se-
curity program. 

In 1954 she told the press 
that she supported another 
increase proposed by Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er. “I do hope it passes,” she 
said. “I’ll use the extra cash to 
paint my house.” When an-
other increase was proposed 
in 1970, however, Fuller op-
posed it. “It’s been raised as 
far as it ought to go,” she said. 
“Every time they raise it, they 
raise the amount taken away 
from the working people 
who pay into it and it’s just 
getting to be too much of a 
burden.” 

When Social Security was 
enacted in 1935, the average 

A couple of years ago 
while researching in the 
Chrisman library for infor-
mation 
about the 
beginning 
days of 
Ross 
Township 
a librarian 
stopped 
by and 
asked 
what 
I was 
looking 
for. I explained my quest 
as I talked to her when she 
said, “Look out the window, 
that is someone you need to 
talk to.” 

I didn’t even ask her 
what his name was and 
went right out the door and 
approached a man about 
my age in everyday work 
clothes. I told him who I 
was and what I was looking 
for. He and I conversed 
about the early days of 
Edgar and Vermilion 
Counties, and he told me 
some amazing information 
about Indians who used to 
live here. 

I jotted down a few notes 
and thanked him. Although 
I forgot his name, I sure 
didn’t forget his tale about 
the Native Americans. It 
was useful when I wrote 
about the early days of the 
Chrisman area. It was a 
chance encounter, but with 
startling results.

An encounter of another 
kind happened just a few 
weeks ago. About 11 a.m. 
one day I decided to go on 
a wild goose hunt looking 
for information. I was 
afraid it was going to rain, 
and I knew Rosie liked to 
eat at 11:30 or 11:45, but I 
decided to go anyway. This 
time I was looking for infor-
mation about the Brinker-
hoff School in Grandview 
Township. 

It was about 11:30 a.m., 
and I should have been 
home for dinner with Rosie 
when I pulled into the 
remote Augustus Cemetery. 
I had just barely gotten out 
of the car when a little black 
car came in right behind 
me. Surely someone else 
must have gone on their 
own goose chase. 

Then I wondered if I had 
done something wrong 

Chance 
encounters 

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See HERO, Page 4B

First Social 
Security 
recipient got 
a huge payout 

Hero made Memorial Day
Illinois Civil War hero changed Memorial Day from local holiday to national celebration

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

When Apollo 10 nearly crashed

NASA file photo

The crew of Apollo 10, from left, lunar module pilot Eugene A. Cernan, command 
module pilot John W. Young and commander Thomas P. Stafford. The Apollo 10 
mission was considered a dress rehearsal for the Apollo 11 mission, the first to 
land a man on the moon.

See APOLLO, Page 4B

NASA file photo

The Apollo 10 lunar module “Snoopy” descends toward the moon with Lunar Module Pilot Gene Cernan and Commander Tom 
Stafford aboard in May 1969. The mission was a dress rehearsal for the upcoming Apollo 11 mission to land on the moon.

The mission that paved 
the way for the Apollo 11 
moon landing came close 
to ending in disaster

Over her lifetime, the 
first Social Security 
recipient received 
nearly 1,000 times 
what she paid

See PAYOUT, Page 4B
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service. Come in and experience the difference.
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Total Care
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On May 22, 1969, almost four days 
and six hours after leaving the Earth, 
the crew of Apollo 10 was enjoying a 
delightfully uneventful mission. Rather, 
it was as uneventful as a mission to the 
moon could be. 

Commander Tom Stafford and Lu-
nar Module Pilot Gene Cernan had 
just returned from their close pass by 
the lunar surface and were readying to 
go through the staging maneuver to 
bring them into the correct lunar orbit 
to rejoin Command Module Pilot John 
Young waiting in the Command-Ser-
vice module. On schedule, the LM’s 
ascent engine fired.

Then all hell broke loose. 
The crew saw the lunar horizon swiv-

el past their window half a dozen times 
as Cernan yelled out “Son of a bitch!” 
Apollo 10’s lunar module, with two as-
tronauts on board, was careening out 
of control a quarter of a million miles 
from home.

Apollo 10 marked NASA’s last step 
before going for the full lunar landing 
with Apollo 11. To that point, the space 
agency’s approach to landing on the 
moon had been incremental. Apollo 7 
had tested the command-service mod-
ule (CSM) in Earth orbit in October of 
1968. Two months later, Apollo 8 had 
taken that same spacecraft for a test 
flight to the moon, ensuring it was able 
to enter and leave lunar orbit without 
any problems. In March of 1969, Apol-
lo 9 was the first to take the full Apol-

lo stack for a test drive, flying both the 
CSM and the lunar module (LM) on a 
simulated lunar landing mission in the 
relative safety of Earth orbit.

Apollo 10’s mission plan was in effect 
a full dress rehearsal of a lunar landing 
that stopped just short of the surface. 
This gave NASA a final check  the CSM 
and LM could fly properly in lunar or-
bit. The lunar lander, later nicknamed 
Snoopy, was to descend almost to the 
moon's surface and then reascend and 
re-dock with the command module.

There was some concern the irreg-
ular gravitational environment around 
the moon from mass concentrations 
— so-called masscons — might throw 
off the spacecraft’s trajectories. It was 
also to be a test of the communications 
systems, both between the two space-

craft and the spacecraft and Earth, at 
lunar distances. The mission was to give 
NASA a chance to take close-up images 
of the proposed landing site for Apollo 
11.

All in all, Apollo 10’s mission was a 
tall order that did not bring the cache of 
a lunar landing. 

It took the crew three days to reach 
the moon and get into lunar orbit 
where they went through all the phases 
leading up to a lunar landing. 

First, Stafford and Cernan in the LM 
Snoopy separated from the command 
module, nicknamed Charlie Brown. 
Then they used the larger descent en-
gine to lower Snoopy’s orbit, stopping 
less than 50,000 feet above the sur-
face. From that altitude, which was 
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life expectancy of an Amer-
ican woman was 64, and 60 
for an American man. Fuller, 
who never married or had 
children, defied all the actuar-
ial tables. She collected more 
than 400 monthly checks be-
fore her death in 1975 age of 
100. 

Fuller received quite a 
healthy return on her contri-
butions to the Social Security 
system. For three years prior 
to her retirement, she paid 

$24.75 of payroll taxes into 
the federal safety net. In the 
35 years after her retirement, 
she received $22,888.92 in 
benefits, 924 times what she 
contributed to the program.

Since its inception, So-
cial Security has provided 
support to tens of millions 
of Americans like Fuller. 
Approximately 67 million 
Americans received benefits 
from programs administered 
by the Social Security Ad-
ministration in 2017, includ-
ing 9 out of 10 individuals 
aged 65 and older. 

Corrections to 
Ten Town story

The name of Norma Grif-
fin was inadvertently omit-
ted from the story about Ten 
Town. Griffin supplied some 
of the information about the 
community. Also Donald 
Newhart’s great-grandfather 
Jacob Zimmerly provided 
the ground for Buchanan 
School. The story stated 
Jacob Zimmerly was Ne-
whart’s grandfather.

MONDAY,
 MAY 27th

Services will begin at 11am downtown,
they then proceed to the Cemetery

(approximately 12:00pm).
Lunch will follow at the American Legion

around 12:30pm.
American Legion Post #211—Paris, IL

All Edgar County Veterans, Spouses
and Surviving Spouses Invited

Hope to see you all there!

MEMORIAL DAY
CELEBRATION

Hosted by The American Legion Family
Sponsored by Prospect Bank

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
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(217) 465-8551
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the battle of Shiloh. Noticing 
some nearby Union graves that 
were neglected due to lingering 
animosities, they also laid 
some flowers to honor those 
soldiers. 

The town of Waterloo, N.Y., 
began an annual community 
event to commemorate war 
dead May 5, 1866. A century 
later, President Lyndon John-

son and Congress declared 
Waterloo as the birthplace of 
Memorial Day.  

In 1967, Congress officially 
named May 30 as Memori-
al Day, though many elderly 
Americans still refer to the 
holiday by its traditional name, 
Decoration Day. Four years lat-
er, the Uniform Monday Hol-
iday Act switched the holiday 
to the final Monday in May. 
Though Memorial Day has 
become a three-day weekend 
and the kickoff to summer for 

many, thousands of commu-
nities from coast to coast still 
have official observances.

Jones sees parallels in today’s 
Memorial Day celebrations 
and the deeper meaning of Lo-
gan’s General Order No. 11.  

“I think Logan’s primary 
purpose was his fear, which 
is shared by many of us,” said 
Jones, “that all of the veterans 
would be forgotten. He wanted 
to ensure that we will still hon-
or the men who died to keep 
the republic.”

NASA file photo

The Apollo 11 crew debriefs the Apollo 10 crew after the Apollo 10 flight. Clockwise, from left 
foreground, Michael Collins and Edwin E. Aldrin Jr. of Apollo 11; Gene Cernan and Thomas Stafford 

and some neighbor was 
checking me out. It wasn’t 
a neighbor. It was a mid-
dle-aged lady from California. 

She explained she was lost 
and was looking for Grand-
view Cemetery. I showed 
her a stone marker that had 
Augustus Cemetery Ca 
1827. She wasn’t looking for 
geese. She was looking for the 
burial grounds of the Henry 
Brinkerhoff family. 

It turned out she was the 
great-great-granddaughter 
of Henry Brinkerhoff, and 
I was looking for the stone 
of George Brinkerhoff, his 
twin brother. Wow, what a 
coincidence.

I took her back to the 
Brinkerhoff, stones and we 
found George, but it was the 
son of Henry and not his 
brother. This George was her 
great-grandfather, and she 
took a picture of that one. 
She was looking for Henry 
though and we both thought 
his marker could be found in 
Grandview Cemetery. 

I told her the directions to 
Grandview and told her the 

cemetery was just past the 
old town house. She went her 
way, and I went to find the 
location of the old school, 
which was the opposite way.

About a half-hour later, I 
decided to go to Grandview 
Cemetery, and I saw a little 
black car. Yep, that was the 
long lost granddaughter, and 
she found a Brinkerhoff lot 
that had the markers she was 
looking for. Then she showed 
me the stones of George, the 
elder, and his wife. I guess 
we helped each other quite 
by accident, but not without 
results. 

The Brinkerhoff experience 
is very puzzling with all the 
twins and same names, like 
George, but which gener-
ation, Blue and Pink and 
then Blue and Pink Jr. What 
was more puzzling, however 
was to find two seekers for 
information there at the same 
time from different ends of 
the Earth.

The next unexpected occur-
rence happened about 10 days 
ago when visiting with Tom 
Ogle about Ten Town. I am 
trying to put a book together 
about all the old one-room 
schoolhouses, and I asked if he 

knew anything about the old 
Buchanan School. He said he 
could do better than that by 
showing it to me. 

I thought it was gone a 
long time ago back in the 
1950s. He took me down the 
road about a mile south of 
his house while he explained 
Donald Newhart and his wife 
now lived there. I did have 
an old picture of Buchanan 
School of the 1940s and I 
could tell it was the same 
building, but had been 
remodeled. 

Donald Newhart explained 
to me he had gone there for 
eight years, and he thought 
it appropriate that he lived 
there now. I also found out 
this was the second Buchanan 
Schoolhouse because the first 
was destroyed in 1930 by a 
cyclone. The visit resulted in 
a new little story and a picture 
for my book of schools. 

One just never knows 
when something unexpected 
will come up and who will 
help whom. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

about the same as a commer-
cial flight across the United 
States, they saw the moon’s 
mountains and craters in 
more detail than any human 
had before.

Having demonstrated the 
LM’s descent engine could 
successfully control the 
spacecraft toward the sur-
face, they pressed forward 
with staging. This was meant 
to mimic the moment of 
launch from the moon’s sur-
face. On a landing mission, 
the bottom descent stage 
of the module served as a 
launch pad for the crewed 
ascent stage whose small-
er engine was to propel it 
from the surface into orbit 
to meet and dock with the 
waiting command module. 
On Apollo 10, Stafford and 
Cernan were to do the same 
thing in orbit.

Stafford moved a switch 
from the Safe position to 
Stage, activating the small ex-
plosives that forcibly separat-
ed the ascent stage from the 
descent stage. But rather than 
a smooth flight, the space-
craft started gyrating wildly, 
rolling, pitching and yawing 
around all three axes in turn. 
Almost instantly, Stafford saw 
a yellow Gimbal Lock light 
illuminate on a nearby instru-
ment panel. The computer 
was close to losing its orien-
tation in space, which meant 

mean the crew could have 
no idea where they were and 
how to get home. 

“Son of a bitch!” Cernan 
yelled as they got a quick 
sight of the separated descent 
stage passing by a window.

“We’re in trouble,” Staf-
ford concurred. 

The spacecraft never went 
into gimbal lock. Stafford 
reacted quickly and began 
manually correcting the 
spinning and rolling to get 
the spacecraft back into the 
correct attitude for their 
continued ascent. Less than 
four minutes after the ini-
tial staging, everything had 
calmed down. 

“I think we have got all 
our marbles,” Stafford called 
down to Houston. 

It was only later the crew 

learned exactly what hap-
pened. A series of small er-
rors on the crew's part had 
left the LM’s guidance sys-
tem pointing in the wrong 
direction. 

An errant setting in the 
spacecraft left the LM’s 
abort-guidance system 
searching for the CSM at a 
time when it shouldn't have 
been, and since it wasn’t near 
where the crew was aiming, it 
sent them on their frighten-
ing spin. 

Stafford and Cernan got 
the LM back on track, and 
less than two hours later the 
whole crew was reunited 
when Snoopy docked with 
Charlie Brown on the far side 
of the moon. Emerging from 
the radio blackout, Stafford 
gave Houston the good news. 

"Snoopy and Charlie Brown 
are hugging each other.” 

The rest of Apollo 10's 
mission passed without inci-
dent, right up to splashdown 
in the Pacific Ocean on May 
26. Despite the spin out inci-
dent, Apollo 10 was consid-
ered sufficiently successful 
that NASA chose to go for 
a landing with the next mis-
sion, Apollo 11. 

As for the crew, after com-
ing so close to the moon, 
both John Young and Gene 
Cernan later walked on the 
surface in 1972 as the com-
manders of Apollo 16 and 17 
respectively. 

Tom Stafford, meanwhile, 
commanded the American 
half of the first join US-Sovi-
et mission, the Apollo-Soyuz 
Test Project in 1975. 
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CHRISMAN – A year ago, the Rev. 
Nick Butcher of Chrisman Christian 
Church, and Trisha Brinkley began a 
food pantry to serve the community. It 
was a partnership between the church, 
and a previously existing program 
which provides students with lunch 
over the weekends.

“We have a real need here,” said 
Butcher. “There are underserved com-
munities that can’t get to places like 
Kansas, Paris or Georgetown.” 

He also wants to have a different 
methodology than many other food 
pantries. 

“We try to lavish the people that 
come here, there’re few limits,” Butch-
er said. “We have between 8,000 and 
11,000 pounds of food, as well as house-
hold items. Most places put limits on 
how much you can take, but I said that 
if we’re gonna be stingy about this, we 
may as well not do it. And it’s import-
ant, the poverty level in this area keeps 
creeping up, we’re filling a big hole.”

Butcher said the effort has expe-
rienced generosity from a variety of 
sources. The building, the former 
Chrisman State Bank, was donated by 
Longview Capital in October 2018, 
though April 2019 was the first time 
they could use it for the pantry. 

“We had multiple freezers donated 
by members of the community, and a 
member of the church donated lumber 
then used it to build the shelves we put 
the food on,” Butcher said. 

The church has also had several large, 
anonymous donations to help with 
other expenses. An $18,000 project 
to install a new floor was payed in two 
check.

“One guy donated $11,000, because 
he said ‘I can’t take it with me,’” Butcher 
said. “I think that’s a good mentality to 
have.”

Not all donations came in the form of 
money or goods. 

“The volunteers are the real heart 
and soul of this place. It’s really a 
church-driven community effort,” said 
Butcher. “We have Girl scouts come 
here, different teams come here. When 

we open the doors, sometimes there’re 
20 or 30 people who come out and 
help.” 

One volunteer who wished to re-
main anonymous took a moment to 
brag about Butcher’s children, who also 
frequently help at the food pantry. He 
added the food pantry is happy to part-
ner with anyone who is willing to help.

Among those partnerships is a wom-
an with an interesting role in the pro-
gram.  A U of I extension coordinator 
teaches people how to cook with the 
ingredients available from the pantry. 
She sets up a booth and offers recipes to 
help those receiving the food. Butcher 
said her help has proven important be-
cause at early food distributions some 

of the recipients asked how to cook the 
food items provided.   

The pastor doesn’t believe the dona-
tions came just from a place of spiritu-
ality. 

“I think that it’s a lot of people who 
grew up not having very much and now 
are blessed with more than enough. It’s 
just been an outpouring of generosity,” 
he said, adding the food pantry has 
been a good investment for the church. 
“I’ve seen a lot of people grow spiritual-
ly because of this. It’s something to vest 
their time in.”

Anyone desiring to help the food 
pantry in some way can call Chrisman 
Christian Church at (217)-269-3000 
for more information.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In 1978, photographer Jim 
Judkis got a big break.

People magazine asked him 
to photograph Fred Rogers, 
the beloved public televi-
sion host of “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood,” which was in 
its 10th year.

When he arrived to see 
Rogers, Judkis was nervous.

“You suddenly realize 
you’re in the presence of a 
known celebrity. I said, ‘Hello, 
Mister Rogers,’” Judkis said. 
“He smiled and reached out 
his hand to shake mine. He 
said, ‘Please call me Fred.’ It 
immediately put me at ease. 
Wow. He’s a normal guy.”

Over the next few decades, 
he photographed Rogers for 
People, The Philadelphia In-
quirer’s Sunday magazine and 
Pittsburgh Magazine. Jud-
kis’ most famous photo: an 
award-winning photograph 
he took of Rogers smiling as 
he looks, face-to-face, at a dis-
abled child, who cradles Rog-

ers’ face in his hands.
When the show went off 

the air, Judkis put the nega-
tives of his photos of Rogers 
into storage and forgot about 
them.

His photos are now out of 
storage and on display at the 
Pittsburgh Jewish Communi-
ty Center. Sixty of them ap-
pear in “The Loving Kindness 
of Fred Rogers” at the JCC 
through July 30.

The impetus for the display 
came three years ago, when 
producers making the HBO 
documentary “Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor” called Judkis 
and other Pittsburgh photog-
raphers, asking if they had any 
photos of Rogers.

Judkis said he’d look. But 
he wasn’t very excited. Rogers 
had died in 2003 and he didn’t 
know how much interest the 
documentary might gener-
ate. And didn’t really want to 
spend time sifting through his 
disorderly files of negatives.

But he eventually took a 
look.

“I realized: Whoa. I have 
a lot of images here,” he said 
of the three different photo 
shoots, with hundreds of neg-
atives, he’d taken of Rogers. 
“Two hundred were pretty 
interesting and relatively dif-
ferent from each other.”

Even after the HBO pro-
ducers had selected what they 
wanted, Judkis figured he had 
enough to exhibit.

In one photograph in the 
exhibit, Rogers sits on a flo-
ral-patterned couch in his 
WQED office with a notepad 
on his crossed legs. Rogers 
holds his glasses in his left 
hand, which also supports his 
head, while he writes with his 
right.

Over his right shoulder is 
a framed artwork bearing the 
Hebrew quote that is half of 
Song of Songs 6:3: “I am my 
beloved’s, and my beloved is 
mine.”

Judkis doesn’t know any-
thing specific about the art-
work.

“I didn’t have a clue what 

that said and meant,” he said. 
“I took the picture, because I 
saw it.”

Rogers, a Presbyterian 
minister, never talked about 
religion with Judkis, who 
wouldn’t have known that 
Rogers was ordained if he 
hadn’t been told or read it 
somewhere. He did know that 
Rogers knew Greek, though, 
and another photograph in 
the JCC exhibit shows Rog-
ers sitting beside a card table 
bearing the very thick book 
“The Jerome Biblical Com-
mentary.”

“He was a very, very schol-
arly individual. People think 
television, how intellectual is 
that? But he was many, many 
things,” Judkis said.

That a Jewish community 
center would focus on the 
Presbyterian minister — and 
that the latter would have a 
Hebrew quote on his office 
wall — may come as a sur-
prise.

But Judkis records in the 
catalog that he felt a sacred 

space seemed to surround 
Rogers’ love for and interac-
tions with every child he met.

Ron Symons, a Reform rab-
bi and senior director of Jew-
ish life at the Pittsburgh JCC, 
says he was raised on Mister 
Rogers and his puppets.

The rabbi’s subsequent in-
terest in midrash, often narra-
tive-based rabbinic teachings, 
is, “a direct result of those early 
days I spent sitting at the feet 
of Mister Rogers,” he wrote in 
the catalog for the exhibit.

The story, to Symons, has 
come full circle.

He works at the JCC, which 
is in the heart of the Squirrel 
Hill neighborhood, “just 100 
yards from the Sixth Presbyte-
rian Church where Fred Rog-
ers, a congregant there, learned 
about love of neighbor,” he 
wrote.

“And my desk faces due east: 
the same direction of Mister 
Rogers’ pew.”

Judkis said he’d recently spo-
ken to the curator for the ex-
hibit, who said the photos have 

been an encouragement to 
people in the community. The 
center is in the same neighbor-
hood as the Tree of Life, site of 
a deadly attack last fall.

“The curator was telling 
people how these photos have 
uplifted the people walking 
through the Jewish Communi-
ty Center, because they are sort 
of in PTSD mode and have 
been for a while,” Judkis said.

Judkis added the show and 
the book include what he calls 
off images.

The off images, some of 
which are abstract or off-kilter, 
include the book’s cover image, 
which shows Rogers with his 
eyes closed.

“It’s an off picture, and I like 
that it’s included,” he said.

Judkis said the inspiration 
for including imperfect im-
ages came from Persian rugs 
— which sometimes include 
intentional flaws for religious 
reasons.

“One knot is wrong, be-
cause only God can make 
something perfect,” he said.

Mister Rogers is back in his ’hood

Liberty’s 
light

The Bible passage of 
Romans 5:7b, “perhaps for a 
good man someone would 

dare even 
to die,” 
is often 
quoted at 
times of 
heroic sac-
rifice and 
annual 
remem-
brances.

With 
great 

respect 
we honor the patriotism 
of fallen warriors that gave 
their, “last full measure of 
devotion.” They were men 
and women who laid aside 
their personal freedom and 
gave their lives to preserve 
ours.   

All the platitudes created, 
all the beautiful rhetoric of 
golden-throated orators, all 
the flowery eloquent prose 
of gifted poets can never 
truly express the sempiternal 
gratitude that rightly rises 
without end from the hearts 
of those who realize that 
they are enjoying liberty’s 
blessings because of anoth-
er’s sacrifice. On Memorial 
Day, we try to express, albeit 
in halting terms, what we so 
deeply feel: thanks for our 
fallen heroes.

The above scripture is 
lifted from a larger body of 
thought; in fact, in its context 
it is actually contrasting the 
magnanimous love of God 
for sinners like you and me 
against our human brotherly 
love for others. 

Yes, we might die for 
people that we deem fitting 
of our sacrifice, but if we 
knew the only ones we were 
dying for were the dregs of 
society, the bottom feeders, 
the low-life scum of human-
ity, would we be so willing 
to give up our life? Yet, that 
is exactly what Jesus Christ 
did.  

The human race is fallen 
and debased and living in 
debauchery. Even though we 
have rebelled against God 
and have gone our own way; 
the sinless Son of God, will-
ingly came in order to pay a 
debt we owed God, a debt 
the human race had accrued 
and was impossibly unable 
to satisfy. 

The fuller text states Jesus 
died for the ungodly, while 
we were yet sinners (even 
enemies of God).  A person 
can dress up an old rotting 
building with superficial 
finish work, but under it all 
it’s still the same derelict; 
and so it is with us all.  Yet, 
Jesus sees us in our worst and 
gives us his best, and in love 
he laid down his life to save 
us from the eternal condem-
nation our sin deserved. No 
greater sacrifice. 

On Memorial Day, join 

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

New home for food pantry

See TEXAS, Page 9BSee PASTOR, Page 9B

Church 
reopens 
after May 
massacre 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

S U T H E R L A N D 
SPRINGS, Texas — A 
South Texas church began 
a fresh chapter of worship 
on Sunday, May 19, as it un-
veiled a new sanctuary a year 
and a half after a gunman 
opened fire and killed more 
than two dozen congregants 
in the deadliest mass shoot-
ing in state history.

Parishioners, elected 
leaders and relatives of those 
killed or injured at the First 
Baptist Church in the tiny 
town of Sutherland Springs 
gathered at the new sanctu-
ary for its dedication. Some 
among the hundreds in at-
tendance wore royal blue 
shirts with “#evildidnotwin” 
written across the back.

In the large, white sanc-
tuary amid a stained glass 
panel, Pastor Frank Pome-
roy told the crowd they 
were celebrating God’s glory 
while remembering, “those 
who have paid a price for 
this incredible facility.”

The church commemo-
rated the victims by reading 
their names as the church 
bell rang, and those con-
nected to them stood up 
in the crowd. Pomeroy’s 
14-year-old daughter, Anna-
belle Pomeroy, was among 
those killed.

Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott told the worshippers 
that despite the trying time 
since the attack, Sunday 
marked another giant step 
forward on a path to healing 
and recovery.

“This is a tangible sign 
as people drive through 
Sutherland Springs in the 
future they will know that 
this is a place where good-
ness triumphed over evil,” 
Abbott said to loud applause 
from the crowd.

The new worship center 
and memorial room honor-
ing the victims were made 
possible through millions 
of dollars in donations from 
around the world. The facil-
ity features enhanced secu-
rity elements, along with a 
new church bell tower and 
an additional prayer space.

A gunman shot and killed 
25 people at the church on 
Nov. 5, 2017. Authorities 
put the official death toll at 
26 because one of the vic-
tims was pregnant.

Places of worship have 
increasingly faced target-
ed attacks by extremists. A 
shooting at a California syn-
agogue in April left one wor-
shipper dead and injured 
three others, and a white su-
premacist killed 51 people 
at a New Zealand mosque 
in March.

Braden Chittick/Prairie Press

Longview Capital Corporation donated the Old State Bank building, located just off Chrisman’s square, for use as a food pantry 
by the Chrisman Christian Church.

Braden Chittick/Prairie Press

The food pantry operated by the Chrisman Christian Church gets staples from the 
Eastern Illinois Food Bank and receives a discount from Ruler Foods to provide fresh 
produce.

Pittsburgh Jewish Community Center hosts Fred Rogers exhibit just blocks from his neighborhood church

STATE BANK BECOMES FOOD BANK

Braden Chittick/Prairie Press

Shirley Malone, left, Nick Butcher, center, and Dick Long, right sort through sup-
plies preparing for a food distribution at the Chrisman Food Pantry.
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millions of Americans honor-
ing the fallen that preserved 
our freedom along with a 
host of rights such as: speech, 
assembly, worship, possessing 
firearms to protect that free-

dom, voting our conscience 
and so on.  

Also, don’t forget the one 
who gave the ultimate gift, 
delivering us from our sin 
and its judgment, and assur-
ing us a home in an eternal 
kingdom that will never face 
domination by evil; but will 

always bask in liberty’s light.
 (Jack Hoffman is the 

senior pastor at Corner-
stone Baptist Church in 
Paris. Email him at jilland-
jack1971@gmail.com. Pas-
tor’s Perspective is provided 
by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

JUNE 2 YODER IN CONCERT
Carolyn Yoder and VWorship 
Team are performing a concert 
7 p.m. June 2 in the Linn Park 
Amphitheater, Martinsville. This 
is a free concert but audience 
members are requested to 
bring their own seating. A food 
concession opens at 6 p.m. In 
case of rain, the concert will 
move to the Martinsville High 
School gym.

JUNE 11 TAIZÉ SERVICE
Join the Sisters of Providence 
for song, quiet contemplation 
and inspired readings during the 
free, ecumenical Taizé Prayer 
gathering 7-8 p.m.(EDT) June 11 
in the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods. Persons of all faith 
traditions are invited to the 
gatherings, which take place 
on the second Tuesday of each 
month. The hour-long service 
includes prayer, beautiful music 
and a time for silence, spoken 
and silent prayers in a space 
lit primarily by candlelight. For 
more information, call 812-
535-2952 or log on to https://
spsmw.org/event/taize-pryer/
all/.

GRACE NOTES Wincester Bible on exhibit in cathedral
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Using a goose feather quill, a 
solitary scribe spent four years 
writing the words in Latin on 
the skins of 250 calves, before 
six artists began sumptuous il-
luminations using gold leaf and 
lapis lazuli from Afghanistan. 
Although it was never quite 
finished, the Winchester Bible 
finally weighed in at the medi-
eval equivalent of 32kg.

Now the largest and most 
beautiful of 12th-century Bi-
bles is on display following a 
five-year conservation project 
as part of a landmark exhibi-
tion at Winchester cathedral 
in Great Britain. “Kings and 
Scribes: The Birth of a Nation” 
takes visitors through more 
than 1,000 years of history, in-
cluding the construction, de-
struction and remaking of one 
of the country’s greatest cathe-
drals over centuries of struggle 
and civil war.

The Bible’s four volumes will 
be displayed alongside a digi-
tized version that allows visi-
tors to turn pages and zoom in 
on its exquisite artistry. 

“You don’t get grander than 
this,” said Andrew Honey, a 
book conservator at the Bodle-
ian Library in Oxford. It was 
the biggest manuscript he had 

worked on, he said.
The exhibition, funded by a 

£11.2m grant from the Nation-
al Lottery Heritage Fund and 
donations, has been eight years 
in the planning. “It celebrates 
the history of Winchester and 
the cathedral,” said Catherine 
Ogle, the dean. “Caring for this 
heritage is an awesome respon-
sibility, and we want to share 
our wonderful treasures with 
as many people as possible.”

Among those treasures are 
six finely decorated mortuary 
chests containing the jumbled 
bones of royals and bishops 
dating from the late Anglo-Sax-
on and early Norman periods. 
Since 2015, a team of biologi-
cal anthropologists from Bris-
tol University has measured 
and recorded more than 1,300 
human bones and reconstruct-
ed 23 partial skeletons.

One is believed to be Queen 
Emma, a powerful political fig-
ure who married two succes-
sive Kings of England, Ethelred 
and Canute, and was the moth-
er of King Edward the Confes-
sor and King Harthacnut. She 
died in 1052. The exhibition 
includes 3D printed replicas 
of her bones, including her in-
complete skull.

Another treasure is a library 
of 2,000 volumes, including 

Bibles, books of sermons, lit-
erature and books on plants 
and animals, bequeathed to the 
cathedral in 1684 by bishop 
George Morley. Some books 
have been digitised to allow 
visitors close inspection.

The exhibition includes 
many interactive elements, 
including the chance to de-
sign a panel of a stained glass 
window. “We want to attract 
people from as many ages and 
backgrounds as possible,” said 
Ogle.

The cathedral also hopes 
the exhibition will help secure 
its financial sustainability. Its 
entrance fee – £9.50, covering 
both the cathedral and exhi-
bition – is only paid by about 
four in 10 of its annual 300,000 
visitors, as people attending 
services are exempt. Officials 
hope annual visitor numbers 
to the cathedral, which costs 
about £12,000 a day to run 
and maintain, will rise to half 
a million as a result of the ex-
hibition.

“We’d love not to ask for 
an entrance fee, but the costs 
are enormous,” said Ogle. 
Since 2012, the cathedral has 
releaded the presbytery roof, 
and the presbytery high vault 
and 15th-century stained glass 
have been restored.
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Latino leaders meet in Jerusalem 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

JERUSALEM — In mid-
May, one year after the United 
States relocated its embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, 
nearly 200 evangelical Latino 
leaders from the U.S., Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
attended a festive rooftop 
ceremony in the Old City of 
Jerusalem.

They were joined by Jewish 
leaders from Israel and abroad.

Although it was hot enough 
on that roof to fry an egg, the 
leaders — dressed in business 
attire for the occasion — took 
solace in the heart-stopping 
view of the Temple Mount a 
mere 300 feet away.

Below it, the Western Wall 
was crowded with worship-
pers.

On a mission organized by 
the Latino Coalition for Is-

rael, the participants listened 
intently as speakers described 
the Jews’ “return to the Land 
of Israel” and musicians played 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
and “Hatikva (the Hope),” Is-
rael’s national anthem.

The bilingual English-Span-
ish mission culminated in a 
daylong summit attended by 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
David Friedman. The sum-
mit was the latest expression 
of the American evangelical 
Latino community’s support 
for Israel and its warming ties 
with Diaspora Jewish commu-
nities.

As the number of evangel-
ical Christians has swelled 
within the Latino community 
in the United States, so too 
has the community’s support 
for Israel and Jews around the 
world.

Its leaders believe Israel’s 

creation is the fulfillment of 
biblical prophecy and biblical 
passages that call for blessing 
the Jewish people.

“It is a miracle to see the re-
turn of Israel after 2,000 years 
of exile and Christian perse-
cution,” said the Rev. Mario 
Bramnick, LCI’s president, 
who noted an unprecedented 
rise of anti-Semitism in the 
U.S.

Like many evangelical 
Christians, Bramnick, pas-
tor of New Wine Ministries 
Church in Cooper City, 
Fla., believes that President 
Trump’s support of Israel, and 
especially his decision to bring 
the U.S. Embassy to Jerusa-
lem, was divinely inspired.

“It is a miracle that God 
appointed Donald Trump to 
be a modern Cyrus,” Bram-
nick said, referring to Cyrus 
the Great, the first king of the 

Persian Empire, who in the 
Hebrew Bible allows Jews to 
return to Jerusalem from Bab-
ylon. Some evangelicals see 
Trump as a Cyrus-like figure, 
who comes to the aid of God’s 
people — even though he is 
not particularly religious.

Successive Israeli govern-
ments have reached out to 
the Latino community in the 
hopes of fostering not only 
trade relations but political 
support for the Jewish state.

“One of the first things I did 
was instruct our consulates to 
hire Hispanics specifically to 
bring together Israel and the 
Hispanic community,” Danny 
Ayalon, Israel’s ambassador to 
the U.S. from 2002-2006, said. 
“I realized the great political, 
economic potential and hu-
man potential of the growing 
Hispanic community in the 
United States.”
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Tractors pulling planters filled Ed-
gar County and East Central Illinois 
fields this past weekend before more 
rains made the a return to the fields 
impossible by mid-week.

Some farmers north and east of Par-
is reported they were able to complete 
their corn planting but are now waiting 
until they can get back into the field to 
being drilling soybeans.

After the thunderstorms early 
Thursday morning dumped up to 1.5 
inches of rain on the area, farmers were 
hoping warmer temperatures — and 
perhaps some sunshine — might dry 
fields to allow planting to continue. 

Farmers from throughout Illinois 
know it’s wet out there. But how wet 
has it really been?

Between Jan. 1 and May 10, Illinois 
weather stations experienced an aver-
age of 45 percent more rain than the 
1981-2010 norm. It’s also been about 
five years since accumulated rain de-
layed planting this late into the spring 
season for large swaths of the Corn 
Belt and Mississippi Delta.

Since the first of the year, some ar-
eas of southern Illinois have seen more 
than 25 inches of rain, according to 
data from the Midwest Regional Cli-
mate Center. To the west, places like 
Geneseo were 8 inches above where 
they were last year on May 10.

Kaiyu Guan, a natural resources and 
environmental sciences professor at 
the University of Illinois, says to expect 
more frequent wet springs like 2019, 
with likewise more frequent heavy 
rains in the future.

“It’s actually probably going to con-
tinue picking up in frequency over the 
course of years,” says Guan, who’s also 
a Blue Waters professor at the National 
Center for Supercomputing Applica-
tions. “Climate models have predict-
ed the increase in excessive rain we’ve 
seen so far and anticipate the trend will 
continue.”

With this trend in mind, Guan part-
nered with other campus research-
ers — including ag economist Gary 
Schnitkey — to look at the past 30 
years of crop insurance claims and oth-
er streams of data, such as soil proper-
ties and historical weather, for the U.S.

They determined in locations with 
poorly drained soils and cooler condi-
tions, rain can be as damaging to corn 
yield as drought. In particular, the Da-
kotas, southern Minnesota and west-
ern Iowa have all, in the past 30 years, 
had years where the average farmer 
lost just as much corn yield to rain as 
they lost to drought in dry years.

The study published in Global 
Change Biology at the end of April 
shows that, for certain years, exces-

sive rainfall reduced U.S. corn yield 
by as much as 34 percent relative to 
the expected yield in some areas. 
Drought and excessive heat caused a 
yield loss of up to 37 percent during 
some years.

“The numbers come from crop 
insurance indemnity data, so they 
don’t lie,” Guan says, adding excessive 
rainfall affected more counties than 
drought in the 30 years of insurance 
data, but on average for each case, the 
affected area and damage were less 
than what drought caused.

Losses attributed to rain have a 
weaker signal, as average yield for the 
county recorded for insurance claim 
purposes isn’t dragged down as much 
as during drought. Some farms, for 
example, could be tile-drained, while 
many other areas in the county could 
be at higher elevations and avoid the 
worst accumulations that delay plant-
ing the longest.

Because of this, the study authors 
are calling for changes to risk manage-
ment plans by both government and 
farmers.

“As rainfall becomes more extreme, 
crop insurance needs to evolve to bet-
ter meet planting challenges faced by 
farmers,” Schnitkey says.

Illinois has more than 10 million 
tile-drained acres, and Guan says farm-
ers following the practice are on the 
right path for preparing for a wetter 
present and future. However, there 
are existing century-old tile mains that 
are much less effective than modern 
draining.

Without knowing where tiled land 
is and how effective or old the piping 
is, Guan says there’s no good way to 
evaluate Illinois tile’s impact on lo-
cal and regional scales. Therefore, his 
team’s analysis focused on the county 
scale and up, but he says farmers can 
look in their own fields to see if they 

have an old system, if water is pooling, 
and if they need to look at investing in 
new drainage.

“If you have efficient tile, it definite-
ly helps. But it also helps to go out and 
look where you’re getting inundated,” 
Guan says.

He notes the study focused mostly 
on rain during the growing season, but 
they tracked preseason accumulation 
through data provided by NASA’s 
GRACE satellites, which are used to 
measure changes in gravity on Earth. 
GRACE stands for Gravity Recovery 
and Climate Experiment.

As more water stores in a water-
shed, the change in gravity affects the 
distance between the two GRACE 
satellites, allowing NASA and Guan to 
track water storage on land.

By tying GRACE data into their 
analysis, Guan and his co-authors de-
termined that higher pre-growing-sea-
son soil moisture and water storage 
make yield loss by excessive rainfall 
worse at the regional scale. Converse-
ly, it alleviates the loss by extreme 
drought in the subsequent growing 
season.

Excessive rain before planting sea-
son only helps with extreme drought 
during the season if it happens in April, 
the study found; the water accumulat-
ed from Jan. 1 on otherwise doesn’t aid 
yields. When it accumulates ahead of a 
wet planting season, however, it sits — 
like a full bucket under a faucet.

“If you start the growing season with 
a pretty empty bucket, then you’re go-
ing to rely on the growing season to 
replenish the bucket and let the crop 
grow,” Guan says.

“But from the other perspective, if 
your bucket is really full and you have 
a lot of spring rainfall, then that’s too 
much. Your bucket can’t take anymore, 
you get flooding, delayed planting and 
drown emergent crops,” he concluded.

SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

URBANA — Recent soy-
bean price volatility highlights 
the uncertainty underpinning 
the soybean market. The sud-
den drop last week gives an 
indication of the fragility of the 
current soybean market, in par-
ticular, explains University of 
Illinois agricultural economist 
Todd Hubbs.    

Hubbs adds the following 
factors bear watching for pos-
sible pricing opportunities 
during the summer months for 
soybeans. 

“Issues with trade negotia-
tions and large South American 
crops continue to pressure soy-
bean use.    Currently, soybean 
exports sit behind the pace 
needed to meet the projection 
of 1.775 billion bushels for 
the 2018-19 marketing year,” 
Hubbs says. “The deterioration 
of trade negotiations with Chi-
na places the 247 million bush-

els of export sales scheduled for 
this marketing year in question.  

“If those sales get canceled, 
the potential for soybean ex-
ports dropping below 1.6 bil-
lion bushels this marketing year 
increases substantially. The loss 
of these sales would push end-
ing stocks well above 1 billion 
bushels.” 

In addition to the loss of 
the Chinese market, Hubbs 
says abundant South Ameri-
can crops look to provide stiff 
competition. South American 
production is up approximately 
7 percent over last year’s crop 
at 6.7 billion bushels, and pro-
jected production for the 2019 
crop sits at 6.8 billion bushels. 

“Weak currencies in Argen-
tina and Brazil combined with 
a growing price spread over 
U.S. soybean export prices look 
to boost exports out of the re-
gion,” he says. “Chinese buying 
out of South America last week 
indicates the potential shift 

away from U.S. soybeans from 
the world’s largest buyer. Week-
ly exports of U.S. soybeans may 
weaken under the increased 
competition. 

“Export inspections need to 
average near 32 million bush-
els per week to hit the current 
USDA projection,” he adds. 

Over the last eight weeks, 
export inspections averaged 
near 21 million bushels per 
week. An expectation of fur-
ther reductions in the USDA 
estimate for soybean exports 
appears more likely as the trade 
war grinds on into the summer. 
Larger ending stocks associat-
ed with decreased exports cre-
ate an expectation of declining 
prices for the summer months 
barring a severe weather event, 
Hubbs says. 

U.S. soybean planted acre-
age and yield will be critical 
factors in soybean prices mov-
ing forward. The release of the 
June 29 acreage report could 

be particularly bearish for soy-
bean prices. The U.S. average 
soybean yield is projected at 
49.5 bushels per acres with 
84.6 million planted acres re-
ported in USDA’s Prospective 
Planting report. 

“The cold and wet planting 
season in the Corn Belt with 
the potential for reduced corn 
acreage could lead to an in-
crease in planted acres in soy-
beans for the 2019 crop year. 
Despite the slow start to the 
planting season, the late date 
for prevented planting of soy-
beans makes the likelihood of 
a substantial decrease in acres 
due to prevent plant unlikely. 
Soybean acres planted as of the 
May 20 report sat at 19 per-
cent, which is well behind the 
pace of 47 percent for the five-
year average.  

“Over large areas of the 
Corn Belt, the prevent plant 
date occurs on June 10, 15 or 
20. While we could see an up-

tick in prevented plant acres 
for soybeans, a large acreage 
decline due to prevent plant 
seems unlikely unless the cur-
rent weather pattern continues 
into June,” Hubbs says.   

The potential for another 
round of government pay-
ments adds a level of difficulty 
to the decision on whether to 
price soybeans. “Currently, the 
administration floated some 
ambiguous plans for another 
series of payments. If those 
payments are tied to produc-
tion like last year, the potential 
for a substantial increase in soy-
bean acres rises. Slowing con-
sumption and the prospect of 
increased acreage do not bode 
well for soybean prices during 
the remainder of 2019. The 
risks associated with waiting 
for a summer price rally before 
pricing the 2019 crop is large. 
Particularly if the payments 
floated by the government get 
tied to soybean production, it 

may be prudent to price soy-
beans on any near-term rally 
before the release of the June 
acreage report,” Hubbs says. 

Soybean acreage is more 
likely to surpass planting in-
tentions creating a scenario in 
which production could be 
large even with a modest yield 
loss. “Soybean prices appear 
more vulnerable to downward 
price movements given current 
supplies and the expectation of 
a growing crop size in 2019.  

“Recent cash prices for soy-
beans saw bids above $8 per 
bushel for fall delivery in cen-
tral Illinois.  While this price 
level is not at the preferred 
level to sell new crop soybeans, 
another round of payments 
may make this price more pal-
atable. The alternative requires 
acceptance of the risks asso-
ciated with further worsening 
in trade negotiations and po-
tential expansion of the 2019 
crop,” Hubbs says.   

No one happy 
about biofuel 
decline 

Soybean prices constantly fluxing

See GUEBERT, Page 8B
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Planting is once again at a standstill in East Central Illinois as thunderstorms dropped 1.5 inches of rain early Thursday 
morning. The spring of 2019 is one of the wettest on record and may be a signal of future years, according to University of 
Illinois experts.

Rain just as bad as drought

If you want to anger almost 
any American farmer, write 
something less than flattering 

about the 
declining 
use of 
biofuels — 
especially 
ethanol — 
in the U.S. 
today.

If you 
want to 
really anger 
almost 

any American farmer, write 
something unflattering about 
biofuels — especially ethanol 
— that includes the sentence, 
“U.S. farmers, particularly 
cornbelt farmers, have gotten 
a really bad deal from the 
Trump Administration on the 
biofuels front.”

Both statements are true, 
according to Scott Irwin, an 
agricultural economist at the 
University of Illinois who, 
word-for-word, offered the 
latter one.

On April 12, Irwin, who 
specializes in evaluating the 
economic factors that affect 
corn and soybean prices, pub-
lished an analysis of today’s 
ethanol market on the univer-
sity’s farmdocDAILY website 
under the workmanlike title 
of “Implications of Recent 
Trends in U.S. Gasoline Con-
sumption for Ethanol.”

The seven-page report, 
however, was anything but 
workmanlike. For example, 
in it Irwin calculated that a 
forecasted 26.1-billion-gallon 
decline in yearly U.S. gasoline 
usage by 2030 will drain 2.6 
billion gallons of U.S. ethanol 
use from this year’s estimated 
14.3 billion gallons over the 
next decade.

That means, “the project-
ed decline in the E10 blend 
wall… represents approxi-
mately 930 million bushels of 
lost corn demand, not consid-
ering the offset of lost DDGS 
[Distiller’s Dried Grain and 
Solubles, a co-product of 
ethanol] production on feed 
demand.”

When DDGS are figured 
in, Irwin estimated the total 
loss of yearly corn demand 
would be closer to 650 mil-
lion bu., not a billion bushel 
punch in the face but still a 
hard smack.

But that’s only if the U.S. 
gasoline market doesn’t slide 
further south than the already 
dismal forecast predicts. “The 
best case scenario,” for future 
American gasoline use, Irwin 
noted in an April 23 tele-
phone interview, “is flat-line 
use; neither up nor down 
from today.”

Moreover, he added, “I feel 
pretty confident in saying 
we’ve reached peak gas usage 
(in the U.S.) because this 
projection from EIA [the U.S. 
Energy Information Admin-
istration] doesn’t even have 
electric cars coming on strong 
before 2030.”

If one of the nation’s 
foremost ethanol market 
analysts is pretty confident  
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WASHINGTON — The 
United States and China are 
digging in for a prolonged 
trade war, with the Trump 
administration unveiling a 
new $16 billion bailout for 
farmers hurt by Beijing’s tariffs 
Thursday, May 23 — and more 
companies saying they are 
redirecting supply chains away 
from China.

Global markets tumbled 
as investors began coming 
to terms with the idea that 
President Trump’s trade war 
is here to stay. Benchmark 
indexes in China, Germany, 
France and the United States 
all dropped. American crude 
oil prices were down roughly 
5 percent, amid growing 
concern the ongoing trade war 
would start to drag on global 
economic demand. The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury note 
fell to its lowest level this year, 
in a sign investors were pricing 
in lower levels of growth and 
inflation.

Hopes for a quick resolution 
to the China trade fight faded 
further this week, with Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
saying on Wednesday that 
no additional meetings with 
Beijing are scheduled and he 
is encouraging American firms 
to reorient their supply chains 
and source their products 
elsewhere.

China’s president Xi 
Jinping this week called for 
the Chinese people to begin a 
modern long march, invoking 
a time of hardship from the 
country’s history as it braces 
for a protracted trade war with 
the United States.

“I am growing more and 
more skeptical that there is a 
place where the two sides can 
come to a deal,” said Edward 
Alden, a fellow at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. “If I look 
at the positions the two sides 
have taken at the moment, I do 
not see a path to a deal.”

More companies have 
been pulling back from doing 
business with Chinese firms, 
especially multinationals that 
provided services to Huawei, 
the telecommunications 
equipment giant. The Trump 
administration announced last 
week it would blacklist Huawei 
over security concerns, 
prompting Google and mobile 
carriers to say they would no 
longer do business with it.

The Huawei ban, coupled 
with Trump’s decision to raise 
tariffs on $200 billion worth of 
goods and begin the process 
to tax another $300 billion 
have exacerbated tensions with 
Beijing. It has vowed to further 
retaliate on American products, 
particularly agricultural goods.

In a note Wednesday, 
analysts from Nomura Global 
Markets Research said their 
baseline scenario was that 
Trump would put a 25 percent 
tariff on all Chinese exports to 
the United States by the end 
of 2019, most likely after he is 

Trump 
proposes 
farmer aid

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND 
FOOD FILE

See AID, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press 

Water logged fields continue to plague East Central Illinois farmers as they work 
to get corn and soybean crops planted.
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scheduled to meet with Xi Jin-
ping at the G-20 in late June.

More restrictions on deal-
ing with Chinese tech com-
panies could come soon. The 
New York Times reported 
Tuesday the Trump adminis-
tration is considering another 
ban on American companies 
supplying components to 
Hikvision, a Chinese surveil-
lance camera maker that has 
been criticized for playing a 
role in the Chinese govern-
ment’s monitoring and repres-
sion of Uighurs, a mostly Mus-
lim ethnic minority.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said Monday it would 
allow Huawei to continue do-
ing business with American 
companies for 90 days to pre-
vent disruption to mobile net-
works that use the company’s 
equipment. But many compa-
nies are quickly announcing 
plans to exit their relationships 
with Huawei. In addition to 

Google, which announced 
it would cut off support to 
Huawei for Android hardware 
and software services, as well 
as popular applications like 
Maps and Gmail. German 
supplier Infeon announced a 
similar ban. The benchmark 
index of American semicon-
ductor stocks fell more than 
2 percent in early trading, as 
investors continued to grapple 
with Trump administration 
efforts to restrict sales to Hua-
wei.

Trump has been fighting 
several trade wars at once, 
wielding tariffs against metals 
from Europe, Japan, Canada 
and Mexico as well as goods 
from China. In response, trad-
ing partners have hit back at 
American farmers, imposing 
punishing tariffs on every-
thing from peanut butter to 
soybeans to orange juice.

Over the last week, the 
Trump administration has 
moved to resolve or delay trade 
conflicts on other fronts, to 
better focus its efforts on Bei-

jing. While Trump has insist-
ed any pain will be short-lived 
and worth the price, admin-
istration officials have grown 
concerned the president could 
lose the support of farmers, an 
important political constituen-
cy, ahead of the 2020 election. 
Those worries helped spur 
Trump last week to suddenly 
drop steel and aluminum tariffs 
on Canada and Mexico, which 
agreed in turn to withdraw 
stiff levies on American farm 
goods.

On Thursday, the admin-
istration took another step 
to help insulate farmers, with 
the Agriculture Department 
saying it would provide up to 
$16 billion in aid to farmers 
hurt by Chinese trade retali-
ation. The amount, “is in line 
with the estimated impacts 
of unjustified retaliatory tar-
iffs on U.S. agricultural goods 
and other trade disruptions,” 
the department said in a state-
ment.

The new program will 
make $14.5 billion in direct 

payments to producers, chan-
neled through the Commod-
ity Credit Corporation, a 
program that helps shore up 
American farmers by buying 
their crops. The payments 
will be made to agricultural 
producers for a wide range of 
products, from soybeans and 
cotton to chickpeas and cher-
ries, in up to three tranches, 
beginning in late July or early 
August.

The government will also 
implement a $1.4 billion 
program to purchase surplus 
commodities affected by the 
trade war and distribute them 
to food banks, schools and 
other programs for the poor, 
as well as put another $100 
million toward developing 
new export markets for Amer-
ican farmers.

The financial support 
comes after the administra-
tion handed out $12 billion in 
emergency relief for farmers 
last year, also funded through 
the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration.

the U.S. has reached peak 
gasoline consumption — a 
decade  before electric cars 
even become a market factor 
— then farmers should be 
equally aware that peak eth-
anol consumption has likely 
occurred, also.

Which is why, Irwin noted 
in his April 12 analysis that, 
“It is surely… no surprise why 
the U.S. ethanol industry is 
pushing so hard for expansion 
in the use of E15” — raising 
the ethanol-gasoline blend 
from 10 percent to 15 percent 
— “which may be required for 
the industry to just stay even in 

total domestic consumption of 
ethanol.”

The push, however, is being 
met head-on by Big Oil. First, 
gasoline retailers are not going 
to hand over another five 
percent of their now-eroding 
market without a very tough 
fight.

Also, “It will cost billions 
for 150,000 gas stations in 
the U.S. to add E15 pumps,” 
Irwin estimates. No one, not 
industry, government or agri-
culture, is stepping up to pay 
even a part of that tall tab to 
make E-15 readily available if 
and when it receives govern-
ment go-ahead.

An even tougher task for 
farmers, though, might be 

addressing what the White 
House is doing — and, in 
some cases, not doing — says 
Irwin.

Despite the Trump Ad-
ministration’s often-expressed 
support of biofuels, farmers 
have complained bitterly the 
White House’s retroactive 
ethanol blending exemptions 
for nearly 50 refiners in 2016 
and 2017 cost ethanol makers 
2.25 billion gallons in sales in 
2018.

Irwin is more blunt on 
the exemption issue: “What 
Trump is doing is illegal. That 
isn’t a political statement; that 
is a statement of fact.”

Illegal though it may be, 
ethanol still faces a shrink-

ing gasoline market, a hard 
fight just to keep its exemp-
tion-threatened share of that 
shrinking market, an even 
harder fight to get E15 into 
general use and a White 
House whose behind-the-
scenes actions belie its public 
words.

Little wonder, then, why 
market analysts worry about 
the future of biofuels; there’s 
dwindling sunshine wherever 
they look.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois dairy 
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)
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ST. CHARLES — Symp-
toms of Spring Fever may 
be heightened thanks to the 
long winter and the mid-April 
snow. Many homeowners are 
itching to get in the yard, and 
one of the first tasks tackled 
is mulching. But do we do it 
properly?

“There are many benefits 
when it is done right,” said 
Richard Hentschel, horticul-
ture educator with University 
of Illinois Extension. “Mulch-
ing trees and shrubs controls 
weeds, conserves moisture 
and lessens the time in the 
yard trimming after you are 
done mowing the lawn.”

In addition, mulch pro-
vides root system protection 
from seasonal changes in 
temperatures, cold or hot. 
For a young tree, it also will 

keep the lawn mower and 
string trimmer from dam-
aging the trunk, and on our 
older trees, the mulch ring 
lessens the handwork needed 
to maintain the yard. Plus, it 
makes the yard look neater.

That said, Hentschel warns 
there is a correct technique to 
mulching, and it does not re-
semble a volcano.

“As you drive around your 
town or neighborhood, you 
may see trees mulched high 
up the trunk with the pile an-
gling downward like a moun-
tain,” he said. “This is called 
‘volcano mulching,’ and you 
do not want to do it. There is 
not a single sound horticul-
tural reference that will say 
volcano mulching is a good 
thing, yet it is quite common.”

So, what happens when we 
mulch the wrong way?

“Nothing at first. Damage 

occurs over time and later 
when the tree is suffering, 
we do not relate the volcano 
mulching to the tree’s symp-
toms,” he said.

“The trunk of the tree is 
designed by nature to be ex-
posed to the elements, and 
that is why a tree trunk is cov-
ered in bark,” he explained. 
“The bark is a collection of 
dead cells that provide insu-
lation to the more sensitive 
parts in the cambium layer. 
When mulch decomposes, 
it generates heat. This heat 
damages this important cam-
bium layer, lessoning the 
trees ability to move water 
and needed nutrients up and 
down the tree.”

It also will cause the trunk 
to begin to decay, allowing 
pathogens to enter the tree. 
In addition, because the bark 
is now in the dark, some trees 

will even attempt to grow 
roots out into the mulch rath-
er than into the soil where 
they belong.

The proper way to mulch 
is never to allow mulch to 
cover the bark by leaving a 
small ring around the trunk 
exposed down to the soil 
and mounding up the mulch 
three or four inches out and 
away from the tree trunk to 
the size of the ring appropri-
ate for the tree size.

“Think donut, not volcano,” 
added Hentschel. “Plan on 
reapplying the mulch as the 
mulch ring decomposes. This 
will vary by type of mulch; 
some break down in a year, 
others will last two or more. 
Lastly, it is appropriate to 
freshen the ring by loosening 
the mulch with a garden rake, 
just don’t leave it rest on the 
soil to cake over.”

The mulch volcano is a destructive force

Retail 
Meat Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Having a 

Graduation Party?SALE
Pre-order your Patties, 
Brats and Hot Dogs!
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 Aluminized Riveted CMP Culverts 
 Galvanized CMP/Aluminized CMP 
 Polymeric Double Wall  Pipe 
 In stock-8 inches to 36 inches  
 Lengths:  20 foot to 30 foot long  
 Bands to achieve any length  
 C-200 12.5 ’  x 432’  Woven Fabric 
 C-65 15 ’  x 300 Non Woven Fabric 
 Special  orders available  
 Pick up or Delivery 
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211 N. Jefferson, Paris

217-465-6018
OPEN 

5 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily

Drop off Dry Cleaning service has ended.  
If you previously dropped off dry cleaning, 

please come pick it up.
The wash, dry and fold service has also ended. 

If you dropped off clothes this week, they will be 
returned by 4 p.m. on Monday, May 20.

ALL ITEMS MUST BE PICKED UP BY MAY 31
We’re not closing, we’re improving to serve 
you better.  Thanks you for your support!

SCHOLARSHIPS
The V.F.W. Post 3601 is offering scholarships 

to qualifying 2nd, 3rd or 4th year college 
students or advanced 1 year graduate.  

Students must be the child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, step grandchild, or step great 

grandchild of a past or present member of 
Post 3601 or its auxiliary.

Applications may be picked up after May 1 at the 
V.F.W. Post 3601

601 West Court, Paris
They must be returned to the Post by 

June 3, 2019 at Noon

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Dried corn kernals (pl.)
6. A dog is one
9. Medieval feline
13. Appeal emotionally
14. Uncommon
15. Chinese currency
16. Gain as interest
17. Habitat
18. Ribosomal ribonucleic acid
19. 2015 NL batting champ
21. Makes wet
22. Discounts
23. Beavers build this
24. Between south and east
25. Promotional materials
28. Arbiter
29. Ancient Greek ruler
31. Ruse
33. Where coaches spend their 
time
36. LA landmark __ House
38. Nothing
39. Chickpea plant
41. Revolutionary War militia 
member
44. Civil rights organization
45. Fathers
46. Carries things
48. Frequently
49. Location of White House
51. Small amount
52. A structure forming a 
covered entrance
54. Soothes
56. Shameless
60. Middle Eastern nation
61. Footsteps
62. Russian river
63. Once-influential student 
organization
64. Jags owner Khan
65. Bura-__: Nigerian language

66. Small boy
67. Belonging to a thing
68. Mosses
 Clues Down
1. Went too fast
2. Protruding ridge on worms
3. Insignificant
4. Pains
5. South Dakota
6. Greek island
7. Emerald Isle
8. Golfers know this well
9. Desire to set fire to things
10. A glow
11. Levels
12. Enzyme

 14. Explains again
 17. City in South of
 France
 20. Paddle 
 21. Salian
 23. Split pulses
 25. Consumed
 26. Small drink of spirits
 27. Indigenous people
 29. Elaborated
 30. Painting technique
 32. Repentance
 34. Not bright
 35. Kansas hoops coach
 37. Koran chapters
 40. Dead end

CROSSWORD

 42. Foul-mouthed bear
 43. Nostrils
 47. Game Cache File
 49. One who believes in a 
supreme being
 50. Carnival worker
 52. Gnawing animals
 53. German town
 55. Conquer
 56. Thai money
 57. Taxis
 58. __ Clapton
 59. A form of Persian
 61. Pounds per square inch
 65. Nighttime

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68
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TOPS #IL 1563 met May 
9 with 17 members attending 
the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Jean Daniels, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Barbara 
Dick, KOPS weekly best los-
er; Linda Barrett, best walker; 
Penny Ring won the walking 
drawing; and Gretchen Dyl 
won the food chart drawing.  

Members walked 19 miles 
for the week.    

Barbara Dick presented the 

weekly program.  
TOPS #IL 1563 met May 

16 with 17 members attending 
the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Jean Daniels and Lynn 
Moody, TOPS weekly best 
losers and food chart drawing 
winner; Sue English, KOPS 
weekly best loser and won the 
walking drawing; and Janet 
Embry was the best walker.

Members walked 23 miles 
for the week. The program was 
an open discussion.

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-

ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
Paris, with weigh-ins begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always wel-
come and more information is 
available by calling 251-5190.

TOPS # IL 2318 met May 
22 with 14 members weighing 
in and 14 members attending 
the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Judy Ferris, TOPS week-
ly loser; Carmen Minge, KOPS 
weekly loser and KOPS draw-

TOPS groups #IL 1563 and #IL 2318 meet
ing winner; Pam Waller, 
special drawing winner; 
Myndy Wooten, top walker 
and top cyclist; and Kelly 
Tinsman, top exerciser.

Verna Smith’s program 
was about fiber and salad.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh in is from 
5:45-6:50 p.m. The meet-
ing starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by 
calling 217-808-0078 or 
217-822-6300.

Shiloh honor roll
SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

HUME – The Shiloh 
School District has released 
the fourth quarter honor roll 
for junior and senior high 
school students.

Sixth grade: high hon-
ors, Andrew Houlihan, Jack 
Houlihan, Chance Mullenix, 
Grant North, Lillian North, 
Garrett Pollock and Lydia 
Richardson; honors, Lilyan 
Brown, Shaylun Christenber-
ry and Candice Wheeler.

Seventh grade: high hon-
ors, Josie Armstrong, Hold-
en Crank, Kenzie Hales and 
Samantha McClain; honors, 
Levi Ash, Mara Bosch, Dal-
las Cary, Kaiden Cooper and 
Emily Milburn.

Eighth grade: high honors, 
Brenden Cash, Levi Eads, 
Kelsey Luth, Briton Tischer 
and Kaylin Williams; honors, 
John Morris, Mollie Pollock 
and Jacob Smith.

Ninth grade: all A’s, Josie 

Carroll, Madelyn Cary, Is-
abella Dudley, Gloria Har-
ris, Megan Houlihan, Colby 
Luth and Caroline Smith; 
honors, Jack Armstrong, 
Ralph Kelly and Baylee 
Rhode.

Tenth grade: honors, Tayler 
Barry, Sage Boothe, Charles 
Eakle, Alicia Gutierrez, Emily 
Hall and Meagan Sanders.

Eleventh grade: all A’s, Isa-
bella Carroll, Lillie Cox, Gwen 
Morris and Nelly Rennstich; 
honors, Emily Barrow, Mi-
chelle Michaels, Mitchell Pol-
lock, Samantha Skinner, Cody 
Weber, Kaitlyn Williams and-
Lola Wood.

Twelfth grade: all A’s, Bri-
anna Bange, Harley Barry, 
Kaitlyn Cary, Mackenzie 
Niedfeldt, Logan Richardson 
and Madison Weber; honors, 
Samantha Gerberding, Emma 
Gordon, Howard Hales, Ma-
son Hutchinson, Rachel Mil-
burn, Meredith Smith and  
Alec Thompson.

First Mid Bank & Trust 
is the SBA Community 
Lender of the Year 2019
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

 MATTOON — First Mid 
Bank & Trust has been named 
the Central/Southern Illinois 
Community Lender of the 
Year by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s Illinois Dis-
trict Office for the sixth con-
secutive year. 
   This award is presented to the 
community bank with the best 
overall performance record for 
lending to small businesses in 
Central and Southern Illinois 
in 2018.
 “We are honored to be rec-
ognized for our continued 
commitment to small busi-
nesses, fully recognizing the 
positive impact they have on 
the economy and quality of life 
in our communities,” said Eric 

McRae, Chief Credit Officer.
   The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration’s Illinois District 
Office honored the state’s top 
small businesses and lenders 
at an awards ceremony at the 
Union League Club of Chica-
go on Thursday, May 16.
   First Mid Bancshares, Inc. is 
the parent company of First 
Mid Bank & Trust, N.A., First 
Mid Insurance Group and 
First Mid Wealth Management 
Company. First Mid Bank 
& Trust was first chartered 
in 1865 and has since grown 
into a $3.8 billion communi-
ty-focused organization that 
provides financial services 
through a network of banking 
centers in Illinois and Missouri 
and a loan production office in 
Indiana.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EDWARDSVILLE — Sev-
eral Paris area students were 
among the 2,601 eligible gradu-
ates who received their degrees 
from Southern Illinois Universi-
ty Edwardsville May 10-11.

Commencement exercises 
were held Friday and Saturday, 
May 10-11, in the Vadalabene 
Center on campus. SIUE Chan-
cellor Randy Pembrook be-
stowed degrees upon students 
from the Schools of Business 
and Nursing and the Graduate 
School Friday, May 10. 

Ceremonies were held Sat-
urday, May 11, for graduates 
from the College of Arts and 
Sciences and the Schools of 
Engineering, Pharmacy and 

Edgar county students 
become SIUE graduates

Education, Health and Human 
Behavior.

Area students earning de-
grees included: 

Casey — Robin Cummings, 
BS in English, Summa Cum 
Laude honors scholar; Evan 
Blakenship, BS in nursing, cum 
laude.

Marshall — Parker Little-
john, BS in computer man-
agement, info system, magna 
cum laude;  Tristan Rowe, BS 
in Elementary education, cum 
laude; Madeline Livvix, BSA in 
accountancy; Nicole Wheeler, 
PHRMD in pharmacy.

Martinsville — Allison Da-
vis, masters in business admin-
istration and PHRMD.

Paris — Sarah Padgett, BS in 
Anthropology, cum laude.

TEXAS
FROM PAGE 5B

Kevin Smith, the director 
of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Faith-
Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships, said the agen-
cy is working with houses of 
worship nationwide to help 
them take proper steps to se-
cure their facilities and pre-
pare for potential threats.

Smith said the recent attacks 
have awakened many religious 
leaders around the country 
to take action and seek more 
guidance. He said houses of 
worship need to assess poten-
tial threats in their area, work 
with local law enforcement and 
empower their worshippers to 

be part of the planning process.
“We want to make sure 

during this heightened aware-
ness, we’re going to take what 
was meant for harm and make 
it good by providing the tools 
that help and empowering the 
rest of the churches across the 
nation to be ready,” Smith said.

Pomeroy declined to com-
ment on the church’s own 
enhanced security, but said it 
now has a safety response team 
made up of volunteer wor-
shippers that’s undergoing ex-
tensive monthly and, at times, 
weekly training.

“We don’t want to look like 
a fortress, but also wanted 
to make sure that everybody 
could feel safe on the inside,” 
Pomeroy said.



Available Office Lease Space
220 West Court St. Paris, IL
Call 217-463-1083 for more 
information

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice as 
nice for half the price! Insured. 
Free Estimates.  Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

SPRING CLEANUP
Power Washing - Painting
Landscaping - Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm.  We pay cash!

Back Door Garage Sale Area
417 Prairie St., Paris
May 25, 8am-2pm
Collectibles: Coca-cola, political 
buttons, marbles, lunch boxes, 
hallmark ornaments, milkglass
Evelyn Hays 217-465-8342

GARAGE SALE
812 Harrison Street
Friday, May 31: 9 am - 4 pm, 3 
families
Jr. clothes, size 9,11,13; girls 
clothes, size 7; books; toys; 
jewelry; Harley Davidson parts; 
uniforms; purses; microwave; 
much more

GARAGE SALE
635 E Union St., May 31, 8-4 & 
June 1, 9-?
clothing, car shirts, baby swing, 
exersaucer, shoes, purses, dishes, 
ceiling fans, tools, yard tools, toys, 
Mimi’s Creations, knick knacks, 
misc.  NRFA

BROCTON FESTIVAL 
GARAGE SALE
Fri May 31 & Sat June 1: 8-5 pm
Sun June 2: 10 -?
103 S Howard (garage in alley)
antiques, home decor, 
Longaberger, some furniture, lots 
of misc, new items - No clothes. 
Rain or Shine.  Brannick

BIG RUMMAGE SALE
Sat. June 1st 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Hi-Rise, 602 Highland Drive
Some New Items

NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE SALE
Connelly Ct. & Water St.
Fri., May 31, 2:00-6:00 pm
Sat., June 1, 8:00am-2:00 pm
Tools, children’s clothes, boy’s 
clothes: newborn to 2T, women’s 
clothes: Medium & larger, 
women’s size 2XL jeans, capris 
and tops, toys, household items, 
pet items, home decor, books, 
craft supplies, scrapbooking 
items.

Garage Sale
18 Locust, Ridge Farm, IL
June 7-8, 7am - ???
Wedding dress & veil (sz 16/18)
Ladies M Leather Coat
2-XL Loretta Lynn jackets
2 series Shirley Temple dolls (4 in 
each series)
Gingher & Fiskars sewing scissors
Old jewelry
Landscaping blocks
Lots of misc.

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR. BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Local company seeking a 
full-time driver. Class A CDL 
required. All local driving. 100% 
company paid health insurance 
plus pension. Call 217-465-7621

JOB OPENING
Extension Educator,
4-H Youth Development
Unit 20
University of Illinois Extension is 
seeking an individual to provide 
educational leadership for pro-
gram delivery in Unit 20 (Clark, 
Crawford, and Edgar Counties).  
Master’s degree related to subject 
matter emphasis required.  To 
view complete job description 
and apply, visit https://go.illinois.
edu/113719.
Closing date is May 27, 2019.
The U of I is an EEO Employer/
Vet/Disabled - www.inclusiveilli-
nois.illinois.edu

ON-THE-SPOT INTERVIEWS
RN (Registered Nurse)
LPN (Licensed Practical Nurse) 
C.N.A. (Certified Nursing 
Assistant)
Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living is looking  for  dedicated,  
energetic  nursing professionals 
that have a team spirit to join 
our skilled nursing facility.   
Positions are open on all shifts for 
part-time, full-time, and flexible 
scheduling.

If you are compassionate, 
respectful, honest, and able to 
communicate effectively with our 
Residents, families and facility 
staff, we look forward to meeting 
you.

We offer competitive salary 
and benefits  including Medical, 
Dental, Prescription, Life, 
Disability, 401(k), Voluntary  
Benefits, and Paid Time Off. Cash 
Compensation and Weekend 
Incentive Programs are available.

We welcome  you to visit and tour! 
You may also mail your resume 
to Pleasant Meadows  Senior 
Living, Attn: Human Resources, 
400 West Washington Avenue, 
Chrisman,IL 61924 or fax your 
resume to 217-269-3100.

SERVICE CENTER 
REPRESENTATIVES
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC 
seeks candidates with strong 
computer skills, customer service 
experience and a stable job 
history for our Service Center.  
We offer an attractive compen-
sation and benefits package 
that includes health, dental, life, 
vision, short/long term disability, 
401(k) with company match 
and vacation/personal time. 
Please send your resume with 
detailed work history and salary 
requirements to: 

Steph Zachary, 
Human Resources Director
Dimond Bros Insurance LLC
110 W. Court Street, PO Box 1090
Paris, IL  61944
steph.zachary@dimondbros.com

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Cats, most not a year old.
Black, black & white, Barn cats.
To a good home.
Call 217-251-5506

2 Bedroom House -in Paris,
Living, Dining, Kitchen, large bath, 
Utility room, Basement, Deck and 
Small Patio, Stove & Refrigerator 
Furnished. Trash Included. No 
Pets, No Children.  $500 month + 
$500 Dep.  217-822-5703

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

For Sale
406 1/2 East Lincoln St.
1/2 Lot building site with 2 car 
Bullock garage & 1 1/2 car garage. 
$15,000 Call 217-465-4424

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep 
Central air. 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

15’ Coleman Canoe
for sale $175
Ram X - Polyethylene
Comes with one paddle, 3 life 
jackets, 2 car carriers.
Call 217-463-3907.
Leave message if no answer.

TRACTOR FOR SALE
Ford 8N with 5” finishing mower. 
Runs great, new tires. $1,900.00 
OBO call 217-251-8370

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

For Sale
Genie Scissor Lift
Model # 1930
With 237 hours.
With a 7’ x 20’ Sure-Trac Tilt 
Trailer.
217-232-5587

FOR SALE
Weathered Reclaimed Barn 
Wood. Great for crafts. call Mike 
251-5428

HAULING - Just about anything 
laying around you don’t want. In 
shed, garage, barn, basement. 
Even garden lawn equipment.  
Weather no problem. Call me 
anytime at 217-218-8801

Give away: console style piano. 
Needs  tuning. Free for hauling. 
Call 217-251-7207

STATE OF ILLINOIS
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY

- PARIS, ILLINOIS - 
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
WILLIAM M. TONEY
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-24

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION OF CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of 
the death of William M. Toney. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on April 30, 2019 to David M. 
Frisse, PO Box 430, Paris, Illinois 
61944 as Independent Personal 
Representative, whose attorney 

is L. Kaye DeSelms Dent, FRISSE 
& BREWSTER LAW OFFICES, LLC, 
111 Sheriff St., Ste. B, P.O. Box 430, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate must 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, or 
with the Independent Personal 
Representative, or both, on or 
before November 11, 2019, six 
(6) months from the date of first 
publication of this notice, or, if 
mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Independent Personal 
Representative is required by § 
18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, 
the date stated in that notice.  
Any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must 
be mailed or delivered by the 
claimant to the Independent 
Personal Representative and 
to the Independent Personal 
Representative’s attorney within 
ten (10) days after it has been 
filed.

Dated: May 8, 2019 
David M. Frisse, Independent 
Personal Representative
By: L. Kaye DeSelms Dent

In conformity with Illinois 
School Code section 105 ILCS 
5/10-10, the Board of Education 
of Paris Union School District 
No. 95 hereby gives notice that it 
will accept letters of application 
from individuals who would like 
to be considered for appointment 
by the Board to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of a 
school board member. The person 
selected will serve until the next 
regular school election scheduled, 
at which time a candidate will be 
elected to fill a two-year term.

Qualifications:

A candidate for the position must:

a) be a citizen of the United States;
b) be of the age of 18 years or over;
c) be a resident of the Paris Union 
School District No. 95 for at least 
one year; and
d) shall be a registered voter, as 
provided by the general election 
law.

Interested persons must file a 
letter of interest and resume 
addressed to the Board of 
Education, at the Office of the 
Superintendent of Paris Union 
School District No. 95, 300 East 
Wood Street Paris, Illinois 61944. 
Letters and applications must 
be received in that office no later 
than 4 p.m. on Thursday, May 30, 
2019. The Board will notify the 
applicant of the procedure to be 
followed for the interview.

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on JUNE 6, 
2019, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 
PM CST:  Jessica Ramey (309-
128); Richard Ward (309-006).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CONCERNING 

A PROPOSED BOUNDARY 
AMENDMENT TO THE 

EDGAR COUNTY ENTERPRISE 
ZONE

 

Notice is hereby given to all 
interested persons that a public 
hearing will be held by the City 
of Paris, in their capacity as the 
Edgar County Enterprise Zone 
Administrator, in the City Council 
Chambers located at 206 South 
Central Avenue, Paris, Illinois 
61944 at 5:15PM on Monday, 
June 10, 2019.  The purpose 
of the hearing is to discuss a 
proposed boundary amendment 
to the Edgar County Enterprise 
Zone.  Copies of the current legal 
description of the zone as well 

as the legal description of the 
proposed addition and related in-
formation is or will be available at 
the City of Paris Enterprise Zone 
Administrator’s office located at 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.  In said public hear-
ing, all interested persons will be 
given the opportunity to present 
both written and oral comments 
and testimony regarding the 
aforementioned amendment to 
the Enterprise Zone.  Any person 
wishing to appear at such public 
hearing and be heard may do so in 
person or by attorney or by other 
representative communication 
in writing in relation to such 
proposed amendment.

Such public hearing may be 
adjourned or continued from 
time to time to another date and 
or location within Paris, Illinois 
61944 without further notice.  For 
additional information regarding 
the public hearing and proposed 
Enterprise Zone amendment, 
contact Michael Martin, City of 
Paris, 206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, Illinois 61944 or phone (217) 
465-7601.

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that Paris CUSD #4 will receive 
proposals for Property, General 
Liability, Crime, Cyber Liability, 
Inland Marine, Auto, Umbrella 
and School Board Legal Liability 
(SBLL) insurance coverage. 
Proposal specifications may 
be obtained upon request from 
Bushue HR, Inc., P.O. Box 89, 
Effingham, IL  62401. Phone (217) 
342-3046.
Please reference code UNG550 
when calling. All proposals are 
to be received by Paris CUSD #4 
at 15601 U.S. Hwy 150, Paris, IL 
61944 on or before 2:00 p.m., 
August 20, 2019; and will be 
opened at time specified.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, 

PARIS, ILLINOIS - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARY ANN BROWN,
Deceased
No. 2019-P-27

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
MARY ANN BROWN, of Paris, 
Illinois.  Letters of office were is-
sued on May 17, 2019, to ROBERTA 
J. MATTINGLY, 1227 N High St, 
Paris, IL 61944, whose attorney is 
RICHARD L. JAMES, 328 N Central, 
P O Box 820, Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before November 

26, 2019, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after 
it has been filed.

DATED: May 22, 2019

ROBERTA J. MATTINGLY
Representative

By:   RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney
#1323156
RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney at Law
328 N Central , P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone No. 217/465-2529 
rlj@rjameslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY,

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,
vs.
THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF MARY VIRGINIA COLTER, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.
No. 2018-MR-38

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property to 
be sold:
Lot No. 209 in the Commercial 
Club addition to the city of Paris.
PREIN: 09-18-12-181-003

B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
1408 Ten Broeck Street, Paris, 
Illinois

C. Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.

D. Date and Time of Sale: July 1, 
2019 at 11:00 A.M.

E. Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale and 
closing.

F. Contact for further information 
and inspection of property: 
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

G. Description of improvements 
on subject property: None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

SATURDAY,  
MAY 25, 2019 10B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION! AUCTION!
Sunday, June 2 @ Noon IL time

Erkenbeck Living Estate Sale
Vast assortment of primitives, antiques, furniture, 

Historic Edgar Co. items!
An extensive collection acquired over generations!

Live & on-line bidding! Pre-bidding available soon!

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research
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Chrisman scholarship awards

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

These young women received scholarships from the Chrisman Athletic Booster Club. Left to right, Alexis Brinkley, Katelynn Francis, 
Halle Watters, Avoree Napier, Rylee Lorton and Quinci Snedeker. Karen Webster, far right, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Chrisman American Legion Auxiliary awarded scholarships to Avoree Napier, left, and Kate-
lynn Francis, right. Kim Adams, center, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The 2019 recipients of the Walter E. and Mary Lee Buntain Scholarship at Chrisman High School 
are, left to right, Avoree Napier, Quinci Snedeker and Hallee Watters.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Derrick Lorenzen, left, presented Chrisman Area Community Club Scholarships to Katelynn Fran-
cis, center, and Colby Phipps, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rylee Lorton, left, and Avoree Napier, right, received multiple scholarships from Eastern Illinois 
University.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rick Jenness, left, presented scholarships from the Chrisman American Legion and the Sons of the American Legion to, left to right, Quinci Snedeker, Katelynn Francis, Colby Phipps, Hallee Watters 
and Kaiden Moody.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Dee Wilson Scholarship went to, left to right, Quinci Snedeker, Katelynn Fracis, Colby Phipps and Avoree Napier. Christine Hollowell, far right, made the presentation.

See SCHOLARSHIPS, Page 12B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rylee Lorton, left, and Kaiden Moody, right, are recipients of the 
Jerry Lunger Memorial Scholarship.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Rylee Lorton is the American Red Cross Scholarship recipient.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jacob Cohoon is the Millard Yount Scholarship recipient.
Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Quinci Snedeker is the Grace Lutheran Church Werner Founda-
tion Scholarship recipient.
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Katelynn Francis, left, accepts the Ed Hess Scholarship from 
Sydney Goeppner, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jamie Phillips is the Ralph McKee Scholarship recipient.

SCHOLARSHIPS
FROM PAGE 11B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Dee Wilson Scholarship went to, left to right, Quinci Snedeker, Katelynn Fracis, Colby Phipps and Avoree Napier. Christine 
Hollowell, far right, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Xavier DeVillez, left, receives the OSF Health Care Sacred Heart 
Medical Center Scholarship from Leslie Henry, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kaiden Moody is the Doris Compton Scholarship recipient.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Hallee Watters is a recipient of the Jacksonville State University 
Gamecock Spirit Scholarship.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Colby Phipps, right, is the recipient of the Chrisman Nite Unit 
H.C.E. Scholarship. Betty Porter, left, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Longview Bank Student of the Year Scholarship was award-
ed to Colby Phipps, left, by Heather Kindred, right.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Members 
of the Chrisman High School 
Class of 2019 were ready to 
graduate and move on.

Speakers at the May 19 com-
mencement exercise did not 
dwell much on the past but 
rather wanted to look forward 
and take the next steps in their 
lives.

Katelyn Francis delivered 
the welcoming address and 
described high school as an 
unforgettable journey that cre-
ated a common bond among 
the class members. While their 
time together created memo-
ries, it was time for that part of 
life to conclude.

“I’m excited for the next 
step,” said Francis. “Separately, 
we will pursue our dreams.”

Valedictorian Quinci Snede-
ker paid tribute to the parents 

and guardians. She said while 
school provides many import-
ant lessons, the most import-
ant things she learned came 
at the kitchen table, late night 
talks with her mother and dis-
cussing things with her father 
during car trips to and from 
sporting events.

“Thank you for being a rock 
– our stronghold,” said Snede-
ker. “Know that we love you.”

The tribute to teachers was 
delivered by Rylee Lorton. She 
reminded her classmates their 
trip to the stage for commence-
ment was not just their doing 
but also the work of many ded-
icated teachers from elementa-
ry, junior high and high school.

According to Lorton, teach-
ers take a hand to open minds 
by touching hearts. She added 
the Chrisman teachers made a 
much more important contri-
bution other than presenting 

information.
“Our teachers taught us 

where to look, but not what to 
see,” Lorton said.

Hallee Watters spoke to her 
classmates and encouraged 
them not to be sad that high 
school is ending but rather to 
be happy for new prospects in 
an unknown future.

“It is time for us to part 
ways,” said Watters. “I want 
nothing but positivity for you.”

Salutatorian Colby Phipps 
delivered a brief closing ad-
dress. He thanked those in 
attendance for helping the 
class celebrate, and he thanked 
teacher, family and friends for 
all of the support along the way. 

Phipps said graduation is a 
bittersweet.

“We should all feel a sense 
of accomplishment for all we 
have worked for these last 13 
years,” said Phipps.

Chrisman graduates look to the future

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Some members of the Chrisman High School Class of 2019 are lined up and waiting to make their 
entrance for the processional march during the May 19 graduation exercise.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Stacey and Matt Shelato grab a selfie with their son, Austin 
Shelato, prior to the Chrisman High School commencement 
exercise May 19.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Chrisman High School Class of 2019 does a hat toss moments after completing the May 19 
commencement exercise.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Top academic performers for the Chrisman High School Class of 2019 are salutatorian Colby 
Phipps, left, and valedictorian Quinci Snedeker, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kaiden Moody has a quiet moment before the Chrisman High 
School graduation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Claudia Vasquez, left, and Dylan Bogard, right, carry the symbol-
ic lamps of knowledge for the Chrisman High School graduation.
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